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From the CEO’s desk
At WWF South Africa, our goal is to inspire all people to live in 
harmony with nature for the betterment of our country and all those 
who live in it and depend upon its resources. WWF’s Earth Hour 
campaign is one such initiative that encapsulates this goal. This year 
for Earth Hour, we encouraged South Africans – both individuals 
and organisations – to honour the Earth. In response, thousands 
showed their commitment by making public promises to the planet 
on WWF’s Earth Hour platform. Besides the quantity of responses 
we received, WWF was overwhelmed by the quality of promises 
people made and the knowledge revealed in how they chose to 
honour the Earth.

We have dedicated a full spread in this issue to coverage of Earth 
Hour, but there are many more initiatives we have reported on which 
are also indicative of the many ways that South African individuals, 
companies and whole cities are honouring the Earth. The City of 
Cape Town, for instance, has been named the Global Earth Hour 
Capital for 2014, in recognition of its plans and strategies to reduce 
carbon development and battle climate change. In the inaugural 
South African Climate Solver Awards, convened by WWF South 
Africa, three innovative and entrepreneurial companies were 
acknowledged for their efforts in generating solutions to reducing 
carbon emissions and enhancing energy access around the world.

It is inspiring to see such strong commitments to living in harmony 
with nature across different spheres of South African society – 
from the individual to businesses to cities. And, of course, this 
very ethos permeates in all that we, at WWF, do. In Braamfontein, 
Johannesburg, we are transforming a relatively small site into a 
potential six-star green building, thereby demonstrating what is 
possible in the green building industry.  Our plans are ambitious – 
as they should be – but we see this green build as an opportunity to 
collaborate with our Corporate Partners and supporters to create 
something of shared value. Read more about this exciting initiative 
on page 10 and consider a contribution to WWF’s green build.
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WWF NEWS
WWF-SA hosts US office on fact-finding mission
In a first for WWF South Africa, our office 
hosted a highly successful visit by the Board 
of the WWF United States office. The WWF-
US Board was in South Africa on a fact-
finding mission to observe how WWF-SA 
has generated innovative responses to the 
unique conservation and sustainability 
challenges we face in a development context.

Members of the WWF staff and executive 
committee engaged with the Board 
during its visit, allowing for a fruitful 
exchange of ideas and experiences 
between the two offices. The WWF-US 
Board was particularly pleased to hear of 
our innovations across a range of areas, 
including our sustainable seafood initiative, 
SASSI, and the awareness-raising mobile 
gaming app Rhino Raid, among others. 
In addition, WWF South Africa Board 

WWF South Africa CEO, Morné du Plessis receives a gift to the WWF-SA Board from the CEO of WWF-US, 
Carter Roberts.

WWF’s Morné du Plessis and Jenny Clover, of ICLEI, present Cape Town’s Deputy 
Mayor, Alderman Ian Neilson, with the award for Global Earth Hour Capital 2014.

Chairman Valli Moosa, centre, is flanked by Fran Read and Andrew Baxter, of 
WWF’s Business Development team.
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Our Board chair ‘rides for nature’

Cape Town named Global 
Earth Hour Capital 2014

A special guest appeared at WWF’s stand at the Cape Argus Pick 
n Pay Momentum Cycle Tour EXPO on 7 March. Valli Moosa, the 
chairman of the WWF-SA Board, arrived at the stand as he prepared 
to race in the cycle tour on Sunday, 9 March.

Moosa is an avid cyclist and has been a keen supporter of WWF’s 
Ride for Nature campaign. The initiative gives nature-loving cyclists 
a chance to combine their twin passions by using their cycling to 
raise funds and awareness for conservation. 

“I am a proud supporter of WWF’s Ride for Nature campaign. 
If you are a lover of nature and of cycling, what better initiative to 
be involved in than one that allows you to pedal for the planet,” 
said Valli Moosa, who encouraged more riders to cycle for the 
cause. Read more about how Ride for Nature brought positive 
Pandamonium to this year’s Cycle Tour on page 11.

Cape Town has triumphed over 163 entrant cities from 14 countries 
to be named Global Earth Hour Capital 2014 in WWF’s Earth Hour 
City Challenge.

The city has been praised for its ambition and pioneering actions to 
combat climate change in its effort to improve quality of life for its 
citizens. Cape Town succeeds last year’s winner, Vancouver, Canada.

The judges found that Cape Town stood out as a role model for the 
global South with a showcase of green programmes and actions 
other cities can replicate. Cape Town has demonstrated how city 
strategies to reduce carbon development and battle climate change 
can also help tackle other development priorities such as food, 
energy and water security.

The city challenge, a collaborative effort between the WWF and the 
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI), 
aims to highlight and reward cities that are prepared to make 
substantial long-term efforts to combat climate change.

members – Chairman Valli Moosa, Thebe 
Ikalafeng and Tony Phillips – played host to 
our visitors from the United States.

“It is a pleasure for us to host a major WWF 
office in South Africa. Our US colleagues 

were able to see first-hand the passion and 
enthusiasm that runs deeply within our 
offices and underpins the important work 
we do,” said Morné du Plessis, the CEO of 
WWF South Africa.
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CONSErvATiON NEWS
Great gains for conservation 
of SA’s grasslands and 
wetlands
A major milestone for the conservation of 
South Africa’s grasslands and wetlands was 
reached on 22 January 2014 when the MEC 
for Economic Development, Environment 
and Tourism, Ms Pinky Phosa, declared five 
new protected areas in Mpumalanga.

