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APPLICATION TO BECOME A BIODIVERSITY & WINE INITIATIVE CHAMPION 

	Company / Farm Name:


	

	List of registered brands:


	

	Farm/Erf numbers: (e.g. portion 6 of the farm Doornkraal 234)

	

	SAWIS/Producer number
	

	Full Name of Owner, CEO or Managing Director:
	

	Name and position of BWI contact person:


	

	Contact details: (phone, cell, email)


	


Please tick the appropriate block below:

	Are you a grape producer (only supply grapes)


	

	Or a Wine producer

Please list all cellars used: …………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
	


I, ………………………………….. (name)  in my capacity detailed above, hereby formally apply to become a CHAMPION of the Biodiversity & Wine Initiative (BWI). 

In submitting this application, the company has fulfilled the following conditions on the above mentioned land and is aware of the following commitments:

1.) The property must have an ecologically viable portion of natural vegetation still intact, but which is not less than 10% in area of the total farm size.  A map of the property indicating the location of the conserved area must be attached.
2.) A minimum score of 85% must be obtained on the biodiversity self assessment form, verified by the BWI extension officer/consultant. 

3.) To obtain an IPW certificate for the farm (and cellar, where applicable
) for the most recent harvest year by fulfilling all the IPW requirements, and supply the BWI office with a copy of the certificate. The producer must score a total of 75% or more for both the farm and the cellar components of IPW based on a self-assessment score. The producer needs to have been independently audited by an IPW auditor within the last three years, (i.e. 2005 – 2008). If the producer’s own farm and cellar have not been independently audited by IPW, or they have been audited prior to 2005, then the member may request an independent self-funded audit to verify the 75% self–assessment or wait until a random IPW funded audit is performed. 

4.) The Producer must provide proof of authorization for the disposal of winery wastewater (General Authorization document obtained from DWAF) or demonstrate that they have submitted a formal application to DWAF in the last 6 months. Any additional conditions of approval stipulated in the General Authorization document must be included in the conservation management plan discussed in point 5 below, with specified actions and timeframes to meeting these conditions.

5.) A Conservation Management Plan must have been developed, approved by the BWI extension officer and, most importantly, the champion applicant should have started IMPLEMENTING key scheduled activities from the plan. Champions must be able to show tangible results of their commitment to biodiversity conservation and provide a summary of actions implemented to the BWI office. This also includes completing the spreadsheet template provided for describing and reporting on management targets.
6.) Champions should, where appropriate, consider giving conservation status to their pristine natural area through one of CapeNature’s Stewardship Programme options. At a very minimum, the natural area should be registered as a Voluntary Conservation Site under this Stewardship Programme,  and/or demonstrate valid membership of an active regional Conservancy.

7.) Provide a short “biodiversity story” of the property including the history of conservation actions on the property and other unique features (which will be used for the BWI website, marketing purposes and press releases). Champions should have a minimum two-year track record of good conservation practice.
The application will be evaluated by the BWI review committee once the BWI office has received the following:

· Map of property showing the 10% natural area on the property
· The completed biodiversity self-assessment form 
· Copy of the conservation management plan 
· Summary of conservation management actions implemented & management targets table
· Latest IPW Audit Results and Self Assessment Forms for Farm & Cellar.
· Biodiversity story
· Signed copy of the application 
Each successful applicant will be awarded with a BWI champion certificate, and their biodiversity story will be added to the website. 

After receiving the champion certificate, BWI champions may:

a. refer to their association with the Biodiversity & Wine Initiative in all marketing & promotional material
b. Display BWI marketing label on all brands meeting IPW cellar standards and BWI certification for farm and cellar. Please contact BWI offices Phumlani Shezi (pshezi@www.bwi.co.zawwf.org.za) or visit our website:   and download the BWI label order form. Note: farm level certification not eligible to use BWI label.

BWI may act against an individual or company that misrepresents the BWI or their association with it.
BWI championship is valid for a period of 2 years, from the date on which the champion certificate is signed. A BWI internal audit will then take place to reassess membership status.

NOTE: All accountability for complying with relevant National Legislation remains with the landowner.

Date of site visit by BWI extension officer/consultant: 

…………………………………………………….

Signed: ………………………………………….                       
……………………………….  

(CEO/MD)  ……………………………………………(print name)


(date)

I hereby give permission for BWI to access the IPW databases to verify my IPW status, as well as access audit results for the farm and cellar and for IPW to provide BWI with copies of the reports.

REMINDER NOTE: please tick BWI under Memberships after logging in on the IPW website (www.ipw.co.za)  to provide us electronic access to your IPW information.
Signed: ………………………………………….                       ……………………………….  

(CEO/MD)………………………………………(Print name)


(date)

Signed: ………………………………………….


……………………………….  

(BWI Extension officer)








(date)

All documentation must be bound together and divided into 6 sections, according to the numbering of the criteria above. 1 hard-copy of the report must be produced and delivered to the BWI review committee at the following places (unless electronic copies are available of the entire applications):

1.) BWI office at Terraces, (PO Box 23273, Claremont, 7735) Bridge House 1st Floor, Mariendahl, Lane, Newlands, 7700  (WWF Offices)

� If a grape producer, that supplies grapes to another cellar or co-operative, is applying for individual membership based on the farm name, not the wine brand name, then an IPW cellar certificate is not needed. However, if a producer wants their membership to be attached to the wine brand name, than an IPW cellar certificate is necessary for each cellar involved in grape crushing. All estates and private cellars must supply an IPW cellar certificate.


 Please fax completed form to ATTN: BWI-Joan Isham or Gareth Hardres-Williams at 0218829085 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:jisham@wwf.org.za" ��jisham@wwf.org.za�; � HYPERLINK "mailto:ghardres@wwf.org.za" ��ghardres@wwf.org.za� For enquiries contact Gareth or Joan at 0218829085� HYPERLINK "mailto:" ���.





