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Brazil has played a positive role on
tackling global climate changes:
• From 2006 to 2010, Brazil cut the rate of deforestation in the
Amazon by half compared to the previous five years. This
means that 5.9 million hectares of forests were saved
and the emission of about 2.2 billion tons of CO2 e was
prevented.
• This was achieved while increasing agricultural production and
reducing poverty, which proves that Brazil does not need more
deforestation to grow.
• Brazil approved a National Policy on Climate Change that
defines a greenhouse gas emission reduction target of
36.1% to 38.9% by 2020.
• This reduction represents 1.1 billion tons of CO2e per year.
• Almost two thirds of this reduction in emissions would come
from reducing deforestation in the Amazon and the Cerrado regions.
• Brazil committed to reducing deforestation in the Amazon by
80% and in Cerrado by 40% by the year of 2020, in comparison to
average rates from 1996 to 2005.

Scientists and civil
society oppose to the
new version of the law,
because it undermines
environmental protection.
a great reduction in CO2
emissions is possible from
reducing deforestation in the
amazon and cerrado regions.

Other paths to choose:

million hectares of
natural vegetation
in legal reserves could
be cleared or not
restored in all regions.

In the last decade, Brazil has made
so much progress in protecting
the environment and combating
climate change that it is seen by the
international community as a leader in
climate and biodiversity negotiations.
Will the country choose the path
of progress or retrogression?

Brazil’s current law, known as
Forest Code, establishes:
• Legal reserve: a percentage of rural properties that should be
permanently preserved under native vegetation cover.
• Areas of permanent protection: sensitive areas that should be
preserved, such as steep slopes and margins of river and streams.

Debates in Brazilian National Congress:
• In recent years, big landowners with great influence on the
Congress, known as ‘ruralists’, have been trying to change the
Forest Code. Historically, they have failed in complying with
environmental legislation and are trying to change the law to
legalise the deforestation they have carried out.
• In May 2011, they succeeded in approving a new version
of the law in the House of Representatives. The bill is now
under discussion in the Senate.
• The new version of the Forest Code was already approved
by Brazilian House of Representatives and is currently under
discussion in the Senate.
• Scientists and civil society oppose to the new version of the law,
because it undermines environmental protection.
• Scientists and lawyers have been consulted by senators about the
changes in the Forest Code, but this was not enough to convince
the majority of senators of the necessity of improving the bill to
guarantee the protection of vital environmental services.

The new Forest Code, if approved, would:
• Give amnesty for land owners that illegally cleared legal
reserves and areas of permanent protection until July 2008.
• Reduce areas that should be preserved under native vegetation
cover by including areas of permanent protection as part of the
legal reserve.
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Brazil has at least 61 million hectares of abandoned
or inadequately used lands that could be exploited
for agriculture expansion. This could almost double
the area used for agriculture and livestock raising
in the country. There is also an enormous potential
to enhance efficiency in agriculture and cattle
ranching. Brazil could also benefit from systems of
payment for environmental services, such as REDD
(reducing emissions from deforestation and forest
degradation). So why would Brazil allow the
destruction of its forests?

• Reduce the width of areas of permanent protection along
rivers and streams from 30 meters to 15 meters, to be
measured from the lowest water level instead of the highest
water level.

Land use in Brazil (million ha)

Consequences would be severe:

199,1

• 79 million hectares of natural vegetation in legal reserves could
be cleared or not restored in all all regions.
• 26-29 billion tons of CO2e would either be emitted
or not sequestered. These emissions are four times the
goal for global reductions in greenhouse gas emissions
under the Kyoto Protocol during 2008 and 2012.
• Emissions that could result from changes in the Forest
Code would make it practically impossible for
Brazil to meet its commitments on greenhouse
gas emissions reductions and would eliminate any
possibility of remuneration for environmental services.
• Increasing deforestation and decreasing forest restoration
would have negative impacts on climate, water resources,
soils, and biodiversity, and therefore would harm
agriculture instead of improving it.
Is this what Brazil want?

Next steps
If the Senate approves the new law, there is still the
possibility of a presidential veto to parts of the text or
even the entire bill. We are reaching fast the final steps
for a final approvement of the proposals at the National
Congress, without any substantial improvement up to now.
Brazilian society is mobilized and protesting against the
changes in the Forest Code.
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Rio+20
Brazil will host the upcoming Rio+20 Convention in
2012, and the changes on the Forest Code could severely
undermine the image of Brazil as a country committed to
environmental sustainability.
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