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I feel compelled to say it has been
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professionals. It is no surprise
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Bulletin, our supporters’ magazine,
is choc-full with content (in fact, it is
our first 20-page edition!).
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We’ve chosen to spotlight the albatross on our cover. In popular
culture albatrosses have tended to be unfairly maligned; however,
these are extraordinary birds, resilient and capable of covering
vast distances. The albatross has also been the focal point of a very
important collaboration between conservation organisations and
fishing companies. Through visionary leadership in this cross-sector
initiative, we have witnessed a significant reduction in accidental
deaths of this species as a result of fishing activity in South Africa.
More on this conservation success can be found on page xx.
Also in this issue we celebrate the young environmental leaders who
pass through our offices, soaking up valuable real-world experience,
and then go on to occupy important roles within our own structures
or make their mark in elsewhere in the sector. WWF’s Graduate
Development Programme is playing a catalytic role by nurturing
these young trailblazers, and I’m encouraged to know that a whole
generation of youngsters will have the environment and the wellbeing of all people at the front of their minds.
Of course, we look not only inwards at our significant achievements
on South African soil but also abroad to big wins taking place
elsewhere on the continent through the efforts of other WWF offices
in our network. In the Democratic Republic of Congo’s Virunga
National Park a vigorous campaign by WWF in the United Kingdom
resulted in the withdrawal of oil company Soco from the region. This
is a significant achievement, given that more than 50,000 people in
this area are dependent on the area’s natural resources in this World
Heritage Site.
I invite you to immerse yourself in these and other stories in this
issue. Also feel free to engage us on the work we do and what you
would like to read more of in our Panda Bulletin. You may send your
thoughts to us at pandabulletin@wwf.org.za.
For a Living Planet,

WWF News

WWF-SA hosts new WWF Director General
Lambertini used his visit to the office to
familiarise himself with the WWF network,
and admitted he was “on a very steep
learning curve” as he discovered more
about the expectations, challenges and
opportunities ahead. He met with senior
staff in the organisation to better understand
the work WWF South Africa does across
its operations, including initiatives in
environmental work, communications,
licensing and merchandising, and corporate
network partnerships — all of which he found
highly impressive.
Asked what he considered the biggest
challenge for WWF globally in the next
five years, Lambertini said that growing
WWF’s constituencies was a priority.
He also underlined the value of working
collaboratively across local communities to
make a real impact in the environmental
sector and singled out the importance of
concentrating on the interface between social
and environmental issues.

WWF’s green
building initiative
WWF South Africa’s watershed sustainable
redevelopment in Braamfontein is gathering
momentum. Excitement is building as daily
progress takes place towards our bold target of a
six-star rating from the National Green Building
Council for our new Johannesburg office.

© WWF-SA / Helen Gordon

WWF South Africa hosted the new Director
General of WWF International, Dr Marco
Lambertini, just six weeks into his tenure.
The South African office was one of
Lambertini’s first stops in his new role.

WWF International Director General Marco Lambertini shares a moment with WWF-SA’s CEO
Morné du Plessis and Chairman Valli Moosa.

WWF interns clean up well for Mandela Day
In honour of Nelson Mandela’s memory,
interns from WWF South Africa’s Graduate
Development Programme hosted a wetlands
clean-up at the Zandlvei Estuary Nature
Reserve in Cape Town and conducted an
environmental education workshop for
children from Silikamva High School, Cape
West Girl Guide Region and Sunny Days
Daycare on Friday, 18 July.
The event was hosted in collaboration with the
City of Cape Town and attended by partner
organisations, Sanlam, The Western Cape
Wetlands Forum, The Green House and The
Wildlife and Environment Society of South
Africa (WESSA). The clean-up came about
in response to President Jacob Zuma’s call

to all South Africans to see the occasion as a
clean up for Mandela Day. The environmental
education workshop was attended by children
aged 13 to 16 and explored the importance of
conserving our natural resources.
Approximately 80 adults and children donned
gum boots and got knee deep in the Zandvlei
Estuary as they fished out an array of rubbish
from the wetland. Some of the more unusual
objects found included crates, a scooter, tyres
and even a perfectly shaped sweet potato!
After 67 minutes of activity the previously
polluted bank of the estuary was in near
pristine condition, evidence of the good work
that can be done through collective action.