South Africa’s grasslands are poorly 
represented in formal protected areas and this 
declaration will now add over 73 000 hectares 
of important grassland habitat to the network 
of protected areas within the province.

The new protected areas are: The 
Chrissiesmeer Protected Environment 
(60 203 hectares); The Kwamandlangampisi 
Protected Environment, near Wakkerstroom 
which is extended by 3 094 hectares; 
the Mabola Protected Environment 
(8 772 hectares), also near Wakkerstroom; 
the Tafelkop Nature Reserve (1 208 hectares); 
and the first community-owned protected 
environment in Mpumalanga, known as 
the Mndawe Trust Protected Environment 
(826 hectares), near Lydenburg.

Our grasslands are of vital cultural 
and natural importance. Read about 
them at wwf.org.za/grasslands

Stellenbosch), Kobus van der Merwe (Oep 
ve Koep Kitchen, Paternoster), Leigh Trout 
(Birds, Cape Town), Christo Pretorius 
(Twelve Apostles Hotel, Cape Town), Gregory 
Czarnecki (The Restaurant at Waterkloof, 
Somerset West), Geoffrey Murray (Conrad 
Pezula Resort, Knysna), Franck Dangereux 
(The Food Barn, Noordhoek).

“Our partnerships with chefs are inspired by 
a love of seafood and a shared commitment 
to help restore our overexploited seafood 
species,” said Janine Basson, the manager of 
WWF-SASSI.

Plotting the path for  
China-SA cooperation 
WWF South Africa, in partnership with the 
Centre for Chinese Studies and the Centre 
for Renewable and Sustainable Energy 
Studies, hosted a high-level China-Southern 
Africa roundtable dialogue on renewable 
energy (RE). Attended by Chinese and 
South African participants and representing 
government, state-owned and private 
enterprises, academia and civil society, the 
roundtable sought to chart a way forward 
towards renewable energy as the pathway to 
improved energy access and energy security 
in Southern Africa. It examined how 
renewable energy can act as an incentive 
for industrial development in Africa and 
evaluated the role of China in supporting 
the rollout of RE and South African 

developmental outcomes.

A series of podcasts emerged from 
this dialogue. Access the podcasts 
here: wwf.org.za/csapodcasts
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In the Eastern Cape, an initial team will 
start by clearing invasive vegetation in Van 
der Kemp’s Kloof and Bethelsdorp in greater 
Port Elizabeth.  This will not only help to 
restore the vegetation in these areas to its 
natural state but also improve safety and 
security for neighbouring communities and 
reduce the risk from wild fires.

People Working for the 
Environment launched in PE
An innovative environmental project that 
empowers young entrepreneurs while 
helping to restore the environment has been 
extended to Port Elizabeth.

“People Working for the Environment” is a 
joint project between WWF South Africa, 
Pioneer Foods and NCC Environmental 
Services, with the Nelson Mandela Bay 
Municipality also coming on board.

WWF-SASSi and Pick n Pay 
recognise top chefs
On 25 March, South Africa’s top chefs 
and restaurants, who have committed 
themselves to serving only delectable 
sustainable seafood dishes, were honoured 
at the SASSI Seafood Circle awards, 
sponsored by Pick n Pay.

Building on the phenomenal success and 
traction of the “Green, Orange, Red” guide 
among the South African public, the SASSI 
Seafood Circle recognises and celebrates 
chefs who are actively championing 
sustainable seafood practices in their 
restaurants.

The eight deserving WWF-SASSI 
Trailblazers are: Ryan Shell (Haute Cabriere 
Restaurant, Franschhoek), Christiaan 
Campbell (Delaire Graff Estate Restaurant, 

A People Working for the Environment team prepares to clear alien vegetation.
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NDlAmlENzE COmmUNiTY 
WWF and Ndlamlenze inspire other communities 
to live in harmony with nature

Located at the source of the Pongola, a 

category A river, lives a community called 

Ndlamlenze. This rural community owns 

three properties namely; Mooiplats, 

Strydfontein and Rondehoek, totalling an 

area of 3 348,176 hectares. In a stewardship 

assessment, by Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife and 

WWF, it was discovered that the area is a 

biodiversity hotspot and qualifies for ‘Nature 

Reserve’ status. The Ndlamlenze community 

was approached by WWF in November 2012 

to discuss participating in a land reform and 

stewardship project. 

Consultations took just fifteen months 

to complete before a Biodiversity 

Agreement was signed in February 2014, 

one of the quickest processes facilitated 

by WWF South Africa between land 

reform beneficiaries and the provincial 

conservation authorities. The project 

currently only encompasses the Mooiplats 

area, giving the community an opportunity 

to better understand land reform and 

stewardship before opting to upgrade 

to Protected Environment status. The 

iNkosi Nzima project has created jobs 

for 60 people so far, in a community of 

approximately 1246 people, most of whom 

are unemployed. Half of those employed 

form part of the Zibambele initiative, which 

focuses on fixing roads, and the other 30 

are involved with the Community Work 

Programme (CWP).

The quick turnaround in process completion 

has been attributed to a number of 

factors, namely; the close relationship 

between WWF’s Biodiversity Stewardship 

Officer, Ayanda Nzimande, and his team 

with the community, the community’s 

familiarity with WWF and other successful 

programmes in surrounding communities, 

the strong influential leadership of iNkosi 

Nzima and members of his tribal house, and 

lastly a better understanding by WWF of 

the process and complexities of mediating a 

land reform stewardship agreement.

At the heart of WWF is a vision to inspire people to live in harmony with nature. 
The iNkosi Nzima project, named in honour of the iNkosi of the Ndlamlenze 
community, is one of two land reform and stewardship projects in the Enkangala 
Grasslands Programme that inspires these sentiments. 

Donor support from Nedbank has greatly 

assisted with incentivising the community 

by supplying hippo rollers that improve 

water access, solar lamps that can charge 

cellphones, and two vegetable garden 

tunnels which will improve the community’s 

food security. 

As with all land reform projects the greatest 

challenges faced by Ayanda Nzimande and 

his team are the community’s lack of basic 

services and access to financial support. 

“With additional funding, we can assist 

the Ndlamlenze community to erect their 

fences for property boundaries and camps 

correctly, train them in areas of alien 

plant clearing and fire fighting, and help 

them to improve their livestock’s grazing 

habits. At the end of the day, we try to 

uplift communities by creating a platform 

for social collaboration which contributes 

towards both the social upliftment of 

the communities and our collective 

conservation goals,” said Nzimande.

nedbank helps ndlamlenze plant 
the seeds of food security
Thanks to Nedbank, a long-time 
supporter and strategic partner of 
WWF South Africa, the Ndlamlenze 
community project has received two 
vegetable garden tunnels valued at 
R7 500 each. These veggie tunnels 
(pictured) were donated ahead of 
the inauguration of iNkosi Nzima, 
with the intention of improving the 
community’s food security. WWF 
and the Ndlamlenze community 
are thankful to Nedbank for this 
support and previous donations 
such as the hippo rollers (with a total 
value of R200 000) and 123 solar 
lanterns (about R41 000) which have 
improved the community’s water and 
energy access.



Panda Bulletin April 2014 – Page 6

EArTH HOUr 2014 
Earth Hour delivers promises to save the planet
On 29 March, South Africans joined the world to celebrate the World Wide Fund for 
Nature’s Earth Hour 2014, and express their united commitment towards a more 
sustainable future. A host of activities and events were held across the country.
According to Eskom, South Africans saved 
575 megawatts of electricity during the hour. 
The amount saved was enough to power 
a city the size of Polokwane in Limpopo 
Province for an hour. Although Earth Hour 
is about more than saving energy, this 
substantial figure shows the commitment 
of many South Africans to take positive 
action for the environment and signal their 
connection with environmentally aware 
citizens in other parts of the world.

In what has become an Earth Hour tradition, 
Table Mountain joined several famous 
places and iconic landmarks including: 
the Pyramids of Giza; the Sydney Harbour 
Bridge and Opera House; the Tower Bridge 
in London; the Christ the Redeemer statue 
in Rio de Janeiro; the Wat Arun Temple 
in Bangkok; Times Square in New York 
City and the Las Vegas Strip, in a dramatic 
switch-off which swept across the globe. 

Embracing the global shift of Earth Hour 
from an event to a movement, WWF South 
Africa developed a promise platform 
and invited the public – throughout the 
month of March - to log in and answer 
the question, “How Do You Honour the 
Earth?” Every promise submitted visually 
transformed a degraded virtual Earth into 

a beautiful restored planet (as seen on 
the cover of this edition). A wide range of 
South African individuals, companies and 
communities responded to the call and 
made commitments. Promises ranged from 
simple acts such as saving electricity to 
more ambitious gestures such as installing 
solar water heating systems and radically 
transforming their food choices. Other 
promises spoke to the uplifting spiritual 
benefits which nature provides with some 
promising to take longer walks in the great 
outdoors and others committing to care 
more for their immediate surroundings.

The success of the platform is evidence 
that South Africans have a genuine will 
and desire to live in harmony with nature. 
We know that promises (or intentions), when 
converted into actions result in change – 
and this is the power of Earth Hour.  

pick n pay, Cape town

We commit to building 250 Community food 
gardens by the end of 2015. Food gardens 
help communities be less at risk from climate 
change, by helping them to grow their own 
food. To assist our customers in being able to 

live more sustainable lives, 
we will also continue to work 
with WWF-SASSi to be the 
first retailer in Africa, to only 
stock sustainably sourced 
seafood by the end of 2015.

greenpeace Africa, Johannesburg

We promise to continue 
holding our leaders to 
account when it comes 
to how our electricity is 
generated in South Africa. 
We’ll praise those who are 
advancing renewable energy 
solutions, and actively 
push for their rollout in 
places where change has 
been slow.

Matthew Booth, Johannesburg

i promise to save, conserve 
and to be considerate towards 
our future generations!

ryan o’Connor, Cape town

my promise to our Earth is to live 
in harmony with nature; spread 
love and joy to those around me 
and to save water and recycle 
through my everyday actions.

