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From the CEO’s desk
As WWF made the transition into the New Year, we found 

ourselves reflecting on the disappointing outcomes of the COP17 

climate change talks in Durban at the end of last year and the 

release of worrying rhino poaching statistics for the year 2011. 

These challenges, however, only serve to underscore the vital role 

WWF has to play in meeting the conservation and environmental 

challenges that face us all.

I take pleasure, then, in presenting this year’s first edition of our 

supporter’s magazine. In this issue we review some of the key 

events and outcomes at COP17 and also unpack the proposed 

carbon tax, an initiative that government, environmentalists and 

other stakeholders strongly believe will help to mitigate climate 

change and support the adaption projects required to help all 

South Africans face the effects of climate change. We report from 

the frontlines, training rooms and boardrooms the important work 

our various conservation units are engaged in to, amongst other 

things, protect and stimulate the growth of our rhino populations, 

transform the seafood market and secure our country’s water future.

I also am happy to announce a few firsts. In 2012, WWF entered a 

‘Panda Peloton’ in the world-renowned Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle 

Tour in an effort to raise funds for our conservation efforts. We’re 

proud to say we attracted more than 160 cyclists to ride for nature. 

We also hosted the 2012 edition of Earth Hour, the world’s largest 

voluntary action for the environment, which this year launched 

an innovative, new campaign – I Will If You Will – a social media-

driven initiative aimed at uniting people behind the common goal 

of saving the planet. We trust that you switched off for the hour 

between 8.30 and 9.30pm on Saturday 31 March, and hope you 

will continue to stay switched on for the environment, supporting 

our efforts to inspire all those in South Africa to live in harmony 

with nature.

For a Living Planet, 
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DaRiNg THE WORlD TO SavE THE PlaNET
This year Earth Hour, the world’s largest 
voluntary action for the environment, took 
a giant leap beyond the hour with the I Will 
If You Will campaign, showcasing how 
everyone has the power to change the world 
we live in.

The concept of I Will If You Will is based on a 
social contract between parties – connecting 
one person, business or organisation to a 
promise and their friends, family, customers 
or members to a challenge – uniting them 
behind the common goal of saving the planet.

In the build-up to Earth Hour, which took 
place on 31 March from 8:30 – 9:30pm, 
there were a number of challenges 
from WWF supporters and Earth Hour 
ambassadors. The DHL Stormers promised 
to plant indigenous trees to help green a 
community if 10 000 of their fans donated 
old rugby kit to an underprivileged 

Prince Charles meets 
with WWF-Sa
WWF South Africa received some royal attention when Prince 
Charles and his wife Camilla visited the Munyawana Private 
Game Reserve and the Cape Town harbour at the end of 2011. 
The pair were treated to a game drive in which they visited the 
site of WWF-SA’s Black Rhino Range Expansion Project (BRREP). 
They also visited the Cape Town harbour to see first-hand how bird-
scaring lines are deployed on local trawlers, one of the areas of the 
fishing industry which concerns WWF’s sustainable fisheries work.

The Prince of Wales, who is also the President of WWF-UK, 
expressed his positive impression of WWF-SA’s conservation work 
and commended the organisation’s staff for the good work they were 
doing to inspire people to live in harmony with nature.

‘Mr Brand’, Thebe Ikalafeng has joined the WWF-SA board.

Former WWF-Sa 
chair gets top 
conservation award 

The former chair of the WWF-SA board, Mark Read has been awarded 
the organisation’s Lonmin Conservation Award for 2011. The WWF-SA 
Lonmin Conservation Award recognises highly commendable 
contributions to the protection and conservation of the environment.

Speaking on behalf of the board at the organisation’s awards dinner 
in January, board member Murphy Morobe acknowledged Read as 
an accomplished naturalist who has good knowledge of the nature 
conservation community in South Africa.
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WWF-Sa welcomes three new 
board members
Three new faces are set to join WWF-SA’s Non-Executive Board of 
Directors following a recent official invitation. Shameela Ebrahim 
is a senior strategist for the Johannesburg Stock Exchange Limited, 
where she’s played a key role in a number of the institution’s 
projects, including leading the JSE’s research into climate change 
and carbon markets. Thebe Ikalafeng, dubbed ‘Mr Brand’ by the 
Mail & Guardian, is a published author and one of the Top 10 
thinkers in marketing according to an Ipsos survey among business 
decision makers in Southern Africa. Herman Wessels brings 
extensive experience and specialist audit, risk and finance skills that 
will complement the needs of the WWF-SA board.

“We’re happy to have these three leaders in their field on the board, 
and look forward to their contributions which will enrich the 
important conservation and environmental work WWF does,” says 
board chair Valli Moosa.
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rugby club. Simon of the popular band 
Freshlyground said he’d ride his bike to 
rehearsals for a month if 1 000 fans cycled 
to work for a month. And celebrity chef 
and filmmaker Justin Bonello committed 
to reusing rain, bath and dishwater for use 
in his garden if 1 000 people chose WWF 
SASSI green-listed fish.

WWF celebrated Earth Hour with a candelit 
concert at Durban’s Memorial Tower Building, 
featuring music from MVM, a trio comprising 
“King of the Zulu guitar” Madala Kunene, 
Vishen Kemraj and Mduduzi Magwaza.

For more Earth Hour action, go to 
www.earthhour.org.za
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CONSERvaTiON NEWS
WWF’s african Rhino 
Programme supports DNa 
forensic anti-poaching work
The African Rhino Programme is supporting 

efforts to improve law enforcement and 

prosecution in rhino poaching cases. This 

includes supporting the creation of a DNA 

database of all rhino in Africa. The database 

will enable horns found to be linked to 

crime scenes, thus greatly strengthening 

the case against suspected poachers. As a 

way of boosting the regional response to 

rhino poaching, 300 DNA forensic kits have 

been supplied to Kenya Wildlife Services to 

enable them to collect samples from their 

rhino populations. Three Kenyans have 

completed a 50-day training and capacity 

building programme under the Veterinary 

Genetics Laboratory of the University of 

Pretoria. And the Kenya Wildlife Act has 

recently been strengthened by the inclusion 

of DNA profiling as admissible evidence in 

poaching cases. 

For more on WWF’s rhino 

conservation work, see the feature 

on rhino monitor Melodie Ahlers 

on page 8.

ideologies and debunks the assumption 

that unlimited fossil-fuel driven growth 

can address poverty.

The green economy is a much talked about 

concept, but the terms are not always 

commonly understood. The TGE report, 

therefore, also helps to clarify concepts 

such as “just transitions”, “green jobs” 

and “low-carbon industrialisation”, and 

unpacks the challenges and opportunities 

inherent in them. Equipped with this sort 

of knowledge, the key stakeholders in South 

Africa will be able to influence the country’s 

sustainability planning.

The full report is available at 

www.wwf.org.za/greeneconomy

The course is designed to equip restaurant 

owners, managers and chefs with the 

information and skills they need to develop 

and implement a sustainable seafood 

strategy within their business practices. 

The session was attended by 28 people 

representing a range of businesses involved 

in the seafood industry. At present about 

190 restaurants are aligned with the SASSI 

restaurant programme.

“The most important lesson learnt is that 

together we can save our resources,” said 

one participant. 

Training courses are held in Cape Town at 

the Two Oceans Aquarium, in Durban at 

uShaka Marine World, and in Johannesburg 

at the Johannesburg Zoo throughout 

the year. 

For information about upcoming 

courses, visit the WWF-SASSI 

website: www.wwf.org.za/sassi

Promoting the green economy
WWF-SA, in partnership with the National 

Business Initiative (NBI), launched the 

publication Towards a Green Economy 

(TGE) during the COP17 climate change 

negotiations in Durban. The publication, 

a project of WWF’s Green Growth 

South Africa programme, explores what 

low-carbon development in South Africa 

should look like. It also highlights the 

inadequacy of traditional political economy 

Training for seafood 
sustainability
The WWF Southern African Sustainable 

Seafood Initiative (WWF-SASSI), in 

partnership with the Two Oceans Aquarium, 

recently hosted a training workshop with the 

goal of moving towards seafood sustainability.
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WWF’s Jacques Flammand assists a black rhino as it awakes after translocation.
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The creation of a dnA database of all rhino in Africa will help to prosecute poachers.
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SuSTaiNablE buSiNESS NEWS
The costs of coal are more than carbon
“South Africa’s reliance on coal-fired power has resulted in the country’s green-
house gas (GHG) emissions being double the global average per capita and per 
GDP. However, in addition to this, our dependence on coal is having devastating 
impacts on our water resources”. This is according to a WWF-SA report titled 
‘Coal and Water Futures in South Africa: the case for conserving headwaters in 
the Enkangala grasslands’.
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“WWF-SA understands the key role that coal and coal mining 

plays in the South African economy as well as the country’s energy 

generation. However, we’d like to urge government to implement 

better coal mining practices which entail planning mining activities 

in strategic areas that do not compromise critical water resources 

The seafood market landscape is changing
The WWF-SASSI Retailer / Supplier 

Participation scheme – the process 

through which major role players in the 

local seafood industry are engaged – has 

undergone a number of developments. 

The most recent is the introduction of 

participant commitments, through which 

all participants are now encouraged to make 

firm, time-bound commitments to achieving 

specific sustainability goals within their 

seafood operations.

For more information, visit 

the WWF-SASSI website:  

www.wwf.org.za/sassi

More sustainable seafood products on retail 

shelves and in freezers all over the country: 

This is what businesses and consumers can 

help WWF to achieve. No matter their role 

in the seafood supply chain, everyone can 

make a difference. From the fishermen out 

on the water right through to consumers 

buying seafood in their local restaurants 

and retailers, WWF believes everyone has a 

part to play and can get involved in creating 

a sustainable seafood industry.

This year the WWF-SA Seafood Market 

Transformation Team will be tackling the 

challenge of changing the local seafood 

trade with renewed vigour.

Acid Mine
Drainage Carbon and sulphur emissions

Acid rain

Loss of food production
Water treatment

High-cost water

Global warming
Climate change

Coal mining pollutes neighbouring river and groundwater systems in 
the grasslands.

Consumers have a role to play in getting more 
sustainable seafood on supermarket shelves.

and ultimately, the country’s water security. We therefore call 

on government to define and declare mining-sensitive or ‘no-

go’ areas,” says Christine Colvin, Senior Manager of WWF’s 

Freshwater Programme. 

The report, compiled by WWF-SA in collaboration with the Council 

for Scientific and Industrial Research, is based on research and 

engagement with the South African mining and water sectors 

and other stakeholders. Case studies conducted in the Olifants 

catchment (where coal has been mined for the last 100 years) and 

Enkangala grasslands detail the current costs and impacts of coal 

mining on water resources. 

In conclusion, the report stresses that extensive mining, whether 

in a single area or on many smaller areas, can cause major local 

and downstream impacts, and applications should be assessed 

with extra care. It also recommends that areas highlighted as 

conservation priorities should preferably remain unmined. Should 

this be impossible to achieve, then the best practice guidelines 

should be prescribed as well as practices recommended in the 

‘Mining and Biodiversity Guideline’, currently being drafted by the 

South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI). 

To read the full report, visit www.wwf.org.za/coalandwater
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buSiNESS NEWS
Riding for nature
In a first for WWF, more than 160 cyclists, dressed in WWF 

panda-branded gear, took part in the 35th annual Cape Argus 

Pick n Pay Cycle Tour on 11 March. Cyclists who rode in the Panda 

Peloton included Valli Moosa (chair of the WWF-SA board), 

Morné du Plessis (WWF-SA CEO) and celebrity rider Derek Van 

Dam (chief meteorologist of eNews).

“WWF is embarking on a conscious effort to promote its work 

through appropriate public engagement opportunities. The cycle 

tour in effect promotes non-motorised (clean) transport,” says 

WWF-SA’s Business Development head Andrew Baxter. “It also 

happens to traverse the Cape Peninsula, world-famous for its natural 

splendour and its unique and rich biodiversity. By riding for WWF-

SA in the Panda Peloton, cyclists helped raise awareness for our 

organisation and contributed to fundraising for the organisation.” 

At the start of the race, Van Dam said the Panda Peloton hugely 

appealed to him because of the important environmental work of 

WWF: “WWF-SA’s morals align with my morals in terms of saving the 

planet, saving the environment and doing every little bit that we can. 

[A campaign such as] Earth Hour is the type of stuff I’m interested in.”

The art of rhino conservation

Evita’s rhino platform
Public figure Evita Bezuidenhout recently 

showed her support for local rhino 

conservation efforts. At a VIP function 

hosted by Konica Minolta SA, which actively 

raises funds for rhino conservation through 

the sale of its bizhub multifunctional 

devices, Bezuidenhout (an alias of the 

renowned comedian Pieter-Dirk Uys) threw 

her weight behind this important initiative, 

which has helped to build a central DNA 

profile database of rhinos across Africa.

The lengths some go 
to for rhinos
South African David Chamberlain recently ran 

the length of Argentina to get to the start of 

the Antarctica Marathon, and decided to use 

the opportunity to help rhino conservation 

at the same time. He covered the 5100km 

between August 2011 and February 2012 

and raised over R23 000 for WWF’s rhino 

conservation work.

“The level of hospitality was truly humbling. 

People of little means would so freely give 

Panda-clad cyclists prepare to ride for a good cause.

©
 yA

S
S

e
r

 B
o

o
le

y
 / W

W
F-S

A

©
 W

W
F-S

A

Overall, there’s been a tremendous and encouraging response to 

WWF-SA’s participation in the event, from both riders and spectators 

along the route. “People are still trying to acquire one of our panda-

branded cycling shirts, even after the race is done and dusted,” 

concludes Baxter.

In 2013 WWF hopes to sign up even more riders (between 300 and 

400) into the Panda Peloton after this year’s encouraging response. 

This could be the start of a new movement of cyclists riding for nature.

Tannie evita stands up for rhinos.
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Wildlife artist Noel Ashton is sculpting 
100 bronze rhino castings as part of 
‘Mapungubwe Revisited’, an initiative 
supporting rhino conservation. The table-
top sculptures cost R15 000, and funds 
from each rhino sold will be donated 
to WWF and its rhino conservation 
work. The initiative will be launched at 
Johannesburg’s Everard Read Gallery in April. 

www.noelashton.com

of what they had,” said David. “What was 

amazing, if a little sad from the Argentine 

perspective, was that people quite often knew 

more about the rhino than the jaguar, an 

animal that we were simultaneously raising 

funding and awareness for in Argentina.”
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Pick n Pay Smart Shoppers: 
Donate now!
WWF has been chosen as one of 6 

charity organisations to benefit from 

the Pick n Pay Smart Shopper Initiative.  

Smart shoppers can now donate their  

points to WWF at one of 880 in-store kiosks countrywide.

www.picknpay.co.za

buSiNESS NEWS

gET iNvOlvED
Become a Corporate Member today! 
Cape Town Members 

Contact Virginia Styer on 021 657 6600 or 

vstyer@wwf.org.za 

Johannesburg Members 

Contact Puleng Mosholi on 011 447 1213 or  

pmosholi@wwf.org.za 

Want to invest in WWF’s conservation 
work or become a Corporate Partner?
Contact Marli Goussard on 021 657 6600 or 

mgoussard@wwf.org.za 

Membership/Project funding
Thank you to all our Corporate Members who have renewed their 

support through their corporate memberships.

