
ENVIRONMENTAL LAWYER

Environmental law is practised in a variety of settings, mostly in 
an office environment. Lawyers often travel to sites of 
complaints, transgressions and court.  Time might also be spent 
in record rooms and archives.

Also known as Advocate, Attorney, Solicitor 
with a specialisation in environmental rights 

Environmental law is a relatively new and exciting field having 
evolved rapidly over the last thirty years.

An Environmental Lawyer focuses on litigation to do with 
environmental concerns.  Environmental Lawyers use legal skills 
and training to develop policies and engage in litigation that 
prevents environmental damage, enforces environmental 
compliance and ensures that people who have suffered harm or 
loss as a result of environmental degradation are adequately 
compensated.  Environmental Lawyers play a key role in the 
system of checks and balances to prevent government and big 
business from engaging in practices that undermine the natural 
environment and harm people in the process. 



Environmental Lawyers benefit from a good knowledge of environmental 
policy and legislation and legal processes, coupled with:

   Good listening skills
   Ability to interpret and strategise
   A pragmatic approach to complex legal problems
   Ability to handle a large amount of facts and see patterns in large bodies 
   of evidence
   A well-developed sense of fairness and justice
   An ability to argue persuasively 
   Communicate effectively both orally and in written documents
   Explain difficult legal concepts
   A commitment to a healthy environment for all
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Skills

Tasks

An Environmental Lawyer applies the law of contract, law of delict, common 
law, public law, administrative law, criminal law, statutory interpretation, 
procedural law etc. on matters that affect the environment.  An Environmen-
tal Lawyer may be asked to assist government and other institutions to draft 
new policies.

LLB with Environmental Law as an elective. Additional modules in Botany, 
Zoology or Life Sciences would benefit the Environmental Lawyer.

Some universities offering the Environmental Law elective include UP, UCT, 
SU, Wits, UWC, UZ.

Studies

Employers

   NGO’s (e.g. WWF, EWT)
   Advocacy groups (e.g. Green Peace, Centre for Environmental Rights)
   Local Government agencies (e.g. City of Cape Town, NM Bay Metro) 
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Careers for Biodiversity
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