Woolworths South Africa, Cape town

We commit to working with our sustainability partner, 
WWF-SA, on sustainable farming, water management 
and encouraging customers to make responsible seafood 
choices. We encourage our customers to sign up for a 
myPlanet card and choose WWF-SA as a beneficiary, to 
support the great work they do with every swipe, at no 
extra cost. To find out more, go to: www.myplanet.co.za 
or www.woolworths.co.za/goodbusinessjourney
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Switch-off celebrations
There were many celebrations across 
South Africa and the rest of the globe on 
the night. But celebrations in Cape Town 
were particularly festive following the 
announcement that the city had triumphed 
over 163 entrants from 14 countries to win 
the Earth Hour City Challenge. A ceremony 
was held at the V&A Waterfront where WWF 
South Africa’s CEO Dr Morné du Plessis and 
Mrs Jenny Clover, Senior Manager of ICLEI, 
handed over the Earth Hour Global Capital 
award to the Executive Deputy Mayor of 
Cape Town, Alderman Ian Neilson.

Other noteworthy Earth Hour events in 
South Africa included an Earth Hour Camp-
out at the Johannesburg Zoo, a switch-off at 
the Hilton Hotel in Durban, a switch-off and 
candlelight hour at Sun City, an Earth Hour 
pyjama party at the Harold Porter Botanical 
Garden in Betty’s Bay and a celebration at 
the Green Urth Market in Bloemfontein.

Support
WWF South Africa is grateful for the many 
high-profile personalities who came on 
board as Earth Hour 2014 supporters to help 
raise awareness to honour the Earth ahead 
of and beyond the hour. They included Miss 
Earth SA and LeadSA; Archbishop Thabo 
Makgoba; eNCA meteorologists Derek van 
Dam and Joel Guy; actors/presenters Kajal 

Hotel Verde, keen supporters of WWF, hosted 
a cosy and festive Earth Hour celebration, with 
a live acoustic band, acrobats and jugglers. 
There was a lively night market, which attracted 
about 600 guests, all in celebration of the hour. 
Consol Glass lamps illuminated the venue as 
people soaked up the performances. WWF 
showcased its merchandise which raised funds 
for conservation.

On Muizenberg Beach near Cape Town, a Glow 
in the Dark Soccer Tournament saw four teams of 
school children from the AfriOceans Conservation 
Alliance Warriors at Marine Primary, Ocean 
View, Ukhanyo Primary and Masiphumelele and 
two Surf Shack Outreach teams from Capricorn 
Park kick off for Earth Hour in a novel event that 
brought sport and conservation together.

The Earth Hour celebration at the v&A Waterfront was well supported, with a strong WWF presence. The crowd 
was thoroughly entertained by the Cape Philharmonic Orchestra (above) and Chi-Chi, the panda (above right).

Celebrity supporters sport their Earth Hour tees. 
From left: 5FM’s Jamie Saint; Carishma Basday; and 
meteorologist Derek van Dam and the eNCA team.

Bagwandeen, Carishma Basday and Nicole 
Biondi; musicians Roland Albertson and 
Louise Carver; comedians Angel Campey, 
Siv Ngesi and Charles Tertiens; digital 
strategist Dave Duarte and soccer star 
Matthew Booth.

There were also many radio personalities 
who supported the Earth Hour 2014 
campaign, with a special word of thanks to 
Seano Loots of the Good Hope FM afternoon 
drive as well as Leigh-Anne Williams and 
Geri Olwagen; the Kfm breakfast team Ryan 
O’Connor, Jeremy Harris and Liezel van der 
Westhuizen; Benito Vergotine of Smile FM, 
5FM’s Catherine Grenfell and Jamie Saint; 
Gigasi FM’s Zookey Zarling; Jozi FM’s Mpho 
Putini; Azania Mosaka of Power FM and 
Amore Bekker and Jacqui January of RSG.

 number of prominent schools from around 
the country also supported WWF’s Earth 
Hour. Their inspiring promises can be seen 
on our WWF Kids page.

WWF South Africa understands that 
Earth Hour is about people and their 
actions, and so we thank you for joining 
this global movement to do positive 
things for our planet during the hour 
and beyond. Together with you, we will 
boldly continue on a path of honouring 
the Earth.
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ClimATE SOlvEr
New awards recognise climate innovations
WWF South Africa has named three winners in the South African Climate Solver 
Awards, part of a global challenge established to support small businesses that 
are developing and commercialising innovations that reduce carbon emissions 
and boost energy access around the world.
The three winning innovations demonstrate the entrepreneurs’ 
success in delivering the same customer service, but with 80% or 
more reduction in greenhouse gas emissions (GHG). In addition to 
the potential for substantial GHG emission reductions, the selected 
projects contribute to a wide range of sustainability benefits.

Rhino Modified Wood is a high-durability timber product suitable 
for building and decorative applications. The sustainably heat-
treated and impregnated local timber provides a strong, non-toxic 
replacement to tropical hardwood.

The product is an environmental, social and economic solution to 
the growing demand for wood in a world of rapidly diminishing 
rainforests, thus contributing to the slowing of deforestation. The 
greenhouse gas impact is significant, with estimates showing that 
we can avoid 95% of the GHG emissions by opting for applications 
with Rhino Wood rather than unsustainably sourced Red Meranti 
(tropical hardwood).

Nutrient recycling company AgriProtein Technologies has devised a 
solution supplying sustainable protein sources for animal feed. The 
mass rearing of flies to produce eggs, followed by harvesting and 
ongrowing, provides larvae that consume organic waste such as food 
and abattoir waste. The larvae are a valuable source of sustainable 
animal feed protein.

Replacing fishmeal in animal feeds results in transformative reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions that would otherwise be incurred in 
ocean trawling, converting of fish to meal and inland transport by road 
of fishmeal to producers of feed formulations. The product, Magmeal, 
is estimated to emit 81% less greenhouse gas emissions per tonne than 
fishmeal. The climate gains are however a co-benefit compared to 
Magmeal’s potential to assist protection of natural fish stocks that are 
in rapid decline, reduce the amount of waste sent to landfill sites, and 
lessen the massive impact of meat consumption.

Finally, the SolarTurtle, a product developed by social entrepreneur 
Ugesi Gold, functions as a solar energy distribution point or mobile 

power station. Packaged in a shipping container, the container 
unfolds during the day to charge numerous battery packs using solar 
power. These battery packs can be taken to where they are needed to 
provide a versatile source of electricity.

The technology can reduce the use of kerosene, which is a primary 
energy source in many rural communities, while increasing access to 
cheaper, cleaner, safer energy for longer periods.

WWF partners on the Climate Solver project include; Centre for 
Renewable and Sustainably Energy Studies (CRSES), Stellenbosch 
University, GreenCape, The Green House, Atlantic Specialised Finance, 
University of the Free State, Process, Energy and Environmental 
Technology Station (PEETS) and the University of Johannesburg.

To view videos of these climate innovations and learn 
more about the awards, go to wwf.org.za/climatesolver
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Modified soft wood like 
Rhino Modified Wood 
has the potential to 
reduce emissions by 
22,5 million tonnes of 
GHG per year by 2024 
by taking a market 
share of 14,4 % of the 
global sawn hardwood 
market and replacing 
unsustainably sourced 
tropical hardwood. 

If Solarturtle could 
meet a market 
penetration of 100 
villages by 2024 it 
could service 720 000 
people and provide 
avoided emissions 
from kerosene of 
7 000 tonnes of CO2.

By replacing 
fishmeal and 
taking an 8,7% 
global market 
share, Magmeal 
has the potential 
to reduce 
emissions 
by 23 million 
tonnes of 
CO2 per year 
by 2024.
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rENEWABlE ENErGY FESTivAl

The atmosphere was vibrant and 

supporters of the movement, especially 

students and those with a keen interest 

in sustainable living, were encouraged to 

attend seminars and debates. To maintain 

an air of enthusiasm and keep the energy 

flowing while engaging with a subject as 

complex as renewable energy, guests were 

kept entertained by a good selection of 

musical and comedic artists which included, 

amongst others, the aptly named Hot Water, 

the Gugulethu Tenors and Nik Rabinowitz.

Renewable energy is a topic most often 

discussed at a policy level, and this was 

the first public event in South Africa to 

promote renewable energy and where 

people were able to engage with experts 

in the field. There were also Q&A sessions 

where festival goers could put the seasoned 

experts to the test. Speakers on the day 

included businessman and engineer, 

Frank Spencer; environmental justice 

activist, Ferrial Adam; and Achmat Chotia, 

principal of Glendale Secondary School in 

Mitchells Plain.

Alexis Scholtz, Energy Access Initiative 

Coordinator at WWF-SA, said of the 

festival, “It was fantastic to see so many 

people participate in the various learning 

forums and visit the exhibitors to learn 

more about renewables and the climate 

change. But more importantly it showed that 

South Africans want to know more about 

renewables, and events such as this one 

are important for informing the public and 

communities about energy issues.”

lively festival ignites renewable energy awareness
WWF South Africa in a joint effort with the Alternative Information Development 
Centre (AIDC) and the City of Cape Town hosted the Renewable Energy Festival at 
the lush Green Point Urban Park in February. The objective of the festival, which 
forms part of the WWF Seize your Power global campaign, was to educate festival 
goers about the importance and socio-economic benefits of embracing renewable 
energy sources.
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There were activities 
for young and old 
at the Renewable 
Energy Festival, with 
a mix of insightful 
lectures, science-based 
games, and musical 
entertainment provided 
by environmentally 
minded band Hot Water 
(bottom right).
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WWF GrEEN BUilD
rethinking redevelopment
WWF is transforming a small 248 m2 Johannesburg site into a sustainability 
hub and showcase by choosing an existing building in Braamfontein’s inner city 
precinct for our new regional headquarters. The aim is to use the current built 
environment as a catalyst for positive environmental change, while challenging 
other developers to do the same. 
“We made a conscious decision to position 

ourselves in Braamfontein, where the city 

has been rejuvenated. With this project we 

want to demonstrate what is possible in the 

green building industry and how existing 

buildings can be transformed sustainably,” 

explains WWF Corporate Partnerships 

and Innovations Manager Stephen 

Elliot-Wetmore.

The decision to deconstruct and redevelop 

was grounded in an ethos of sustainability 

– this project aims to maximise the reuse 

of existing materials while minimising the 

use of new ones. This approach is intensified 

by the underlying financial constraints and 

accountability endemic to an NGO. Wetmore 

acknowledges, “We were obliged to ask the 

question: how can we build cheaper than 

the default ways?” Simon Cretney of Alive 

Architecture says the challenge of designing 

and building on a shoestring budget is 

sparking innovative thinking.

Currently in its final design phase, 

the project promises to be a physical 

representation of WWF’s mandate to protect 

the natural environment and to promote 

lasting sustainability (our intent is to meet 

the criteria for a six-star rating from the 

National Green Building Council, which 

would make it the first refurbishment 

in South Africa to receive this rating). 

The two street-facing facades will remain 

intact while the rest of the building will 

be carefully deconstructed to make space 

for the redevelopment. A key architectural 

feature will be a rooftop deck and garden 

for leisure and entertainment use, floating 

above well-conceived, contemporary office 

and meeting spaces.

WWF South Africa’s Corporate Network 

Partners will benefit from access to the 

building – not only will they be hosted at WWF 

events, but they will also have the option of 

utilising the venue for their own meetings and 

events. In this way, the building will become 

a hub for not only sustainability but also for 

knowledge-sharing, as our Partners interact 

and exchange ideas with one another as well 

as with us. Accordingly, Network Partners 

and other companies have rallied around the 

Braamfontein project by offering their goods or 

services to WWF in support of this initiative. 

These donations in kind greatly assist us in 

realising our vision. In this regard, we would 

like to extend our sincere thanks to Rhino 

Modified Wood, Oconobricks, Sensus, Cobra, 

Plascon and Lafarge.

If you or your company would like to 

contribute to this project, whether 

in terms of a donation or by way of 

an offer of goods or services, please 

contact Stephen Elliot-Wetmore at 

swetmore@wwf.org.za.
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The two street-facing facades will remain intact. A key architectural feature will be a rooftop deck and 
garden, floating above well-conceived, contemporary office and meeting spaces.
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riDE FOr NATUrE
Spot the pandas at the Cape Argus Pick n Pay 
momentum Cycle Tour 
This year’s WWF South Africa ‘Ride for Nature’ contingent in the Cape Argus 
Pick n Pay Momentum Cycle Tour on 9 March was the largest for the campaign 
to date – in 2012 160 riders took part, in 2013 there were 220 and in 2014 the 
group was 350-strong. 2014 has also seen the most funds raised through the 
Cycle Tour, which has garnered approximately half a million Rand for WWF’s 
conservation work.

“We are extremely proud of the success of this campaign so far and 

we hope to build momentum around our fundraising efforts and 

entice more cyclists to cycle for our cause,” said Dr Andrew Baxter, 

Head of Business Development and Fundraising at WWF-SA.

WWF’s Ride for Nature initiative offers environmentally conscious 

cyclists the opportunity to raise much-needed conservation funds 

and make a meaningful contribution through their sport, while 

spending time in the magnificent landscapes that South Africa 

has to offer. Cyclists can join the Panda Peloton and ride in WWF 

colours in any race anywhere in the country, and are given tools and 

tips for fundraising online by using email and social media to ask 

friends, family and colleagues to sponsor their race. 

Our theme for this year was WWF-SASSI (the WWF Southern 

African Sustainable Seafood Initiative) through which we are 

raising awareness around sustainable seafood choices. In line with 

this, we are proud to have had I&J as the primary sponsor of the 

2014 Panda Peloton. I&J has a long history of responsible fishing 

and in an industry-leading move has recently signed an agreement 

with WWF-SASSI committing itself to bold sustainability targets.

In a novel twist, this year’s Panda Peloton was joined by five 

unicycle riders from Team OddWheel, which is well-known in 

cycling circles for helping to significantly raise the profile of 

unicycling in South Africa. The team included Donna Kisogloo who, 

in 2012, became the first woman to complete the Cycle Tour on a 

unicycle. Other head-turning WWF riders were adventurer Ray 

Chaplin on a BMX and a handful of intrepid tandem cyclists!

Spectators and riders alike participated in a fun Twitter 

competition  on the day, whereby anyone spotting a WWF cycle 

jersey en route could snap a photo and tweet it using the hashtag 

#SpotThePanda. The entries ranged from inspiring to fun, with 

the winner Ashleigh Rae Eave tweeting a photo of one of our 

unicyclists taking a break to join an impromptu jam with a group 

of roadside musicians!

Pedalling for the planet is a growing movement, as people realise 

that cycling is not only a fun, healthy sport and a viable form of 

green transport, but also offers them a way to make a positive 

difference in their world.
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FUNDrAiSiNG

A Grand ‘Night out for the Panda’
It has to be an extraordinary evening when 
a buyer gamely outbids a rival to secure 
a much-desired artwork by the late Keith 
Joubert, only to tell the organisers to 
consider the winning bid a donation and 
to put the painting back up for auction the 
same night. It sounds incredible, but this is 
what happened at WWF’s fundraiser at The 
Grand, near Granger Bay, Cape Town on 
27 March.

Some 130 supporters – including leading 
businesspeople, young professionals and 
fashionistas – attended the event billed ‘A 
Night out for the Panda’. It was a glamorous 
but relaxed evening of good food and wine, 
entertainment and excellent company – and 
all for a good cause: raising funds for WWF 
South Africa’s conservation work.

