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APPLICATION TO BECOME A PRODUCER CELLAR MEMBER OF THE BIODIVERSITY & WINE INITIATIVE

	Co-operative / Company Name:


	

	List of registered brand names:


	

	Number of members:


	

	SAWIS/Producer number
	

	Full Name of CEO or Managing Director:


	

	Name and Position of BWI contact person:


	

	Contact details: (phone, cell, email)


	


I, …………………………….. (name)  in my capacity detailed above, hereby formally apply on behalf of the above mentioned producer cellar to become a Member of the Biodiversity & Wine Initiative (BWI). 

In submitting this application, I commit my company and members to fulfilling the following conditions on the above mentioned land:

1. The producer cellar must set aside a minimum of 10% of the total land of the member farms delivering to the co-op consisting of indigenous, natural vegetation. A simple map showing the locations of the producer cellar member farms must be attached.

2. All of the producer cellar members with natural vegetation on the property will complete the biodiversity guideline self assessment form and obtain a minimum of 65%. (This result must be verified by a conservation expert).

3. BWI shall identify the best 5 pieces of natural habitat within the co-op that are the most important conservation priorities. A letter of commitment will be signed by each of the respective property owners of the 5 areas, committing to conserve the identified natural sites and not develop these areas for any purpose without the permission of BWI and relevant state departments. Furthermore, the producer cellar management will commit to not accepting any grapes from these 5 sites if these areas are ever developed in the future for any purpose without permission.

4. The farms of each producer cellar member, as well as all other farms which provide the cellar with grapes on an annual basis and the co-op cellar must be in possession of an IPW certificate for the most recent harvest year. Copies of these certificates must be supplied.

5. The cellar manager must provide proof of authorization for the disposal of winery wastewater (General Authorization document obtained from DWAF) or at least demonstrate that they have submitted a formal application to DWAF in the last 6 months. 
6. A summary report (approx. 3 pgs) will be produced for each of the 5 natural areas, containing: 

(i) A description of the biodiversity features (type of vegetation, ecological value, special species etc.) – 1/2 pages

(ii) General management recommendations for the site – 1 page

(iii) Detailed map of the property and the extent of the natural area to be conserved

(iv) 2 or 3 photos of each natural area.

The application will be evaluated by the BWI review committee once the BWI office has received the following:

· List of members and all other supply farms, natural area statistics + locality map 
· Biodiversity self-assessment forms for 75% of the farms which have natural vegetation

· Letters of commitment for each of the 5 identified conservation areas. 

· Summary reports for the 5 identified areas(incl. maps and photos) 

· IPW certificates for each co-op member, all other farms from which grapes are received and the co-op cellar 

· Signed copy of this application

After receiving the membership certificate, BWI members may:

a. refer to their association with the Biodiversity & Wine Initiative in all marketing & promotional material
b. Display BWI marketing label on all brands meeting IPW cellar standards and BWI certification for farm and cellar. Please contact BWI offices – Phumlani Shezi (pshezi@wwf.org.zawww.bwi.co.za) or visit our website:   and download the BWI label order form. Note: farm level certification not eligible to use BWI label.

BWI membership is valid for a period of 2 years, from the date on which the champion certificate is signed. A BWI internal audit will then take place to reassess membership status.

NOTE: All accountability for complying with relevant National Legislation remains with the landowner.

Cautionary: BWI may act against an individual or company that misrepresents the BWI or their association with it.
Name & contact details of consultant / conservation expert who assisted with identifying the 5 best areas and writing the summary reports:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Signed: ………………………………………….                       ……………………………….  

(CEO/MD)………………………………………..
             

(date)

I hereby give permission for BWI to access the IPW databases to verify my IPW status, as well as access audit results for the farm and cellar and for IPW to provide BWI with copies of the reports.

REMINDER NOTE: please tick BWI under Memberships after logging in on the IPW website (www.ipw.co.za)  to provide us electronic access to your IPW information.
Signed: ………………………………………….                       ……………………………….  
(CEO/MD)








(date)
Signed: ………………………………………….

……………………………….  

(BWI Extension officer)







(date)

All documentation must be bound together and divided into 6 sections, according to the numbering of the criteria above. 1 hard-copy of the report must be produced and delivered to the BWI review committee at the following places (unless electronic copies are available of the entire applications):
BWI office at Boundary Terraces, (PO Box 23273, Claremont, 7735) Bridge House 1st Floor,Mariendahl,Lane, Newlands, 7700 (WWF Offices)
Please fax completed form to ATTN: BWI – Joan Isham or Gareth Hardres-Williams at 021 8829085 or e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:jisham@wwf.org.za" ��jisham@wwf.org.za�; � HYPERLINK "mailto:ghardres-williams@wwf.org.za" ��ghardres-williams@wwf.org.za� For enquiries contact Joan or Gareth : 0218829085� HYPERLINK "mailto:" ���





