
…heading off to pursue careers for the environment and the protection of 

our precious planet and its people…   

 

 

our future is brighter 

Environmental Leaders 



                        “Conservation can’t happen if you don’t  

               have the people to do it. It’s critical that we  

invest in the people that need to manage conservation.”  
Glenda Raven, Environmental Leaders Programme, WWF-SA  



Glenda Raven  
Senior Manager, 

Environmental Leaders 

Programme, WWF-SA  



“We want to be part of the solution.” 
 

Sibusiso Khuzwayo 

Environmental Leaders, WWF-SA 



“You can only love what you do when you 

do what you love.” 

 

Nelisiwe Vundla 
Rhino Programme, WWF-SA  



“Conservation in South Africa needs bright, energetic, dynamic, young minds. 

These interns provide some excellent examples. I look forward to       

following their careers!”  

 

Mentor: Jo Shaw, Rhino Programme, WWF-SA  



“Our future is bright 

because we discover new 

things every day… that’s 

the beauty of science.”  

 

Sisanda Mayekiso 
South African National Parks 

 



“This internship has provided an opportunity to improve research capacity, 

job ethics, work dynamics and experience.”  

 

Mentor: Mmoto Masubelele, South African National Parks 



“Interns, mentors, and organisations are extremely talented and dedicated to 

the environment… their passion and commitment charts a path for our future.” 

Alexandra Logan 

The Green House 
 



“I see my role, as a 

Social Scientist… 

ensuring that we 

‘govern’ nature 

responsibly.” 

 

Sinethemba Cele 

Grasslands 

Programme, WWF-SA 



“The programme introduces 

a new cadre of strong, 

confident professionals who 

promise to nurture the 

environment as if the quality 

of all our lives depends on it.”  

 

Morné du Plessis 

CEO WWF-SA 



Our future leaders are racing off to pursue careers 

linked to the environmental sector and to play their 

part in protecting our precious planet  

“I am more confident... 

this is something I need 

to continuously work 

on, but I can already 

see and feel the 

difference.” 

 

Thobeka Gumede 
Centre for Environmental 

Rights  



“I have grown more confident and assertive in what  

I do as an Environmental Lawyer and activist.” 

 

Nathan Philander 

Centre for Environmental Rights  



“Building a career like all other good things requires patience, constant work 

and a good support system. There will always be obstacles… but these can 

always be navigated with resilience and a positive outlook.”  

 

                     Mentor: Sylvia Kamanja, Centre for Environmental Rights 



“Everything I have 

learnt has made me   

an exceptional 

environmental leader 

and each day I continue 

to grow.” 

 

Hlengiwe Radebe 

Sustainable  

Energy Africa 



“To be a part of building a 

sustainable culture to protect the 

environment is extremely exciting.” 

 

Kathryn Anne Stausebach 

Nedbank Limited 



                        “Live the values that you have                                                              

                    been taught and share the  

                Information and experience you  

           have been given. By paying forward      

       this gift we can make the world a better 

place and you will make a difference.”  

 

Mentor: Vicky Beukes, Nedbank Limited 



We are all connected. 



“Too often we take 

the environment for 

granted and I wanted 

to be at the forefront 

of change and 

education.” 

 

Brittany Arendse  

Nature’s Valley Trust  



“The world  

doesn’t need cookie 

cutter conservationists… 

…it needs dynamic, creative, 

passionate individuals… 

making a difference!” 

Mentor: Mark Brown 

Nature’s Valley Trust 



“We have begun to 

see substantial 

growth in the green 

economy and 

increasing awareness 

in the value of 

greening cities.” 
 

Karabo Chadzingwa 

Isidima Design and 

Development 



“Don’t be afraid to branch out of your 

comfort zone and take risks… it’s the 

best thing I could’ve done to reveal    

new and exciting opportunities.” 

 

Monica Betts 

Marine Programme, WWF-SA 



“If you apply the same dedication, hard work and thoughtfulness 

to all of your endeavours… you will achieve all your dreams and 

leave a positive impact on all those you come across.” 

 

Mentor: Jessica Greenstone 

Marine Programme, WWF-SA 



“I am open-minded and still want 

to learn as much as I can and it 

seems the more I am exposed, 

the more passionate I become.” 

 

Sasha Sankar 

SPAR Group Ltd 



“To lead us into a brighter future we need a new generation of 

leaders who have learnt from the experiences of the past and been 

exposed to the innovative thinking of the present – this programme 

has provided the space for this to happen.” 

 

Mentor: Chris Kastern, Marine Programme, WWF-SA 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  

 

Nelson Mandela 



WWF-SA salutes the efforts of our mentors and 

thanks them for the valuable contribution towards 

supporting our future leaders for the environment! 





The 2015/2016 Graduate Interns Programme  

funded by: 



“ 

Wishing you well as you embark on the 

journey to create a better life for all! 


