EXTRACT FROM THE IPW MANUAL FOR FARMS…
IPW Guideline 2: “Conservation and Improvement of the Farm and Environment” – also referred to as the “Biodiversity guidelines”
Certain aspects, like prevention of erosion, waste management and removal of invasive alien vegetation in accordance with legislation, pertain to all farms.  Other aspects, like conservation plans for natural vegetation and impact assessments for developing natural vegetation only pertain to farms where undisturbed, natural vegetation still occurs.  All farms should have an environment management plan, which would include conservation management, where applicable.  It is important that all workers and residents on the farm are familiar with and comply with the management plan.  Consult the IPW Manual for Biodiversity for more detailed information about biodiversity management on www.ipw.co.za or www.bwi.co.za 

Use Table 1 below to obtain the score out of 20 which you must fill in under guideline 2 in Appendix 1.  If any of the questions are not applicable to your farm (N/A), one point is also awarded.  Retain your completed copy of Table 1 with your IPW records for auditing purposes.
TABLE 1.  EVALUATION FORM FOR THE IPW BIODIVERSITY GUIDELINES

	2A Conservation and management of natural areas
	Yes

(1)
	No 

(0)
	N/A 

(1)

	Threatened Ecosystems
	
	
	

	1. Have you obtained ploughing permits for all virgin ground developments? 

(Note: Since July 2006 you also have to obtain environmental authorization from Dept of Environmental Affairs (DEADP) for the removal of any natural vegetation >3 ha.)
	
	
	

	2. Have you investigated the conservation value of the farm’s natural habitats? (i.e. got a specialist to do a vegetation survey, species-list, etc.)
	
	
	

	3. Do you have an environment or conservation management plan/policy drawn up for the farm? 

(See BWI website for a suggested Management Plan structure)
	
	
	

	4. Have the natural areas been awarded some form of formal protection? (i.e. conservancy, Special Management Area (SMA), Private Nature Reserve)
	
	
	

	Rivers and Wetlands
	
	
	

	5. Have all water uses (e.g. boreholes, dams/weirs, abstraction from river, modification of riverbanks) been registered/authorised with the Dept. of Water Affairs and Forestry? 
	
	
	

	6. Do you have adequate buffer zones along rivers and wetlands? 

(Recommended buffer widths of natural vegetation are 30-40m on either side of a river and 25-75m around a wetland)
	
	
	

	7. Have you improved/enlarged any aquatic habitat (farm dams, river edges, wetlands) to increase their value as wildlife habitat? (e.g. alien clearing, rehabilitation of river banks with indigenous vegetation)
	
	
	

	8. Are the wetlands on the property still in a natural state (i.e. have you altered or interfered with the natural flow of a wetland or the water source feeding into the wetland?)
	
	
	

	2B - Invading Alien Species
	
	
	

	9. Do you have an alien clearing schedule/clearing plan, or at minimum a record of cleared areas? 
	
	
	

	10. Have you begun with alien clearing operations?
	
	
	

	11. Have you used the recommended herbicides for alien clearing, correct dosages and correct application methods? 

(see the recommended herbicide application list from Ecoguard on the BWI website)
	
	
	

	12. Have you attempt to control/mitigate against alien invasive grasses or have you attempted to remove/control other alien species, besides alien trees? (e.g. mallard ducks, feral pigs, bass, trout) 
	
	
	

	2C - Fire management
	
	
	

	13. Is the farm stocked with adequate fire-fighting equipment, which is regularly maintained?
	
	
	

	14. Have any farm workers received formal fire-fighting training? 
	
	
	

	15. Does the farm have an adequate system of firebreaks in place and have all fire hazard ‘hotspots’ been identified?
	
	
	

	16. Have you joined a Fire Protection Agency (FPA)?
	
	
	

	2D - General land & vineyard management
	
	
	

	17. Have you left/created corridors between vineyard blocks?
	
	
	

	18. Are you using methods for problem animal control that are acceptable to a conservation agency (e.g. CapeNature) or BWI?
	
	
	

	19. Is erosion being prevented/controlled, especially next to farm roads?
	
	
	

	20. Is your solid waste, as well as compost and grape-skins disposal sites situated at least 100m away from a water source and not near an environmentally sensitive area? Is the waste disposal site fenced?
	
	
	

	Sub-total for each column
	
	
	

	Bonus points 
	
	
	

	TOTAL SCORE OUT OF 20 

(insert score into IPW farm evaluation form for guideline 2)
	
	
	


NOTE:  Bonus points (maximum of 2 points) can be awarded for the following type of activities: You have gone out of your way to protect biodiversity or implemented innovative environmental best practices (e.g. recycling programme for all farm waste, Environmental Education activities for farm workers or schools, established an indigenous nursery or plant herbarium, etc.). You must have a written motivation to substantiate any bonus points you award yourself.

