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From the CEO’s desk
At WWF, one of our key goals is to function as thought leaders on 

environmental issues. I sincerely believe we have the talent and 

commitment to inspire people to live in harmony with nature. 

It is therefore with great pride and satisfaction that I report that 

WWF South Africa successfully hosted its inaugural Living Planet 

Conference in November 2012. The event, which incorporated our 

Annual General Meeting, was an opportunity to explore and reflect 

upon our shared environmental challenges with some of the top 

individuals at WWF-SA. Our supporters in business, conservation 

and the media attended. And our position within the environmental 

sector was further validated as both our former president 

Thabo Mbeki and our current minister of finance, Pravin Gordhan, 

delivered insightful addresses at the Living Planet Conference.

It was encouraging for me to observe the breadth of our work 

reflected in the various presentations during the conference. 

Also, in this Panda Bulletin, we examine in detail a number of 

issues, some of which have not received as much coverage in 

previous editions. There is an extended report on the work we 

are doing in the transport sector, a vital area of work related to 

our efforts to transition South Africa to a low-carbon economy. 

You’ll also get to read about the interesting progress we are making 

in the sustainable agriculture sector in the article on Sustainable 

Fruit, an initiative which was launched in 2011. We have expanded 

our efforts in rhino conservation, with the launch of a national rhino 

programme. On page 12, you’ll find an overview of the five fronts 

on which WWF South Africa is tackling the protection of our iconic 

rhino species.

Lastly, as we are approaching the end of the year, and the beginning 

of the festive season, it is also rather appropriate to write about 

“My False Bay”, a new campaign being launched by our marine 

team to encourage ownership of and responsibility for our precious 

coastal resources in the Western Cape.

Season’s greetings from me and the WWF-SA team. For a 

Living Planet,
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Mbeki and Gordhan at WWF’s first Living Planet Conference
Two distinguished speakers attended the 

inaugural WWF Living Planet Conference 

on 16 November at Erinvale Golf Estate in 

Somerset West. Former President Thabo 

Mbeki and the current Minister of Finance 

Pravin Gordhan added their unique 

perspectives to the conference proceedings, 

which also featured input from a number of 

WWF’s thought leaders.

There were talks on climate change and the 

insurance industry, transport, illegal rhino 

horn trade, economics and ecosystems, and 

the training of future environmental leaders, 

capping a dynamic conference that explored 

and reflected upon the environmental 

challenges all South Africans face.

Jim Leape, Director General of WWF International, 
delivers a sobering address.
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WWF Director General Jim Leape in South Africa
“In the next 40 years, we’ll have to produce 

as much food as we produced over the past 

8 000 years.” This was the chilling message 

from Jim Leape, the director general of 

WWF International, when he addressed 

an audience of business leaders, learners 

and conservationists at the University of 

Pretoria’s Gordon Institute of Business 

Science in October.

Leape was in the country to meet with the 

leadership of WWF-SA and key members of 

its constituency. His talk, titled “The Future 

of the World is my Business”, emphasized 

the need for collaboration between the 

The Living Planet Conference is a new 

addition to the WWF-SA calendar, adding 

value to the organisation’s Annual General 

Meeting, and attracting an audience 

that includes board members, trustees 

and corporate members as well as other 

interested stakeholders.

Save the date for Earth Hour 2013

WWF NEWS

various sectors of society in meeting some of 

the most pressing environmental challenges 

we face. His message, however, spoke 

most specifically to business. “To succeed 

in business, leaders must interrogate 

their relationship with the world. WWF 

embraces the concept that social, economic 

and environmental issues are wholly 

interconnected; a thriving economy that 

operates in harmony with nature will, as 

a result, help to address socio-economic 

challenges, meet the needs of the vulnerable 

poor and ensure the sustainability of 

business,” said Leape.

We’d also love to hear what you 

and your fellow Earthlings have 

done during Earth Hour in years 

past. Please share your stories 

with us at earthhour@wwf.org.za. 

At 20h30 on Saturday, 23 March 2013, 

hundreds of millions of people, businesses 

and governments around the world will turn 

out their lights for Earth Hour, the largest 

global mass participation environmental 

event in history. What will you be doing 

on the night and beyond to show your 

commitment to the planet?

In 2012, more than 7 000 cities and towns 

in 152 countries and territories switched off 

their lights, sending a powerful message for 

action to save the Earth. In addition, more 

than 200,000 individuals accepted I Will If 

You Will (IWIYW) challenges on YouTube to 

turn their symbolic action for the planet into 

an on-going commitment to a sustainable 

future. You can create your own IWIYW 

challenge at www.youtube.com/earthhour or 

sign up at www.earthhour.org.za. 

What can you do on the night of Earth 

Hour and before, and beyond, to show your 

commitment to the planet?
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CONSERvATiON NEWS
Major rhino horn trader 
behind bars
A Thai national, Chumlong Lemtongthai, 
has been sentenced to 40 years in prison 
for his involvement in the illegal trade of 
rhino horns from South Africa. This is the 
harshest sentence given for a wildlife crime 
in the country to date. Lemtongthai pleaded 
guilty to charges relating to the illegal export 
of rhino horns in Johannesburg’s Kempton 
Park Magistrate’s Court earlier in November. 

WWF South Africa applauds the efforts 
of the South African Revenue Services 
and other law enforcement agencies for 
the successful arrest, prosecution and 
sentencing of the highest-ranking rhino 
syndicate member to be brought to book in 
South Africa.