Winning with WWF
Three lucky WWF supporters recently 
won fantastic luxury getaways courtesy 
of Isibindi Africa Lodges, valued at more 
than R20 000. Fiercely committed to 
conservation and making a difference, 
the Isibindi Africa team undertook to do 
their bit for the planet by sponsoring these 
great prizes.

WWF supporters with MySchool MyVillage 
MyPlanet cards swiped in their droves 
during January and February; with each 
swipe earning them another entry into a 
draw for a getaway to the Thonga Beach 
Lodge (set on the pristine shores of the 
Maputaland coast in Northern KwaZulu-
Natal). This fabulous prize was won by 
Mariska Rademeyer of Cape Town, who 
has had her MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet 

Mariska was bowled over at the good news: 
“I couldn’t believe it when they called me to 
say I’d won - I looked at the phone and thought 
it must be a joke. My family never wins 
anything; this is the first thing I’ve ever won.”

The two other prize-winners were both 
part of our WWF Ride for Nature initiative, 
whereby cyclists can ride in WWF colours in 
any race to help raise funds. Alastair Stalker, 
the cyclist who raised the most money for 
conservation between 19 December 2013 
and 14 March 2014, won a two-night stay 
for two at the heavenly Zulu Lodge, while 
Chris van der Merwe will be enjoying his 
stay at the unspoiled Kosi Forest Lodge after 
successfully referring friends to pedal for 
the planet as part of the Panda Peloton in 
the Cape Argus Pick n Pay Momentum Cycle 
Tour. Congratulations to all our winners 
– and many thanks once again to Isibindi 
Africa for their generous sponsorship.

Valli Moosa, the chairman of WWF South 
Africa’s board, regaled guests with an 
inspiring welcome address covering the 
breadth and depth of the work that WWF 
does on multiple fronts. Building on this, 
our photographer-in-residence, Adrian 
Steirn delivered a visually-rich presentation, 
replete with rousing audio-visual clips, 
that had the crowd in rapture before the 
evening’s main proceedings, which were 
presided over by auctioneer Iain Banner.

Banner’s expert handling of proceedings saw 
a total of R640 000 raised as a number of 
prestigious items went under the hammer, 
including a connoisseur’s collection of 
wine, Kirsten Goss jewellery, a personally 
commissioned portrait by Adrian Steirn 
and the aforementioned oil on canvas 

by Keith Joubert, which was auctioned 
twice and sold for R210 000 and R170 000 
respectively.
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WWF South Africa’s photographer-in-residence 
Adrian Steirn with Lungi and Mfundo Morrison.

Lucky winner Mariska Rademeyer posing proudly 
with her MySchool Myvillage MyPlanet card.

The Grand Café and Beach provided an ideal and 
sophisticated setting for the evening’s event.

Mark Read, a former WWF-SA board chair, shares a moment with the current 
chair, valli Moosa, Elizabeth Rees-Jones and WWF-SA CEO Dr Morné du Plessis.

SolarTurtle

card for about a year and added WWF as a 
beneficiary as her contribution to a planet in 
harmony with nature.
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SUPPOrT

Become part of the future
Corporate Partnerships are divided into three tiers 
(fees payable per annum):

Partner/Silver (R10 000 – R24 999) 

Senior Partner/Gold (R25 000 – R74 999)

Principal Partner/Green (R75 000+)

For more information about Partnership benefits,  
contact Puleng Mosholi (pmosholi@wwf.org.za) or  
+27 11 447 1213)

Join the WWF Corporate Network
As a Corporate Network Partner, you benefit from a one-to-one 
relationship with us and the ability to draw on our knowledge base 
as you move along your sustainability path – but it goes much 
further than that. True to the nature of a network, it is also an 
interconnected system of relationships between your business and 
other Network Partners. Partners can access and share experiences 
and information across companies and industries, for maximum 
mutual benefit. They can also approach us for introductions to other 
Partner companies and for advice and guidance. 

For further information, please contact Stephen Elliot-
Wetmore on 021 657 6600 or at swetmore@wwf.org.za.

New Network Partners

Fair Cape (Pty) Ltd

How you, your family and your company can 
support WWF South Africa!

To find out more about how you can support WWF, visit wwf.org.za/act_now

mAkE A DONATiON Or lEAvE A lEGACY
Become a WWF supporter by donating 
once-off or by a regular debit order. 
Visit wwf.org.za/donate. Your support  
is vital in assisting us to achieve our 
important conservation goals.

By leaving a bequest in  
your will, you leave a living  
legacy that will have  
a lasting impact on our  
planet for generations to  
come and be a testament to your deep 
commitment to a future in which 
humans live in harmony with nature.

SWiPE SmArT FOr WWF
Set up WWF as a beneficiary  
on your MyPlanet card, and every  
swipe will directly benefit us!  
Your Pick n Pay Smart Shopper 
and SAA Voyager cards allow you  
to donate your points or miles to us.  
Using your Nedbank Green Affinity 
account is another way to automatically 
support WWF.