New members

principAl MeMber: Sun International Group 

Trencor Services (Pty) ltd

MeMberS: Agri-expo

Chiltern Farms (Pty) ltd

Kimberly-Clark of SA (Pty) ltd

McCarthy ltd

Servest Holdings ltd

Spar Group ltd

Project funding

HSbc WWF rhino Conservation work

KonicA MinoltA WWF rhino Conservation work

rAMSAy & Son 
(Getaway MAgAzine)

WWF rhino Conservation work

Donation-in-kind

Thank you to the drive Control Corporation, which has 
supported WWF-SA’s conservation work through a donation-
in-kind that includes a wide selection of information technology 
equipment (a new server, printer and four laptops) valued in 
excess of r100 000 (see photograph below right).

Pictured right are dell enterprise specialist Jaco erasmus, WWF-SA IT 
manager ralph Hendricks and lianie Botha, drive Control Corporation’s 
marketing and communications manager. 

Change the way you buy Airtime for yourself, your company, 

your family or anyone else, and make a contribution to WWF’s 

conservation work at the same time. 

www.airtime4good.co.za. 
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apply for a 
MyPlanet card
Every time you swipe your 

MyPlanet card at specific stores 

a percentage of your purchase is donated to WWF South Africa. 

Choose WWF as the charity you want to support. 

www.myschool.co.za

Inspire a culture of giving among 

your employees by setting up a payroll 

giving scheme where an amount of an 

employee’s salary is voluntarily donated to 

WWF South Africa on a monthly basis.

www.thegivingorganisation.org

Support payroll-giving

For more information, visit www.wwf.org.za/act_now.
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Melodie Ahlers in the field

Melodie keeps a close eye on tranquillised black rhino Khuza.

aN EYE FOR RHiNOS
Melodie Ahlers is from Lakefield, a small town in Ontario, Canada. 
After graduating in Biomedical Sciences, she came to South Africa 
to volunteer at a primate sanctuary. She now works in the field 
monitoring black rhino populations – a job that keeps her close to 
the critically endangered animals.

then they are found and brought back before 

they are either harmed or cause harm. 

“Within a week or two they settled. There 

were a couple of bulls that moved a lot, but 

they were the exception. They still move more 

than the others,” says Melodie.

Melodie is also doing a trial comparing 

the effectiveness of transmitters put in the 

horn with foot-collar transmitters. Foot 

collars are much easier and quicker to put 

on, so the animal does not need to be kept 

tranquillised for as long. “The less time they 

spend under anaesthetic and in captivity 

the better,” says WWF’s project leader 

Dr Jacques Flamand. “The project is always 

trying to find ways of improving how we deal 

with rhinos when they are being moved.”

“Things are going really well with the 

latest population,” Melodie says. A calf has 

already been born and there is hope that the 

population will overlap with a neighbouring 

population. “We want to see the population 

growing, record all the births and later move 

those new animals to other areas so that the 

momentum behind the Black Rhino Range 

Expansion Project is maintained and the 

black rhino population continues to grow. 

It is a privilege to be part of such a great 

project. With rhinos such a hot topic and 

under such threat, it’s amazing that I can 

contribute to something meaningful so that 

my daughter and future generations can 

enjoy what we have today.”

More information on WWF-SA’s 

species conservation work can be 

found at www.wwf.org.za/what_

we_do/species

“I thought I wanted to be a veterinarian, 

but then I realised that I was more 

conservation-oriented. As a vet you patch 

animals up, but what if there’s nowhere left 

to put them back into? The major issues that 

need to be addressed to help species are 

habitat-related. Land available for wildlife 

is shrinking.” 

While here, she met and married a South 

African game ranger, so what was meant 

to be a visit of a few months turned 

into a lifetime’s move. After a Master’s 

degree in elephant contraception through 

Onderstepoort, and experience monitoring 

leopard, cheetah, lion and both white and 

black rhino, Melodie now coordinates the 

monitoring of the founder population of 

black rhino that were released last year on 

to the latest partner site of WWF’s Black 

Rhino Range Expansion Project. The project 

aims to increase numbers of the critically 

endangered black rhino by increasing 

land available on which they can breed. 

Seven new populations have been created 

since 2003 and black rhino habitat has 

increased by more than 150 000 hectares in 

South Africa. 

Monitoring a new population is initially 

intense, Melodie explains. “The first weeks 

are crucial. One person in each region of 

the reserve went out to look on a daily basis. 

The earlier you get up the better, because 

black rhino tend to move around more 

before it gets too hot. I would pool all the 

data, generate movement maps and make 

sure every animal was accounted for. If one 

animal hadn’t been seen, we’d continue to 

look until it was found.”

Newly released rhinos are monitored closely 

to make sure they haven’t broken through 

fences and found themselves in dangerous 

territory outside the reserve. If that happens, 
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dr Morné du Plessis speaking at a CoP17 event

WWF International director General Jim leape led 
a panel of discussants at CoP17 on the topic of 
climate change and its impact on food, water and 
energy security.WWF asks what sort of world we are passing on to today’s children.
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COP17 iN REviEW
After two weeks of sparring and a day-long extension at COP17, governments once 
again failed to provide the inspiration and ambition to tackle climate change and 
provide hope for hundreds of millions around the world who suffer and will continue 
to suffer from climate-related impacts. Despite the lack of political will, WWF 
worked hard to influence negotiators by hosting and participating in a range of events 
that took place in Durban between 28 November and 9 December last year. 

The Negotiations: 
Parties to the negotiations did not meet 

WWF’s expectations for COP17, failing 

to reflect the urgency science shows us is 

necessary to address climate change. The 

responsibility for these shortcomings lies 

with a handful of entrenched governments 

including the US, Japan, Russia, and 

Canada, which have consistently resisted 

raising the level of ambition on climate 

change. However, one point of comfort 

in Durban was the emergence of a large 

coalition of high-ambition countries, led 

by the most vulnerable nations and small 

island states, including many in Africa.

Civil Society:
Civil Society, including youth, faith 

groups, international NGOs, community-

based organisations and women’s 

groups were active at COP17, lobbying 

negotiating parties and country blocs 

to make progress on a global climate 

deal. WWF was one of these groups, 

working extensively in the United Nations 

precinct to inf luence the negotiations. 

WWF’s team took part in the Global 

Day of Action (GDA) protest and 

held an event in the alternative civil 

society space, showcasing the work of 

the organisation’s Africa offices. 

WWF Activities:
Among the WWF-hosted activities was an 

official side event highlighting the relationship 

between climate and food, water and energy 

security. The business-related events in which 

WWF participated included the NBI Business 

response to climate variability in Southern 

Africa, the NBI/Sanlam Roundtable Responsible 

Investment and Insurance seminar, NBI Energy 

seminar, the Business 4 Environment Climate 

Summit Dialogue, a panel discussion on 

renewable energy and the WWF-African 

Development Bank side event on Climate Change 

and the Green Economy. WWF-SA also launched 

its Towards a Green Economy publication.

For more on COP17, visit www.wwf.org.za/climate
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WWF staff made their voices heard at the 
12 000-strong GdA protest.
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PuTTiNg a PRiCE ON CaRbON
“A revised policy paper on a carbon tax will be published this year 
for a second round of public comment and consultation. As set out 
in the Climate Change Response White Paper approved by Cabinet 
in 2011, the need to price carbon emissions and the phasing in of a 
tax instrument for this purpose are accepted.” – Finance Minister 
Pravin Gordhan (2012 Budget Speech)
The intended implementation of a carbon 

tax, referred to in the South African 

2012 budget speech, signals a positive 

move by government to address the 

country’s contribution to the greenhouse 

gas (GHG) emissions contributing to 

climate change.

WWF has long advocated the introduction 

of such a tax as one of the measures by 

which to help mitigate climate change 

and accumulate revenue to fund the 

adaptation projects that will be required 

to help South Africans face the effects of 

climate change.

Why climate change is an 
economic issue
Global climate change resulting from 

the increase in greenhouse gases in the 

atmosphere currently poses one of the 

greatest threats to human existence. 

The increase of these different gases (for 

convenience referred to as ‘carbon’) is not 

only a threat to future generations, but to 

existing generations, many of whom are 

already feeling the effects of climate change.

In the 2008 macro-economic assessment 

of the economics of climate change, 

Former Chief Economist of the World Bank 

Lord Nicholas Stern referred to climate 

change as the ‘greatest market failure 

in human history’. In the market-driven 

economy in which we exist, where market 

forces such as supply and demand are 

viewed as the best way to determine what 

is right for a nation’s well-being, we have 

failed to include the external environmental 

and social costs of our activities. These 

costs, one of which is climate change, 

demonstrate the failure of the market 

system to ensure economic efficiency or 

drive rational behaviour.

For example, Stern’s research showed that it 

would cost the world four times less to take 

action to avoid (mitigate) dangerous levels 

of climate change now than it would to try 

to adapt to it in the future.

One strategy to address this market failure 

and reduce the GHGs causing climate 

change would be to put a price on carbon by 

introducing a ‘carbon tax’.

What is a carbon tax?
A carbon tax is way of putting a price 

on GHGs so that the market activities 

responsible for emissions take into 

consideration the external costs of their 

actions. The high external costs of such 

activities include threats to food and water 

security and damage to the environment on 

which we depend.

Thus, a carbon tax is an environmental tax 

that could be levied on the carbon content 

of fossil fuels at any point in the fuel’s 

production cycle. It would be relatively easy 

to implement as it would rely on existing 

systems for collecting revenue.

Carbon Tax versus Carbon Trading
Economic measures to address climate 

change also refer to ‘carbon trading’. 

Carbon Taxes and Carbon Trading are both 

market-based approaches to limiting GHG 

emissions. Both put a price on climate 

change-causing GHG emissions and 

encourage that these emissions are reduced 

across the economy.

The difference is that a carbon tax sets a fixed 

price for carbon, regardless of the quantity 

of GHGs being emitted, while carbon trading 

places a limit on the amount of GHGs emitted 

into the atmosphere and allows the market 

price of tradable carbon to vary.