“It is so important that all those involved 
in rhino crimes receive sentences which 
match the severity of their actions to 
form an effective deterrent to others”, 
says Dr Jo Shaw, Rhino Coordinator for 
WWF-SA. “These higher-level arrests and 
convictions are critical to disrupting the 
illegal trade chains used to move rhino 

horns into illicit markets in Asia”.

if you’re cooking, do you know 
what you’re eating?
Local chefs who are hungry for change 
joined a new WWF-SASSI campaign, 
launched in November to encourage 
consumers to be more aware of what seafood 
they are buying and eating.

Brad Ball (Bistro 1682), Vanessa Marx 
(Dear Me) and Stefan Marais (Societi 
Bistro) were among those local culinary 
kingpins who worked with WWF-SASSI 
throughout November to raise awareness 
around dwindling fish stocks and encourage 
consumers to exercise green choices when it 
comes to seafood.

“As a chef, I believe I have a responsibility 
to educate restaurant diners in selecting 
produce that is sustainable. Future 
generations should have the opportunity 
to enjoy the amazing fish that I have had 
the pleasure of eating and cooking,” said 
Brad Ball.

The manager of the WWF-SASSI initiative, 
Janine Basson, says the campaign was 

Leading change through 
sustainability innovation
What are the key challenges in moving 
together towards sustainability in South 
Africa? What would enable a move towards 
this vision? What kind of leaders do we need 
to move us to in this direction? These are 
some of the questions that were discussed 
at the WWF-SA and UCT Graduate School 
of Business Leading Change Through 
Sustainability Innovation seminar. The 
event was held to provide a platform in 
which to facilitate a collective discussion 
amongst leaders in government, business, 
industry, civil society and academia, on 
leading social change through sustainability 
innovations in the context of South Africa. 
These discussions are a first step towards 
developing an Executive Education 
Programme that will facilitate the nurturing 
of systems thinking leaders who will work 
together to help realise a South Africa in 
which all citizens enjoy good health, well-
being and prosperity within an ecologically 

secure environment. 

Remgro head office gets 
5 Green Stars
On 3 August, WWF staff undertook a 
tour of the new corporate head offices of 
Remgro Limited in Stellenbosch. The office 
has received a 5-Star Green Star SA Office 
Design rating from the Green Building 
Council of South Africa. Remgro is a 
founding member of WWF South Africa 
and supports the organisation through its 
annual Principal Corporate Membership.

launched in response to the state of local 
fisheries and that the need to protect these 
remains high.
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Smartphone technology to aid 
sustainable seafood choices
WWF-SASSI has joined forces with local 
software development company The Lateral 
Alternative to release a BlackBerry app that 
enables people to make sustainable choices 
when buying and ordering seafood.

The easy-to-use app invites consumers to 
check the sustainability of their seafood 
choice in real time; through using it, they 
can know whether to tuck in, think twice or 
avoid altogether.

The app builds on WWF-SASSI’s already 
popular SMS hotline and developers hope 
that it will help to extend the reach of this 
powerful tool by giving consumers an 
additional, absolutely free way to access 
this information. 

The app can be accessed at 

Blackberry App World (http://

appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/

content/133156/?lang=en). 

Local chefs joined SASSI in encouraging consumers to buy only sustainable seafood.
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SuSTAiNABLE BuSiNESS NEWS
Dutch funding boosts WWF sustainable fruit supply-
and-demand project
Transforming business-as-usual in the food supply chain requires a 
push towards improved practices at the production level as well as the 
pull of market demand. While WWF’s transformative approach is an 
ambitious one, it has resonance with the objectives and vision of the 
Embassy of the Royal Kingdom of the Netherlands.
The Embassy, on behalf of the Dutch 

Ministry for European Affairs and 

International Cooperation, has committed 

to providing significant co-funding towards 

WWF’s Sustainable Fruit Initiative. This 

value chain project will contribute towards 

securing wide-scale, sustainable fruit 

production in the key South African export 

commodities of apples, pears, citrus and 

table grapes, for which the Netherlands is 

the largest export market. 

The initiative emphasises the need for 

leadership and innovation in ensuring 

alignment with other stakeholders 

and processes in the journey towards 

sustainable fruit value chains. Integral to 

this work is supporting producers in the 

ongoing implementation of market-aligned, 

sustainable on-farm production practices 

and supporting producer response to local 

and regional environmental risks.

A threefold process will be required to 

achieve this; capturing the existing and 

innovative on farm best practices and 

market requirements in a comprehensive 

producer guideline; providing farm level 

support; and ensuring supply chain 

transformation by creating local and 

international market linkages. 

The project will be aligned with the IDH 

(Dutch Sustainable Trade Initiative) fruit 

and vegetable sustainability ambitions. It 

will form a component of the IDH scheme to 

ensure that, by 2020, 100% of the imported 

volume of fresh fruits and vegetables 

from Africa are sustainably produced and 

procured by participating retail and trade. 
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This alignment of all role players within the 

supply chain will ensure the scalability of 

the project, creating impact at a far larger 

scale than that of a purely localised good 

farming practice effort. It is expected that 

the learning captured in this project can 

be applied in other developing countries’ 

sustainable production efforts and thereby 

further support the aims of the IDH.

The development of the guidelines for farm 

practices will be done in collaboration with 

all relevant stakeholders, particularly 

the growers themselves. To aid in uptake, 

the guidelines will align with existing 

mechanisms and industry initiatives, such 

as the Sustainable Initiative South Africa 

(SIZA) programme, developed and 

launched under the industry’s umbrella 

body, Fruit SA. The resulting best practice 

guidelines will include ethical and 

environmental criteria, in line with global 

best practice.

