
Social networks are significant to connect students to the world of work.   The Green 
Careers Lounge is a space for students to meet and interact with professionals in 
the field of biodiversity and explore details of specific careers.  It is intended as an 
informal, relaxed space for socialising over coffee, tea, juice and snacks around the 
details of careers for biodiversity. 

These Green Careers Lounges can take on various forms and the following sugges-
tions and resources are offered to help you plan your Green Careers Lounge.  

Contents of the Green 
Careers Lounge Toolkit

This resource forms part of the Green Careers Lounge Toolkit that includes a 
number of guides and resources to support student associations to convene Green 
Careers Lounges on campuses including:

Convening your
Green Careers Lounge   

Convening Your Green Careers Lounge

Planning your Green Careers Guest Lecture 

Presenting your Green Careers Guest Lecture

Green Professionals Directory 

Green Career Cards 

Green Careers Flash Stick with print ready files for posters and career 

cards and a Power Point template for any guest lectures you might 

invite

Green Careers Decision Making Tool Flash Stick

Exploring Careers for Biodiversity CD

Careers for Biodiversity
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Planning the
Green Careers Lounge

Decide on a date for your Green Careers Lounge.  Explore a few dates that gives 
your prospective guest(s) options. 
   
Convene more than one Green Careers Lounge through the academic year to cover 
as much of the scope of possible careers for biodiversity.  Deciding on the date is 
an opportunity to do some forward planning, for example one day per quarter.  
Forward planning will also help you to secure the time of biodiversity professionals 
you would like to invite.  

A late afternoon or early evening Green Careers Lounge is less likely to interfere 
with classes and tutorials.  If most of your students live in residence an after supper 
coffee lounge might be a good time.  Bear in mind though that inputs from outside 
professionals might be more difficult to secure at this time.

When?

Talk to staff at your faculty, careers centre or student centre to secure a comfort-
able space to accommodate the number of people you have in mind.  Make timeous 
bookings for this space as you may also want to use the details in advertising your 
Green Careers Lounge.   

The Green Careers Lounge does not have to be limted to students in the natural 
sciences.  Green careers are an option across multiple disciplines.  Advertise your 
Green Careers Lounge throughout your campus.  Some means of advertising 
include all or some of:

   Lecturer announcements during class time
   Bill board posters across the campus
   Faculty or department notice boards 
   Electronic circulation of notices
   Flyers handed out on campus

Whichever form you choose, prepare a well 
worded and catchy invitation.  Include a 
programme of activities and inputs.  Circulate your 
notice and programme to all who will assist with 
marketing the event.  

Where?
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Think about the employers and careers that students would be most interested in.  
Invite students to give their inputs for example through a suggestions box, your lecturer 
or a notice board list to tick off.  Use the career cards in your toolkit to create a careers 
list to guide these selections.  
 
Bear in mind that whereas these professionals have agreed to be included in the 
directory work commitments still have to be considered to confirm availability.

Using the Green Professionals Directory, invite a few professionals to sit on a 
biodiversity careers panel. Choose one professional from each career field to 
offer diversity. 
 
Prepare a set of questions for each of the panellists through which to elicit careers 
information.  Share this with the panellists ahead of the event so that they can 
ponder and prepare responses.  You could elicit questions from students through a 
suggestions box or notice board and formulate the questions for the panellists 
from this list.  

Allow some time for open ended questions from the floor at the end of the panel 
discussion.  The panel discussion could throw out more 
questions for students.

Panel Discussion

Careers Research      
Convene your Green Careers Lounge as 
an open discussion forum amongst 
students.  The only limitation is that 
this little new knowledge is likely to 
come into the discussion.  You could 
use the additional resources in the 
toolkit to broaden the scope of new 
knowledge on careers coming into the 
open discussion.  

Open Discussion
Convene your Green Careers Lounge 
around inputs from the student body.  
Select a group of students interested in 
researching details about specific 
careers.  They could share their findings 
with a broader student group at the 
Green Careers Lounge.    