While the two mechanisms are not mutually 

exclusive, nor antagonistic, a carbon 

trading mechanism would take longer to 

establish and implement as it relies on 

the existence of a set cap on emissions 

(a determined number that dictates how 

much can be emitted). South Africa has 

introduced the concept of determining a 

national carbon budget that would serve 

this purpose, but the process is still in its 

infancy and will take some time to establish 

before limits can be set for carbon intensive 

economic activities.

While a carbon tax does not directly 

determine the extent to which we need to 

reduce emissions, its implementation would 

start the process of establishing a price for 

carbon that will drive enough change to 

begin climate change mitigation efforts.

Finance Minister Pravin Gordhan’s mention of a 
carbon tax signals South Africa’s commitment to 
cutting greenhouse gas emissions
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Why South Africa’s carbon tax 
plans are a positive step

South Africa needs to ‘walk the talk’:

Through national policy the country has 

committed itself to certain principles, 

including those of promoting equity for 

existing and future generations as well as 

the ‘polluter pays’ principle’, under which 

whoever is responsible for producing 

pollution is responsible for paying for the 

damage to the natural environment.

Implementing a carbon tax would 

make these principles a reality and give 

credibility to the country’s position in 

global climate change negotiations that 

industrialised countries should pay for 

their pollution, since they are the major 

contributors to global climate change.

citizens should have the right 
to choose:

The implementation of a carbon tax 

would give individuals, institutions, 

corporations, investors, shareholders and 

government departments the opportunity 

to make purchasing decisions based on 

consideration of their carbon footprints.

South Africa needs to secure its 
economic future: 

The decision by government to implement 

a carbon tax would demonstrate the 

country’s long-term policy commitment to 

shift South Africa to a low-carbon economy 

(an economy that is committed to putting 

out as few GHG emissions as possible). 

This would ensure that South Africa will be 

able to engage competitively in the coming 

low-carbon, global future.

South Africa needs to finance its 
response to climate change: 

A carbon tax would provide a way to raise 

money to finance the country’s climate 

change response. These costs would apply 

to climate change mitigation measures, 

adapting to the effects that we are already 

experiencing and future effects the planet 

is already locked into, protecting the 

poor – who will be the first to suffer the 

effects of climate change – and investing in 

alternative, low-carbon technologies.

For more information, see WWF’s 

carbon tax position paper at  

www.wwf.org.za/carbontax and 

a commissioned study proposing 

possible design options for such a 

tax at www.wwf.org.za/ctdesign

A carbon tax would help South Africa to compete in a global low-carbon future.

“iT WOulD COST THE 
WORlD FOuR TiMES 
lESS TO TakE aCTiON 
TO avOiD DaNgEROuS 
lEvElS OF CliMaTE 
CHaNgE NOW THaN 
iT WOulD TO TRY 
TO aDaPT TO iT iN 
THE FuTuRE” 

– lORD NiCHOlaS STERN
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The availability of freshwater presents one of the greatest risks to 
our global economy. Experts have identified that these risks are 
driven by three characteristics of our modern world: a more 
crowded, connected and complex world, writes Dr Deon Nel.

Our Crowded world 
The most important factor in water security is not simply the 

increasing number of humans that inhabit our planet, but rather 

the increasing consumption patterns of a growing middle class 

and the consequent pressure on basic resources such as water, 

energy and food. The 2030 Water Resources Group estimates 

that global water requirements will increase by 40% by 2030; 

the Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) estimates that 

global food production will need to increase by 40% by 2030; 

and the International Energy Outlook 2011 estimates that energy 

requirements will also need to increase by at least 40% by 2030. 

With this extreme pressure, we quite literally need to find ways in 

which we can squeeze greater levels of efficiency out of this finite 

resource base. 

Here WWF believes that the greatest gains are to be made through 

better integrated planning and land-use. For example, it is no 

longer good enough to only think of maximising food production on 

agricultural land. We need to be thinking about how we optimise 

the best overall food, water and energy benefits from a piece 

of land. WWF South Africa’s Sustainable Agricultural Programme 

is also working with a number of agricultural sectors to develop 

and implement new production practices that optimise agricultural 

production, whilst minimising impacts on their ecological 

systems that provide other services, such as water production, to 

a broader society. 

Our Connected World 
The second characteristic of importance here is that we live in a 

highly connected world. For instance, 70% of the water footprint of 

the United Kingdom (i.e. the water required to grow crops to feed 

SOuTH aFRiCa’S WaTER FuTuRE
©

 P
e

Te
r

 C
H

A
d

W
IC

K
 / W

W
F-S

A

©
 P

e
Te

r
 C

H
A

d
W

IC
K

its people and sustain its industries) lies outside of the borders of 

the United Kingdom. This means that poor water governance in 

another part of the world can place the economy and well-being of 

the people of the United Kingdom at risk. In a recent study, SAB 

Miller found that more than 95% of its water dependence lies in 

their agricultural supply chain; in the production of crops such as 

barley and hops, much of which is within South Africa. In a follow-

up to this study WWF and SAB have been able to show that the 

greatest driver of water risk to its hops production is the ecological 

degradation of the catchments within which its farms are located.