Included in this programme of work 

will be the employment of skilled 

extension officers and the development 

of a landowner stewardship engagement 

strategy to secure the remaining priority 

areas within the globally important 

biodiversity regions of the Cape Floral 

Region and Succulent Karoo regions. 

WWF has a proven track record, in 

South Africa and internationally, in 

creating convergence around a common 

understanding of sustainable agriculture, 

engaging producers in better production 

practices and encouraging retailers 

to adopt associated supplier codes. 

This exciting project maximises the 

synergies between the largest market for 

South African fruits, growing customer 

demand for sustainably produced food and 

the readiness level of South African export 

fruit producers. 

The WWF Sustainable Fruit Initiative 

was started in 2011 with seed funding 

provided by the WWF Nedbank Green 

Trust. The Green Trust remains a critical 

partner in the co-funding of this work.

The resulting best practice 
guidelines will include ethical 
and environmental criteria, in 
line with global best practice.
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FuNDRAiSiNG

Pandas among the daisies
Fifteen thousand people descended upon 

the Cloof Wine Estate, near Darling, at the 

beginning of October for the green ‘Rocking 

the Daisies’ music festival. WWF-SA added 

to the festivities with a fun-filled ‘Panda 

dome’ where hundreds of festival revellers 

made their pledges for the environment 

while others joined in the performance 

of a specially choreographed “Pandance”. 

There also was an array of inspiring WWF 

merchandise on sale.

In the build-up to the event, a group of 

committed WWF-SA staff and interns 

‘walked the daisies’, completing the tiring 

60km walk from Blouberg to Darling over 

two days, but also sharing much important 

environmental information with other 

daisies walkers. It’s not a stretch to say 

that WWF-SA brought an element of 

‘Pandamonium’ to the party.

Olympians back WWF’s cycling campaign

A lucrative ride for nature
WWF is pleased to report that the directors 

of the Chiltern Farm, who rode in the 

WWF Panda Peloton during the 2012 Cape 

Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour, succeeded in 

raising an amount of R80 000 for nature. 

The directors, pictured, from left to right, 

are Wayne Mudge, Justin Mudge, Des 

Mudge and Nigel Mudge.

As cyclists in the WWF Panda Peloton took 
off at the Momentum 94.7 Cycle Challenge 
in November, they were buoyed by the 
presence of two Olympians. Athletes Daryl 
Impey and Katie Roberts were both part of 
the peloton, endorsing WWF-SA’s Ride for 
Nature campaign. The campaign seeks to 
give nature-loving cyclists the opportunity 
to combine their twin passions by raising 
funds for conservation through cycling.

“Given the dire state of the environment 
and all the challenges facing conservation 
in South Africa, it is vital that we all do our 
bit to make a difference,” said Impey, who 

participated in the 250km road cycling event 
at the 2012 Olympic Games.

This is the second appearance of the WWF 
Panda Peloton; it first participated in the 
2012 Cape Argus Pick n Pay Cycle Tour 
where over 160 cyclists donned WWF’s 
trademark black and white cycling jerseys. 
After the 94.7 Cycle Challenge, WWF 
will look to build on these successes by 
extending the Ride for Nature initiative 
to other cycle events. Interested riders – 
whether beginners or professionals – are 
encouraged to participate, and help to raise 

funds for nature. 

Konica Minolta South Africa 
gives rhino conservation 
more horns
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Mapungubwe Revisited
In an effort to help raise funds towards the 

conservation of Africa’s rhinos, renowned 

sculptor Noel Ashton and project originator 

Belinda Ashton have initiated and created 

a limited-edition bronze and gold-leaved 

sculpture titled Mapungubwe Revisited. 

Mapungubwe Revisited is inspired by the 

800-year old gold rhinoceros excavated in 

1933 at the Late Iron Age archaeological 

site of Mapungubwe, where the Shashe 

and Limpopo Rivers meet and has been 

researched and curated by the University of 

Pretoria (UP) for nearly eight decades.

Mapungubwe Revisited is a contemporary 

sculpture valued at R15 000 and R35 000 

each (for bronze and gold-leaf respectively). 

“The African rhino is an iconic species 

under threat and initiatives such as this 

help to raise awareness about their plight,” 

says WWF-SA CEO, Morné du Plessis. 

Orders can be placed through 
studio@noelashton.com or  
www.noelashton.com/
mapungubwe-revisited

WWF has welcomed the decision by the 
Bidvest Company Konica Minolta South 
Africa to renew its support for WWF’s 
African Rhino Programme (ARP). Their 
support of our rhino conservation work over 
the last year has produced significant results, 
including bringing East Africa’s rhino range 
states on board to support the building of 
the African rhino database and prosecution-
driven investigations. In addition they’ve 
donated more than R1,2 million over the last 
12 months.

For every bizhub multi-functional device sold, 
Konica Minolta South Africa makes a difference 
by contributing to WWF’s ARP, which supports 
RhODIS, the country’s rhino DNA database.

“Konica Minolta South Africa’s contribution 
strengthens South Africa’s ability to help ensure 
the survival of the rhino and to continue to be 
a major source of rhinos for the rest of Africa,” 
says Dr Joseph Okori, the head of WWF’s ARP. 

Puleng Mosholi, of WWF-SA’s Business 
Development team, receives a cheque from Alan 
Griffith, the MD of Konica Minolta South Africa.
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Pick n Pay Smart Shoppers: 
Donate now!
WWF has been chosen as one of 6 

charity organisations to benefit from 

the Pick n Pay Smart Shopper Initiative.  

Smart shoppers can now donate their  

points to WWF at one of 880 in-store kiosks countrywide.

www.picknpay.co.za

BuSiNESS NEWS

Become part of the future
We have reframed our corporate membership tier structure:

Member/Silver (R10 000 – R24 999); Senior Member/Gold 

(R25 000 – R74 999) and Principal Member/Green (R75 000+) 

per annum as ratified at our recent Annual General Meeting. 

We’ve embedded a corporate membership responsibility 

commitment and increased and ranked the value proposition.

A resilient business of the future can only be built  

on a resilient ecosystem. Be a part of the future and 

join now at:  

http://www.wwf.org.za/act_now/ 

corporate_support/become_ 

corporate_member/.

For more information, contact  

Virginia Styer (vstyer@wwf.org.za  

or +27 21 657 6600).

Membership/Project funding
Thank you to all our Corporate Members who have renewed their 

support through their corporate memberships.

New members

principAl MeMber: Sappi Ltd

MeMberS: Montgomery Africa (Pty) Ltd

General donation

Blue Label telecoms

Project funding

DynAMic ArtiStic 
SolutionS (DAS)

WWF rhino Conservation work

F H cHAMberlAin WWF rhino Conservation work

KonicA MinoltA 
SoutH AFricA

WWF rhino Conservation work
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Change the way you buy Airtime for yourself, your company, 

your family or anyone else, and make a contribution to WWF’s 

conservation work at the same time. 

www.airtime4good.co.za. 

Apply for a 
MyPlanet card

Every time you swipe your MyPlanet card at specific stores a 

percentage of your purchase is donated to WWF South Africa. 

Choose WWF as the charity you want to support. With a MySchool 

card, you’re allowed up to 3 beneficiaries, including MyPlanet 

options. So go on make your swipe for WWF!

www.myschool.co.za

Ditch the plastic and buy bags that  

make a difference to our environment.  

The fabulous WWF-SASSI “ocean of harmony”  

cotton bags are available from Pick n Pay. R5 from every sale of the 

R49.99 bags goes to WWF. The strikingly designed ‘Limited Edition’ 

series bags – this one supporting rhino conservation – are on sale at 

Woolworths. R10 from every purchase goes to the Wildlife Act Fund 

and WWF’s Black Rhino Range Expansion Project.

Bag it!

Want to brighten up your wardrobe and at the  

same time support WWF’s cause? WWF-SA is  

selling a number of stunning T-shirts, all  

sustainably produced. We’re also selling WWF  

buffs, plush toys (pandas, lions, rhinos) and 

panda key rings. 

All merchandise can be ordered through  
shop@wwf.org.za. All items are R150 each.

WWF-SA merchandise!
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CHANGiNG SA’S TRANSPORT SECTOR 
Each day people and goods are transported vast distances, creating a network of movement 
across the country and around the globe. In South Africa, our aspirational car-based culture 
and lack of affordable low-carbon public transport options pose a challenge to managing our 
congested highway networks. We are dependent on imports and exports owing to our relatively 
under-developed domestic economy and market. In addition, our industrial centres are situated 
inland, far from ports, with trading partners in Europe, North America and Asia. 
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National mitigation moves forward
Pending an international equitable carve-

up between countries of a global carbon 

budget as required to avert catastrophic 

climate change, WWF suggests working 

with an indicative national carbon budget 

derived from South Africa’s commitment 

to reduce national GHG emissions by 34% 

by 2020 and 42% by 2025. Assuming that 

there is an indicative national ‘carbon 

budget’, there will be decisions to make 

about developmental trade-offs, sequencing 

of initiatives and investment so as to reduce 

emissions. Some of the carbon budget will 

need to be reserved for economic activities 

which have not even fully emerged yet.

A national mitigation plan that just looks 

at existing emissions and what can be done 

reDuce
reduce the movement of goods and 
people that relies on an environmentally 
unsustainable system of globalised 
production and consumption, including 
low transport costs and cheap labour

This new area of work supports national 

policy requirements that key emitting sectors 

develop sector-specific ‘carbon budgets’ and 

mitigation plans. This approach to mitigating 

climate change is reflected in South Africa’s 

National Climate Change Response White 

Paper, which was finalised in November 

2011. The White Paper stipulates that 

economic sectors need to develop carbon 

budgets with emission reduction ‘outcomes’ 

within two years, and mitigation plans 

must then be developed by sectors and later 

companies within three years.

Government is analysing what initiatives 

might reduce emissions within different 

sectors – we can refer to this as “what can be 

done” by emitters.

BASeD on InForMAtIon FroM  

the TransporT workers and  

climaTe change: Towards  

susTainable, low-carbon mobiliTy  

oF the InternAtIonAL trAnSPort  

FeDerAtIon’S AuGuSt 2010 CLIMAte ChAnGe ConFerenCe

piecemeal to reduce those will miss the 

strategic questions that a carbon budget 

approach allows, about how best to emit 

that budget to foster a flourishing economy 

with equity and developmental benefits 

– we can refer to this as “what should be 

done.” A process which iteratively compares 

“what can be done” (mitigation potential) 

and “what should be done” (best use of 

our carbon budget) will be most fruitful 

and practical for long-term economic, 

developmental and environmental benefits.

Railways are more efficient bulk carriers than high numbers of vehicles on the roads.