Decide on what form your Green Careers Lounge will take.  There are many 
options.  We offer some ideas that provide opportunity for students to meet and 
interact with biodiversity professionals.

These offer a good captive audience for learning about careers for biodiversity.   
It does however limit the time for social interactions between the students and the 
guest lecturer.  Plan some time after the guest lecture for students to interact with 
the lecturer.  You could invite more than one guest lecturer to provide inputs on 
different careers.

Resources in the toolkit to assist you in planning the Guest Lecture include:
   

Invite a few different employers to informally meet and talk with students at a 
social coffee / cocktail evening.  The Green Professionals Directory provides 
information of professionals in biodiversity who are willing to engage with 
students on careers for biodiversity.  These contacts have been arranged regionally 
for ease of access and travel.  

What?

Guest Lectures

Meeting Prospective Employers

The Planning your Green Guest 
Lecture resource with guidelines for 
securing and briefing your guest 
lecturer(s).
The Green Professionals Directory 
with a list of professionals to invite as 
Guest Lecturers.  Refer to the 
Planning your Green Guest Lecture 
resource for  more suggestions on 
approaching professionals.

The Presenting your Green Careers 
Guest Lecture resource is a briefing 
note for the prospective guest 
lecturer.  You could use this to brief 
the prospective guest lecturer or 
simply pass this on to him / her for 
preparation.
A Power Point Template comple-
ments the Presenting your Green 
Careers Guest Lecture resource and 
is a guide to the guest lecturer on 
content to share with the students 
through a presentation.  You can 
similarly pass this on to the guest 
lecturer for preparing his or her 
presentation.  
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Green Careers Lounge providing an informal space for students to meet and 
interact with professionals for biodiversity

Green Careers Excursion taking a group of students to visit various employers for 
biodiversity to experience green careers in the field and / or workspace

Green Guest Lectures with professionals in biodiversity visiting universities and 
presenting guest lectures on green careers

Green Open Days and Career Centres providing resources and information on 
green careers

These initiatives will be piloted at selected universities through collaborations 
between WWF-SA and university constituents including academic staff, career 
counselling and development staff and student associations.  

Aimed ultimately at enabling access and use of biodiversity careers information 
amongst university students to support decisions about careers and learning 
pathways, this programme is structured around four key career guidance initia-
tives:

Resources for the 
Green Careers Lounge 

The Exploring Careers for 
Biodiversity CD provides  
students with career 
options in broad career 

fields like Conservation Research, Policy 
and Governance, Conservation Manage-
ment, Conservation Planning and 
Conservation Outreach, Education and 
Extension. Use this as an introduction to 
any one of the activities planned for the 
Green Careers Lounge.  It could also 
provide the structure for the pro-
gramme for example in the case of an 
open discussion.

A set of 23 Green Career 
Cards have been included in 
the toolkit.  This is meant as 
a ‘take home’ resource for 

students.  Hand these out to students.  
Distribute these either in the full set or 
the careers in the particular career field 
being presented.

A set of career posters in 
PDF files on the Green 
Careers Flash Stick can be 
printed and laminated to 

decorate the space where your Green 
Careers Lounge is hosted.

The Career Decision 
Making Tool was developed 
to help students translate 
the information gathered 

into personal decisions about careers 
and learning pathways.  Share this tool 
with students who participate in your 
Green Careers Lounge.  You could 
either encourage students to interact 
with this resource during the careers 
lounge or share it electronically on a 
flash stick to do in their own time.    Authors:  Glenda Raven, Lameez Eksteen and Zoe Visser

Published in 2014 by GreenMatter Biodiversity Careers for 
University Students Programme

This resource has been developed as part of the Biodiversity Careers for University 
Students Programme.  Led by the World Wide Fund for Nature in South Africa 
(WWF-SA) this programme contributes to the sector wide GreenMatter Initiative to 
develop skills for biodiversity in South Africa. 