Our Complex World 
Finally, a more crowded world with greater connectivity inevitably 

leads to a more complex world. Water quality and availability 

underpins both food and energy production, leading us to what 

is fast becoming recognised as the defining challenge of our 

generation – the water-energy-food nexus. The intense pressures 

on these three essential resources, as described above, as well as 

their interconnectedness with each other, are urgently requiring 

us to think in fundamentally different ways about planning for 

these resources. 

There is no other way to put it, this is a complex space. However, 

we will need to start developing planning approaches that can deal 

with these multi-variant inter-relationships in an explicit way. 

South Africa’s National Planning Commission is ideally placed to play 

a key leadership role in this space. We simply have to crack this code.

Go to www.wwf.org.za/what_we_do/freshwater for 

more on WWF-SA’s freshwater work

Dr Deon Nel is the head of WWF-SA’s Biodiversity Unit. WWF’s 

Freshwater Programme is funded by Sanlam.

only 12% of South Africa’s land area generates more than half of our surface 
water resources.

Intelligent planning and design of agricultural land can reduce impacts on 
freshwater ecosystems.
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STaFF NEWS
One of the key challenges facing young graduates is making a smooth 
transition from the higher learning environment into the world of 
work. Through its Post-Graduate Placement Programme, WWF-SA 
seeks to support young graduates to manage this challenge. 

Young graduates are offered an 18-month fixed-term contract 

through which they are able to develop core conservation and 

professional skills under the guidance of an appointed mentor. 

Funding for these placements is made possible through the 

Hoffmann Foundation and the WWF Sanlam Leaders for 

Living Waters Programme. 

Meet this year’s new crop:

Land Programme: 
Justin Pharma, 25, of Pretoria is finishing his M-Tech degree 

in Nature Conservation with the Tshwane University of Technology. 

His research is focused on the conservation of threatened 

plant species. 

“This internship programme 
presents a unique 
opportunity to gain relevant 
work experience and to be 
involved in current and 
critical conservation work 
through the creation of 
protected areas”

Justin Pharma

Environmental Leadership Programme:
Lameez Eksteen, a 25-year-old from Mitchell’s Plain in Cape Town, 

is currently completing her Master’s research, which focuses on people-

centred conservation practices and their influence on the urban poor.

Low Carbon Framework Programme:
Thabo Mthembu, 24, holds an honours degree in Industrial 

Sociology and Social Work from the University of Cape Town, and 

is completing a Master’s degree in Global Studies at Albert-Ludwigs 

Universität in Freiburg, Germany. 

“I am looking forward to 
contributing my own set of 
skills, experience and talents 
to the work of the Living 
Planet Unit” 

Thabo Mthembu

“WWF-SA is a diverse and 
interdisciplinary environment 
and through daily engagement 
with skilled professionals will 
help me gain experience in 
the sector”

lameez eksteen

I am keen to be involved in the 
protection and sustainable use 
of South Africa’s freshwater 
resources

Imelda Haines

Sustainable Agriculture Programme:
Originally from Mthombe near King William’s Town, Fikile 

Sinefu, 25, studied at the universities of Fort Hare and KwaZulu-

Natal, focusing on agriculture crop and horticulture sciences. 

Previously he interned with the Eastern Cape Department of 

Agriculture, where he was responsible for extension services for 

small-scale farmers in the Alfred Nzo district.

“I am looking to improve my 
skills by being involved in all 
the work WWF-SA does in 
its Sustainable Agriculture 
programme”

Fikile Sinefu

Freshwater Programme:
Imelda Haines, 23, from Ixopo in KwaZulu-Natal, is currently 

pursuing an MSc in environmental and water science. Her thesis 

focuses on the effects of land-use practices on the sustainability 

of Verlorenvlei on the West Coast.
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WWF kiDS
   Turtle Maze!
Help this little leatherback turtle find its way across 
the beach from its hatching site to the sea.  
NB: don’t cross any lines on the way!

1   

3     Wide World Crossword

Seen around

Edu-Earth – raising 
money for rhinos

Rocky Rhino, who belongs to WWF’s 

Black Rhino Range Expansion Project, 

made a surprise visit recently to 

Somkhanda Game Reserve, where a 

group of local children were enjoying 

an overnight stay. 

A group of learners at eduplus Independent 
School, led by third-grader danielle Ceronio, 
have raised r580 for WWF’s rhino conservation 
work. The group formed a project called edu-
earth to raise awareness about the poaching of 
rhinos but also the plight of the pandas, sharks 
and whales. They raised the money by selling 
greeting cards which they had made.

Meet rocky rhino. He can be seen here with 
children at the Somkhanda Game reserve. 
WWF’s Black rhino range expansion Project 
and the WildlifeAct have been teaching children 
at Somkhanda in northern Kwazulu-natal about 
nature and conservation.

Answers on page 15

     Word code
Break the code to reveal this year’s Earth Hour pledge!

H XHMK JE ZNV VJKM

2 HINT:  
It’s a good idea with 
word codes to write 
down the alphabet so 
you can check easily. 
And as a clue, think 
alternate letters with 
this code.