Long-distance domestic freight has increasingly moved onto 
road as our rail systems have become less and less able to 
meet the needs of freight customers. As a result, transport 
is one of the highest greenhouse gas (GHG) emitting 
sectors in South Africa, based on unsustainable production 
and consumption patterns and a heavy reliance on fossil 

fuels. WWF-SA has embarked on a new stream of work to 
engage the local transport sector and the role it plays in 
the transition to a low-carbon economy. WWF’s transport 
project aims to provide a platform, expertise and interactive 
modelling to support labour, business and government in 
engaging with the challenges implicit in the transition.
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Shifting gear within a transport 
sectoral carbon budget
Already contributing about 13% of the 

country’s emissions, any means of reducing 

emissions in the transport sector holds the 

potential for widespread impact in the move 

towards an economy that is not based on 

fossil fuel exploitation.

The sector provides an excellent opportunity 

for modelling options and trade-offs, and 

advancing ways forward. Liquid fuels and 

transport are among the worst causes of 

South Africa’s emissions, and any solutions in 

the transport sector will make a big difference 

towards a low-carbon economy. There is 

also comparatively better data and research 

available than for many other sectors. 

Interventions to transform the transport 

sector include reducing movement of goods 

and people; shifting to low-carbon modes 

of transport and improving energy and 

fuel efficiency.

reduce the movement of goods 
and people
In addition to increasing localisation and 

shortening the length of global and domestic 

supply chains, city planning will be a critical 

factor. Cities consume 75% of the world’s 

energy and produce 80% of its greenhouse 

gas emissions. For the first time in history, 

over half the world’s population, about 

3 billion people, live in cities. The process 

of urbanisation is also intensifying, 

particularly in developing countries. 

According to UN projections, in the next 25 

to 30 years, virtually all population growth 

will occur in urban areas. Major shifts in 

cities’ land-use planning will allow people to 

accomplish more while travelling less.

Shift modes of transport
Means of transport will need to undergo 

significant shifts to reduce carbon 

emissions. Such changes will include 

shifting from air travel to high-speed rail, 

from road freight to rail, sea and waterways, 

and private transport to public transport. 

Railways are a great deal more efficient bulk 

carriers than high numbers of vehicles on 

the roads. Meanwhile, passenger cars emit 

more than half of global transport emissions 

and short-distance trips (under 3.2 km) 

make up the majority of private vehicle 

trips. Consequently, reducing the use of 

personal vehicles by shifting these trips to 

public transit and non-motorised mobility is 

critical to reducing transport emissions.

Improve efficiency
Finally, mobility services must be improved 

with better technology and increased energy 

and fuel efficiency.

SHiFt

iMprove

Shift from high-carbon modes of 
transport to low carbon modes like 
public transit and rail freight

Improve the fuel and energy 
efficiency of vehicles

WWF’s Transport 
Low-Carbon 
Frameworks 
programme gains 
traction

Examples of targets we 
might strive for include:
• By 2025, a minimum of 50% of 

freight is shifted from road to rail

• By 2030, at least 50% of passenger 
kilometres are made up of travel 
using public transport

• By 2020, electric and hybrid vehicles 
should constitute at least 50% 
of government’s transport fleet, 
including public transport vehicles.

(* the electricity must be produced 
from renewable energy sources.)

The social costs of transport
When the South African government 
first conducted the National Household 
Travel Survey in 2003, it was found that 
commuters from households earning 
up to r2000 a month, spent between 
14% and 35% of their income on 
transport.

the already high cost of transport 
is exacerbated by the design of our 
economic geography. South Africa’s 
poorest people often live furtherst from 
their workplace and from hospitals 
or schools.

the country’s commuter transport 
system, currently designed to service 
people with cars, a luxury few can 
afford, requires technological and 
planning solutions that respond to all 
people’s needs.

WWF’s transport project, or ‘Low-carbon 

frameworks for South Africa: A transport 

sectoral investigation’, has laid a solid 

foundation to develop over time. It is 

planned to scale up in February 2013 and 

run to June 2014, with results being 

publicised at key stages.

Thus far, representatives from government, 

labour, business and academia have been 

approached to contribute to the project, 

to peer review the work, and to assist 

in shaping the modelling and solution 

options. A regularly convened reference 

group has been established comprising 

selected individuals or representatives of 

organisations to contribute their expertise 

and guide the project’s orientation, strategy 

and programme.

The project builds on previous work 

on a carbon budget approach to a low-

carbon action plan for South Africa, and 

is grounded in existing initiatives in the 

transport sector.
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Mining in South Africa is recognised as a key element of economic 
development. However, as significant public resources are now 
required to deal with the legacy of mining in the Witwatersrand 
basins, there is growing public concern that those who profit from 
mining are not footing the bill for environmental damage caused 
by their operations.

The incidence of Acid Mine Drainage 

(AMD) and the high number of Derelict 

and Ownerless (D&O) mines, as well as 

dangerous sinkholes and collapsing entry 

points (particularly in the Witwatersrand 

gold fields), have effectively brought the 

consequences of inadequate environmental 

rehabilitation in the mining sector into 

sharp focus. Government has recently been 

forced to pick up the rehabilitation tab in 

terms of AMD and D&O mines around the 

country. Given the scale of the problem, it is 

clear that government alone will struggle to 

address this need effectively. The Auditor-

General has criticised the Department of 

Mineral Resources for not planning and 

securing the budget necessary to remediate 

the environmental legacy of nearly 

6 000 abandoned mines around the country 

which require an estimated R30 billion 

to rehabilitate.

Our mining law dictates that miners should 

pay to remediate the damage they cause. 

