
WWF’s Graduate Interns 2017 - 2018 

Future leaders - For nature. For you.     



“We offer new graduates an internship that supports their transition   

from  learning into work as well as growing creative and innovative  

future leaders for the environment.”   

 

 Morné du Plessis, CEO, WWF South Africa 



Our investment in graduates builds well-connected, confident leaders.  



Through a structured programme and workplace-based opportunities,  

our interns explore, discover and grow as professionals for the environment.     



  

Interns are placed with dedicated, trained mentors  

who share a passion aligned to their career interests.  

Mentor  

Johann Augustyn, 

SADSTIA 

Intern  

Fisokhule Mbatha 



“We need passionate committed and 

transformational leaders to champion 

the cause and drive change for a 

better life for all.” 

 
Glenda Raven, WWF South Africa’s 

Senior Manager:  Environmental Leaders 



Skills development 

Interns learn about 

workplace ethics,  

communications, 

building professional 

relationships and 

explore their  

rights and 
responsibilities. 



Interns are connected with professional 

networks and communities of practice.   

Networking 



Interns gain relevant 

experience through real  life 

tasks and contributions to the 

work of their organisations. 

Workplace-based learning 



Interns are guided through 

purposeful career planning 

through reflecting on what 

they stand for, what makes 

them tick and how they take 

this into the work they do. 

Career Planning  



The internship 

promotes team 

building and  

working together. 

Working together  



The programme has grown from  7 interns in 2011 to 

                     50 interns in 2017 



82%  
of interns are  
post- graduates 
    

            58%  
            masters  
           graduates 

 



Graduates are 

recruited from 

80%  
of SA’s universities 



Interns are 
 

66% Women    34% Men 



After the internship almost half 

are employed in the private 

sector, one third in government 

and the rest in NGOs.   



131  
mentors have been trained through the programme.   



Our dynamic interns are employed in diverse professions from traditional 

Marine Biologists and Botanists to emerging occupations such as Economists 

and Social Scientists.  



Introducing  

our 

Ecologists 



A mix of Botanists and Conservation Scientists   



And Agricultural 

Scientists  



Meet the future Environmental  

and Sustainability Managers  



The 

Statistical  

Ecologist  

and Geneticist  



Our Land-use 

Planners 



And so many Marine Biologists 



“Few things make the life of a 

parent more rewarding and 

sweet as successful children.”  

 

Nelson Mandela  
the father of our nation 

 

Paying it forward  

on Mandela Day  



Mandela Day Bake Sale  2017 



Interns’ Outreach Initiatives 



They have come full circle 



Thank you for investing in our future leaders 



We cannot do it without your support 

We thank our partners  