Did you know? 
leatherbacks are the largest sea 
turtles living today. They can grow 
to be 2.5 m long and weigh up to 
900 kg. The leatherback is a great 
wanderer and swims thousands of 
miles. Its favourite food is jellyfish. 
It has no teeth, and uses its strong, 
sharp beak to catch its food. 
Female leatherbacks lay eggs in 
nests dug into the beach. When 
the baby turtles hatch, they make 
their way to the sea and swim away. 
About fifty years ago, South Africa 
began to protect leatherback 
nesting sites in order to stop 
people removing eggs from the 
nests. Since then, the number of 
leatherbacks has recovered but 
they are still threatened by long-line 
fishing, egg poaching and natural 
predation by jackals, honey badgers 
and ghost crabs. Also, leatherbacks 
sometimes mistake plastic in the 
sea for jellyfish, and choke after 
they swallow it.

(From kznwildlife.com)

ACrOSS
1. A small bird, also very quick (5)
5.  Where 4 down is naturally found (5)
8. A small buzzing insect, sounds like a 

letter of the alphabet (3)
10. Continent on which the following places 

are found: Lake Kariba, Kruger National 
Park, the Serengeti, Mount Kilimanjaro, 
the Sahara desert (6)

12. The kind of energy that comes from the 
sun (5)

13. A South American mammal that sounds 
really lazy (5)

14. What a squid squirts (3)
15. Another word for habitat or country (4)
16. What 8 across produces (5)

DOWN
2. The short version of World Wide Fund 

for Nature (3)
3. A very hot, natural event – though 

sometimes it’s not caused naturally (4)
4. Animal that is on 2 down’s famous 

logo (5)

7.  Watering place in the desert (5)
8.  A weather (WHAT) can take recordings 

in the upper atmosphere of 9 down (7)
9. The name of our planet (5)
11. Ocean off the east coast of 10 across (6)
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aCT NOW

Please help us to ensure a living planet for the future.

DEbiT ORDER CREDiT CaRD

WWF South Africa aims to inspire people 
to value, respect and defend our natural 
environment and the resources that 
underpin the lives and well-being of all 
our people. 
We work on various fronts to stop and, where possible, eventually reverse 

environmental degradation. 

These initiatives include ensuring that our beautiful places and our species’ habitats are 

conserved, that there are on-going fresh water supplies, that fish and seafood stocks are 

managed, agricultural practices are sound and that we explore clean energy sources. 

Help us build a future where all people live in harmony with nature!

To find out how you can get involved and support us, visit  

www.wwf.org.za/act_now.

I wish to sponsor by debit order an amount of r...................... to WWF-SA 
on the first day of 20.........., and each month thereafter.

Account no.:.............................................  Branch code: .......................................

Type of Account:   Current    Transmission  Savings

Bank/Building Society: ............................................................................................

Branch name and address: ....................................................................................

City/Town: ...............................................................................................................

Signature:  ...............................................  date: ....................................................

name: .....................................................................................................................

Address: .................................................................................................................

Postal Code: ...........................................................................................................

Tel. H: (..........).........................................  Tel. W: (..........)....................................

Cell: (..........).........................................  

We acknowledge that the party hereby authorized to effect the drawing(s) 
against my/our account may not cede or assign any of its rights to any third 
party without my/our written consent and that I/we may not delegate any of my/
our obligations in terms of this contact/authority to any third party without prior 
written consent of the authorized party. Thank you for your cooperation.

 Please send me information by e-mail.
 You have the right to advise us at any 

time if you no longer wish to receive 
further e-mail from WWF-SA.

Please make sure that you include 
your name and surname as 
the depositor reference on the 
deposit slip/beneficiary reference 
for electronic transfers.

Any amount you send will be 
put to immediate use.

 I have completed the adjacent 
details for a donation by debit order 
or credit card.

 My cheque / postal order 
is enclosed.

 I am interested in leaving a 
bequest to WWF South Africa. 
Please send me further details.

bAnKing DetAilS
Account name: WWF South Africa Appeal Account
bank: ABSA
Account no.: 406 043 0641
branch: Stellenbosch
branch code: 632 656
Swift no.: ABSAzAJJCCT
reference: PB1108

 I’ve made a direct / electronic deposit 
into WWF’s account and faxed a copy 
of the deposit slip to 086 535 9433.

 I’ve made a secure online 
donation on WWF’s website 
www.wwf.org.za.

Card number:

               

        M  M  y  y  

date: .......................................................................................................................

Signature: ...............................................................................................................

Tel. H: (..........).........................................  

Tel W: (..........).........................................  

Cell: (..........).........................................  

date of Birth: D  D  M  M  y  y  y  y  

My e-mail address is:............................................................................................
*  Please post a copy of your deposit slip to us with this form or alternatively fax a copy 

to 086 535 9433, so that we may thank you.

Please debit my MasterCard/visa/Amex/diners Club/other Card................. 
to the amount of* r......................  

Last 3 digits on
reverse of card

Once 
Only

Every
Month

Expiry Date
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150 000
the extent to which black rhino 
habitat has increased since 2003
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40% 

164

the estimated increase in 
global water requirements 
by 2030 (compared with 
usage in 2009)

the number of cyclists who rode 
for nature in the Panda Peloton 
at the Cape Argus Pick n Pay 
Cycle Tour

150
the record number of countries 
and territories that participated 
in Earth Hour 2012

WWF South africa

Why we are here

www.wwf.org.za

To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in whic h humans li ve in harmony with natur e.

WWF.ORg.Za
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