Section 41 of the Mineral and Petroleum 

Resource Development Act (MPRDA) 

incorporates the polluter pays principle, and 

requires applicants of prospecting or mining 

rights to make financial provisions for the 

rehabilitation or management of negative 

environmental impacts. The provisions are 

meant to ensure that the fiscus will not be 

burdened with rehabilitation costs as is the 

case with AMD and D&O mines.

While D&O mines account for a significant 

portion of the current environmental 

impacts, there is consensus among various 

stakeholders on the need to ensure that 

current and future mining activities do 

R30 BiLLiON iS JuST THE START

not continue to burden government, and 

by default the taxpayer, with escalating 

environmental liabilities. This has prompted 

concerned stakeholders to closely scrutinise 

the issue of financial provisions as provided 

for by Section 41 of the MPRDA.

WWF-SA, as one of the key concerned 

stakeholders, commissioned a study 

which aims to provide a critical review 

of the processes surrounding the 

determination of financial provisions for 

mine rehabilitation and closure. The study, 

Financial Provisions for Rehabilitation 

and Closure in South African Mining: 

…of South Africa’s mining hangover

While jobs and revenue generated by mining are essential to the South African economy, the costs of mining 
borne by the environment, mine neighbours, downstream water users and the tax payer are an unacceptable 
consequence of a poorly managed sector.
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Discussion Document on Challenges and 

Recommended Improvements, seeks to 

highlight challenges and recommend 

improvements on financial provisions for 

rehabilitation and closure, focused on the 

estimation and adequacy of provisions; 

the types of financial instruments that may 

be used; the protection of the provisions 

against claims of other creditors; and the 

reporting of the financial provisions. 

To download the report, please visit  

www.wwf.org.za/media_room/

publications/?6620/miningreport
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FARMER WAGES WAR ON WATTLES 
For three decades, Johan Klingenberg, a farmer in the Luneberg agricultural 
area of Mpumalanga Province, has been fighting water-thirsty alien invasive 
wattle on his land. There were many times when he thought that he was 
fighting a losing battle, but he persisted until he started seeing results. It is 
because of his dedication and deep connection to the natural environment that 
Johan has been chosen as one of the WWF-SA Water Balance programme’s 
implementing partners.

Land stewardship – if I don’t, 
who will? 
Johan’s farm, Paardeplaas, is located 

within the KwaMandlangampisi Protected 

Environment (PE) – the very first protected 

environment to be declared in South Africa. 

This PE spans threatened high altitude 

grasslands, wetlands and indigenous 

mistbelt forest, and is home to threatened 

and endemic plant, bird and animal species. 

The KwaMandlangampisi is a critical 

water catchment area for South Africa that 

includes the headwaters of the Pongola River 

and Usuthu River.

The environmentally conscious farming 

community has a deep and respectful link 

to the land which they have been farming 

sustainably with livestock for five or 

six generations. 

Johan first started clearing wattle to make 

way around his farm to allow him to travel 

Importance of working partnerships 

Johan’s clearing efforts have been 

enhanced by the banking group Nedbank’s 

investment into the WWF-SA Water 

Balance Programme. The bank’s investment 

is over a five-year period and is aimed at 

balancing its annual operational water 

consumption of around 550 000 kilolitres 

through the removal of invasive alien plants 

in high priority water catchment areas. 

Part of the investment is used for clearing 

in the Enkangala node where Johan’s 

farm is situated.

The Water Balance Programme has 

also entered into a formal agreement 

with government’s Working for Water 

Programme. This agreement has enabled 

farmers in the area – Johan included – to 

receive free herbicide, a crucial ingredient 

in the clearing of alien invasives. 

Johan says that the help he is receiving from 

the Water Balance Programme has been 

invaluable. Through working with the Water 

Balance team, Johan has improved his 

clearing techniques which have allowed him 

to work efficiently and achieve better results. 

This, together with the herbicide support 

from Working for Water, has allowed him 

to break more ground. “In the 30 years that 

I’ve been involved in invasive alien clearing, 

I never thought that I would get on top of 

this problem, but since receiving this Water 

Balance assistance, I now do”. 

Water Balance Enkangala Node facts
Hectares cleared to date:  
131 ha

volume of water replenished:  
271 000 kilolitres

Employment days created:  
12 366 person days

to and from the different sections. However, 

he soon started noticing the ecological 

benefits of clearing these invasive plants. 

“At first, I started seeing natural grass 

growing again in areas that were initially 

infested by wattles, and later on I started 

noticing increased stream flow in areas 

that were once dry or had little flow.” This 

is when he took the decision to tackle this 

difficult task head on. 

“When God created this land, it did not have 

wattle. Man brought it here, and it is up to 

us to remove it,” says Johan. 

Most impressive is that this champion 

farmer not only clears on his own land, he 

also clears on the land he leases from the 

Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency. 

“I am upstream from all my neighbours. 

If I don’t clear these alien invasive plants – 

who will?”  
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Johan Klingenberg (left) in the field with WWF’s Water Balance Monitoring and Evaluation officer 
Saskia Fourie and Alien Invasive Plants Control and Rehabilitation officer Dudu Khena 
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A FivE-POiNT PLAN TO SAvE RHiNOS
Recognising that rhino-related matters are complex and that there is no quick-
fix to the current rate at which our rhino are being poached, WWF has launched 
a new national programme to work in a multifaceted way to address rhino 
conservation systematically. The initiative will strengthen and support existing 
WWF rhino conservation efforts such as the African Rhino Programme and the 
Black Rhino Range Expansion Project.