GET kiTTED OUT iN WWF GEAr
Our fashionable range of 
WWF t-shirts, hoodies, 
buffs and drinkware is now 
available online.  
Order via shop.wwfsa.org.za

DOWNlOAD & PlAY  
WWF rHiNO rAiD
WWF Rhino Raid is a fun  
mobile game about Rad the  
rhino’s adventures as he  
takes on poachers in a thrill- 
filled chase. Proceeds go to  
WWF’s rhino conservation work. 
Download for $1 from Apple  
iTunes, the Samsung App  
Store or Google Play.

riDE FOr NATUrE
Nature-loving cyclists can raise funds and 
awareness for conservation by cycling in 
WWF colours in any race anywhere in 
South Africa at any time.  
Visit wwf.org.za/ridefornature

CONSUmE WiSElY
Our Southern African 
Sustainable Seafood Initiative 
(SASSI) and Biodiversity and 
Wine Initiative (BWI) give 
you the information you need 
to make sustainable choices. 
Visit wwfsassi.co.za and  
bwi.co.za

GET YOUr COmPANY iNvOlvED
Sign up as a Corporate Partner, donate your 
company’s products or services  
or consider a payroll  
giving scheme.

TAX BENEFiTS FOr DONOrS
WWF South Africa has been approved 
by the South African Revenue Services 
as a “public benefit organisation” in 
terms of section 30 of the Income Tax 
Act and is exempt from income tax in 
terms of section 10(1)(cN) of the Act. 
Donations to WWF are exempt from 
donations tax and estate duty and will 
be tax-deductible in the hands of donors 
in terms of and subject to the limitations 
prescribed in Section 18A of the Income 
Tax Act.

Donations-in-kind

Avis (vehicles)
Terrapinn Ltd (exhibition stands and event access)
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WWF kiDS
South Africa’s schools set the example in honouring the Earth

Earth Hour crossword

Panda maze

When WWF South Africa invited promises to honour the Earth from South Africans ahead 
of Earth Hour, we were heartened that a number of schools across the country rose to the 
occasion. St Dominic’s Catholic School for Girls, St David’s Marist in Inanda, John Wesley 
School in Eshowe, St John’s Preparatory School in Johannesburg, and Kingswood College 
in Grahamstown were among the many which went online and made promises to do 
something positive for the planet for Earth Hour and beyond.

Every year millions of supporters around the world come 
together to show their support for our planet and environment 
on Earth Hour. We hope you turned off your lights on the night 
to show your support for this global movement. Now test your 
knowledge with this fun Earth Hour crossword.

Help Chi-Chi, the panda, find her way 
through this maze to the stick of bamboo.

AcROSS:
1. On what day of 

the week was 
Earth Hour? 

2. What animal makes 
the WWF logo? 

DOWN:
1. What is the name of 

our planet?

2. 70% of the planet is covered 
in this.

3. Trees supply us with this.

4. What twinkles in the sky 
at night?

i promise to try to inculcate a love 
of the natural world in the pupils 
i teach, to cycle whenever possible 
rather than drive, to use as few 
plastic bags as possible, and to 

honour the Creator by 
caring for His world.make all learners more 

environmentally aware. Grow 
indigenous saplings to replace 
alien vegetation. Try to reduce 
the amount of electrical 
appliances that are used.

St mary’s School, Waverley, 
promises to make more 
than 1 000 people aware 
of EArTH HOUr and to 
encourage all to make their 
own pledges.

1

2

kingswood College, 
Grahamstown, South Africa

St John’s Preparatory 
School, Johannesburg, 
South Africa

St Mary’s School, Waverley, 
Gauteng, South Africa

If you, your friends, 
family or school celebrated 
Earth Hour on 29 March, 
WWF would like to hear 
about it. You can send us 
your Earth Hour stories 
and pictures by emailing 
earthhour@wwf.org.za.  
And remember positive 
action for our planet goes 
beyond the hour. 

cROSSWORD ANSWERS: ACROSS: 1. Saturday; 2. panda. DOWN: 1. Earth; 2. water; 3. oxygen; 4. stars
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Donating to WWF monthly  
is a meaningful way  

to make a difference. 

regular small donations  
allow us to keep working  

towards our vision of a future  
in harmony with nature.

Sign up online
wwf.org.za/give

To find out more, contact Denise Samson
+27 21 657 6600 dsamson@wwf.org.za 

Be part of making that vision real – become a WWF debit order donor.

Help build a better future



100%
rECYClED

163
is the number of entrants Cape 
Town beat to become the Global 
Earth Hour Capital of 2014

WWF-SA is a registered Non-Profit Organisation, number 003-226 NPO. © 1986 panda symbol and 
® “WWF” Registered Trademark of WWF-World Wide Fund For Nature (formerly World Wildlife Fund), 
1st Floor, Bridge House, Boundary Terraces, Mariendahl Lane, Newlands, Cape Town, PO Box 23273, 
Claremont, 7735, t: +27 21 657 6600, e: info@wwf.org.za, www.wwf.org.za

350

60

 is the number of cyclists who 
pedalled for the planet with the 
WWF Panda Peloton at the Cape 
Argus Pick n Pay Momentum 
Cycle Tour

jobs have been created through 
the Grasslands Programme’s work 
with the Ndlamlenze community 
in KwaZulu-Natal 

>2 300
the number of quality promises 
to the Earth made by WWF 
Supporters for Earth Hour

WWF South Africa

Why we are here

www.wwf.org.za

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in whic h humans li ve in harmony with natur e.

WWF.OrG.zA
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