“Our planned projects and interventions 

are based on a new five-point strategic 

framework to help protect and increase our 

rhino populations,” says Jo Shaw, WWF-SA’s 

Rhino Co-ordinator. “Within these five key 

areas, a range of inter-related activities have 

been identified with either immediate effects 

or working towards a long-term solution.” 

The primary threat to rhino conservation 

remains the demand for and illegal trade 

in rhino horn. For this reason, WWF 

recognises the need to address these issues 

at their origin. Shaw explains, “Rhino horn 

has long formed a component of traditional 

medicine in Asia, where it was historically 

prescribed to reduce fever. However, since 

2008 the surge in the illegal killing of rhinos 

in South Africa is believed to be linked to 

changes in demand for rhino horn – this as 

new uses and markets have emerged, with 

Vietnam identified as a particular threat.”

In an effort to better understand who 

is buying rhino horn and why, detailed 

research in Vietnam is one of the 

organisation will continue to support its 

further development.” 

Rhino conservation plans also need to 

include local communities living near 

key rhino populations. It is therefore very 

important that they are afforded tangible 

benefits for their safeguarding efforts. 

WWF-SA is developing new projects 

which will promote involvement of local 

communities in rhino conservation. 

Finally, WWF-SA acknowledges that healthy, 

resilient rhino populations are the foundation 

of any successful rhino conservation strategy. 

The organisation will continue its efforts 

to help grow black rhino populations and 

support key donor populations, especially 

through the WWF Black Rhino Range 

Expansion Project (BRREP). 

“Rhinos have ranged far and wide across 

Africa and formed a magnificent part of our 

cultural and natural heritage for thousands 

of years – we urge all South Africans to play 

a part in their protection at this pivotal point 

in their future,” concludes Shaw. 

organisation’s first priority projects. 

This information will play a leading role 

in developing tactics to shift the threat to 

rhinos from this new demand. 

“In addition, breaking the illegal trade 

chain will require cooperation between 

South Africa and end-user markets such as 

Vietnam, as well as the transit countries en 

route. WWF-SA supports the signing of a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to 

enhance high-level law enforcement efforts 

between these countries and to promote 

joint operations,” says Shaw. 

The criminal syndicates involved in the 

illegal rhino horn trade have become 

increasingly sophisticated. WWF-SA will 

provide backing to enhance tools available 

to those fighting rhino crimes, in particular, 

to proactively arrest poachers before they 

commit a wildlife crime, as well as target 

the so-called “kingpins” further up the 

illegal trade chain. Shaw adds, “The RhODIS 

Rhino DNA database has been identified 

as a key tool in protecting rhinos and the 
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A black rhino is airlifted during a recent translocation by WWF's Black rhino range expansion Project.
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“My FALSE BAy”
Did you know that False Bay is South Africa’s biggest (and best!) true 
bay? As one of Cape Town’s most popular spots, it attracts recreational 
users year round and is a popular swimming, surfing, sunbathing 
and picnicking destination. Snorkellers and scuba divers are also very 
active in False Bay and exploitative activities such as recreational 
fishing and bait collection extend around the shores of the entire bay. 
Commercial fishing in False Bay dates back more than 300 years and 
currently includes trek-net fishing, line-fishing, abalone and rock-
lobster fishing. 

Commercial fishing in False Bay dates back more than 300 years.
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Over the years there has been rapid urban 

growth in the areas surrounding the bay. 

Additional coastal development nodes, 

identified along the False Bay coastline, 

mean that recreational and consumptive use 

pressures on the bay will inevitably increase. 

Coastal resorts in False Bay frequently 

reach capacity during peak season time and 

development planners are now facing the 

challenge of meeting the increasing demand 

for easily accessible coastal developments, 

in an environmentally sustainable manner.

Eco-tourism enterprises like whale-

watching, shark cage diving, and boat 

trips are gaining in popularity in False Bay 

and are seen by many as a positive step 

towards the sustainable use of the bay’s 

marine resources, possibly also generating 

alternative local livelihood options. Another 

recent development has been the application 

for aquaculture ventures in False Bay, 

such as ranching of yellow-tail, and an 

experimental whelk fishery. These are some 

examples of how the traditional uses of False 

Bay are expanding to include new practices, 

all of which will have their own additional 

social and environmental impacts.

This ever-increasing use of the bay’s 

marine resources by a wide range of often 

competing users has resulted in conflict and 

tension between the various stakeholder 

groups. The exploitation of the bay’s fish 

stocks, shark/human interactions, water 

quality and pollution in the bay, and safety 

and security along the coastline are just a 

few examples amongst many of the issues.

This December, in response to these 

growing challenges, WWF South Africa 

will launch its “My False Bay” campaign, 

which focuses on bringing all of False 

Bay’s multifaceted stakeholders together, 

instilling in each of them a sense of pride in 

their association with, and use of, False Bay. 

The campaign aims to grow the iconic status 

of the bay by drawing out messages from 

individuals looking at why False Bay is 

special to them, as well as drawing attention 

to and emphasizing all of the amazing work, 

research and energy that is already going into 

making False Bay the iconic bay that it is. 

Join us on Facebook at “My False Bay”, 

follow us on Twitter @MyFalseBay, and 

use #myfalsebay when you are out and 

about enjoying this iconic seascape of ours. 

Tag us, share with us, spread the word, and 

help us to showcase how special False Bay 

is to so many different people, in so many 

wonderful and varied ways!  

Visit www.wwf.org.za/marine/

myfalsebay for more information.

The “My False Bay” campaign 
focuses on bringing all of 
False Bay’s multifaceted 
stakeholders together.
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WWF KiDS
St Andrew’s School for 
Girls shout for rhinos
Inspiring people to live in harmony with 

nature is one of WWF South Africa’s 

main aims. And when we saw the lengths 

to which the learners at St Andrew’s 

School for Girls went to celebrate World 

Rhino Day, we were ourselves inspired 

by their efforts. Kids in the junior 

school wore rhino badges for an entire 

week, participated in a ‘rhino shout out’, 

and raised R10 000 for WWF’s rhino 

conservation work.

Claire Papastefanou, the school’s academic 

head of natural sciences, said, “St Andrew’s 

firmly believes in giving back to our 

community. We have many charity drives, 

as this is an important part of our ethos. 

With the horrific decline in the number of 

rhinos in our country recently, the school’s 

eco committee arranged a rhino campaign 

to create awareness about rhino poaching.”

In the build-up to World Rhino Day, the 

senior and junior learners participated 

WWF supporters travel sustainably!

in various events. There was a special 

chapel service where the kids prayed for the 

rhinos. During the service many girls made 

donations from their personal savings to 

help save the rhino. There also was a rhino 

T-shirt competition; the winning design will 

be printed and worn by the girls during their 

end-of-year programme.

Dr Joseph Okori, the head of WWF’s 

African Rhino Programme, spoke to 

the learners during the week of World 

Rhino Day, encouraging many of them 

to continue supporting efforts to help 

save the rhino. WWF sends the staff and 

learners a big thank you for their inspired 

efforts on World Rhino Day.

Four of these different kinds of transport 

will get you to the sustainable living star, 

but three won’t. Follow the arrows from 

each to find which is which!

Solution on page 15

St Andrew’s girls placing their donations and wishes for the rhinos in a box which was sent to WWF.
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GET iNvOLvED

Please help us to ensure a living planet for the future.

DEBiT ORDER CREDiT CARD

WWF South Africa aims to inspire people 
to value, respect and defend our natural 
environment and the resources that underpin 
the lives and well-being of all our people. 
We work on various fronts to stop and, where possible, eventually reverse 

environmental degradation. 

These initiatives include ensuring that our beautiful places and our species’ habitats are 

conserved, that there are on-going fresh water supplies, that fish and seafood stocks are 

managed, agricultural practices are sound and that we explore clean energy sources. 

Help us build a future where all people live in harmony with nature!

To find out how you can get involved and support us, visit  

www.wwf.org.za/act_now.

I wish to sponsor by debit order an amount of r...................... to WWF-SA 
on the first day of 20.........., and each month thereafter.

Account no.:.............................................  Branch code: .......................................

type of Account:   Current    transmission  Savings

Bank/Building Society: ............................................................................................

Branch name and address: ....................................................................................

City/town: ...............................................................................................................

Signature:  ...............................................  Date: ....................................................

Full name: ...............................................................................................................

Address: .................................................................................................................

Postal Code: ...........................................................................................................

tel. h: (..........).........................................  tel. W: (..........)....................................

Cell: (..........).........................................  

we acknowledge that the party hereby authorized to effect the drawing(s) 
against my/our account may not cede or assign any of its rights to any third 
party without my/our written consent and that i/we may not delegate any of my/
our obligations in terms of this contact/authority to any third party without prior 
written consent of the authorized party. Thank you for your cooperation.

 Please send me information by e-mail.
 you have the right to advise us at any 

time if you no longer wish to receive 
further e-mail from wwF-sa.

Please make sure that you include 
your name and surname as 
the depositor reference on the 
deposit slip/beneficiary reference 
for electronic transfers.

Any amount you send will be 
put to immediate use.

 I have completed the adjacent 
details for a donation by debit order 
or credit card.

 My cheque / postal order 
is enclosed.

 I am interested in leaving a 
bequest to WWF South Africa. 
Please send me further details.

bAnKing DetAilS
Account name: WWF South Africa Appeal Account
bank: ABSA
Account no.: 406 043 0641
branch: Stellenbosch
branch code: 632 656
Swift no.: ABSAZAJJCCt
reference: PB1108

 I’ve made a direct / electronic deposit 
into WWF’s account and faxed a copy 
of the deposit slip to 086 535 9433.

 I’ve made a secure online 
donation on WWF’s website 
www.wwf.org.za.

Card number:

               

        M  M  y  y  

Date: .......................................................................................................................

Signature: ...............................................................................................................

tel. h: (..........).........................................  

tel W: (..........).........................................  

Cell: (..........).........................................  

Date of Birth: D  D  M  M  y  y  y  y  

My e-mail address is:............................................................................................

*  Please post a copy of your deposit slip to us with this form or alternatively fax a copy 
to 086 535 9433, so that we may thank you.

Please debit my MasterCard/Visa/Amex/Diners Club/other Card................. 
to the amount of* r......................  

last 3 digits on
reverse of card

once 
only

every
month

expiry date

(print in block letters)
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the legacy of commercial fishing in 
the Western Cape’s iconic False Bay
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40 yEARS

68%

the prison sentence handed 
down to a Thai national for 
illegally exporting rhino 
horn from South Africa

Of South Africa’s carbon 
emissions from the transport 
sector, 68% is from the 
combustion of diesel and petrol 
on our roads

R30 BiLLiON
the estimated cost of remediating 
the environmental legacy of nearly 
6 000 mines in South Africa

WWF South Africa

Why we are here

www.wwf.org.za

to stop the degradation of the planet’s natural environment and
to build a future in whic h humans li ve in harmony with natur e.
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