Supporters – from the local community as
well as from business – have rallied around
the project with offers of assistance. If you
or your organisation would like to contribute
to the build, we would welcome your
support. Please contact Puleng Mosholi at
pmosholi@wwf.org.za

© WWF-SA / Helen Gordon

Foundations are important, and that’s
why we’ve made ours even deeper — to
accommodate the inclusion of a greywater
system underneath. The concrete slab on the
ground floor has now been laid, the shell for
the stairwell and lift cavity is in place, and
progress has been taken to another level with
the completion of the first-floor slab.

Knee deep in water, the WWF Mandela Day team cleans up at Zandvlei.
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WWF Conservation News

Raising our voices for secure food, energy and water ‘Fracking threatens
© WWF-SA

our water resources’
This was the motion in the third of WWF
and SAfm’s Decisive Debate series.
The series provides an opportunity for
dynamic, outspoken experts to engage
directly with a range of hot topics in a live
broadcast on national radio. The motion
was inspired by government’s decision
to move forward with exploration in the
Karoo basin, a recognised water-scarce
region. Should the public be concerned
at the potential threat to freshwater
availability and quality? How will these
risks be mitigated? Should we frack at
all? These were some of the questions and
issues explored in the debate.

This graphic shows how intricately connected our food, energy and water resources are.

On World Environment Day this year
(5 June), WWF called on all South Africans
to consider the importance of our food,
energy and water needs. A new report, The
Food Energy Water Nexus: Understanding
South Africa’s Most Urgent Sustainability
Challenge, has cautioned that without an
integrated approach to these three sectors, a
flourishing economy will not be possible.
Effectively, without water, we cannot
produce food or energy. Without energy we

Last year WWF South Africa and Sanlam
launched the innovative Journey of
Water campaign that put urban water
users in touch with their water source
areas. The campaign, which included a
physical journey of water and numerous
activations along the way, has earned
WWF and Sanlam an award in the
Mail & Guardian’s Greening the Future
Awards in the Water Efficiency and
Management category.
The campaign was underpinned
by research completed by WWF in
collaboration with the Centre for
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR).
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WWF has embarked on exciting work
in the areas of food, energy and water
and you can read more about it on
page 13.

At the end of the show, listeners voted
for the motion, with 64 per cent of votes
supporting the statement that ‘fracking
threatens our water resources’.

This research showed that 8 per cent of
the land area in South Africa generates
more than half of the river flow.

© Mail & Guardian / Greening the Future Awards

WWF’s Journey of Water
scoops M&G green award

cannot make food, transport it or clean our
water. These elements are interconnected.
And, in order to build a sustainable future,
we need to maintain the balance between
our food, water and energy needs.

What ensued was a lively debate on both
sides, with speakers including Jonathan
Deal (CEO of the Treasure Karoo Action
Group), Dhesigen Naidoo (CEO of the
Water Research Commission) and Mariette
Liefferink (CEO of the Federation for a
Sustainable Environment) for the motion,
and Ivo Vegter (an independent journalist),
Ompi Aphane (Deputy Director-General:
Policy, Planning and Clean Energy) and
Pulane Kingston (a partner in Webber
Wentzel’s Oil & Gas Practice) against
the motion.

“WWF is thrilled by this recognition from
the Mail & Guardian Greening the Future
Awards. So much hard work, time and
resources went into making the campaign
happen and it is a great achievement for
us to have it recognised in this manner.
We are thankful to the awards for this
acknowledgment and to all the partners
and supporters who embarked on this
journey with us,” said Sindiswa Nobula,
the Communications Manager for
corporate partnerships
at WWF.
WWF’s Sindiswa Nobula (right) receives the

www.journeyofwater.co.za

Greening the Future Award for the Journey of
Water campaign from environmentalist Irvan Damon

WWF Conservation News

A new television series was launched
last month featuring WWF-SASSI’s
newest ambassador. Australian
Australian MasterChef contestant
Hayden Quinn is a cook, an
adventurer, and marine biologist
with a passion for sustainability.
The Hayden Quinn South Africa
show, the product of a collaboration
involving WWF and Woolworths,
is a cooking and travel programme
with a strong focus on sustainability.
It’s screened on SABC3 at 9.30pm
on Mondays and runs until 6
October 2014.

These medicinal products all claim to contain a small amount of rhino horn. In Vietnam, the country’s health
ministry is taking steps to curb the use of rhino horn for medicinial purposes.

There is promising news coming out of
Vietnam on the issue of illegal rhino horn
use. The country’s Ministry of Health
has agreed to work with the Traditional
Medicine Association to address the use of
rhino horn products for medicinal purposes.
This development has arisen out of
a workshop in Hanoi hosted by the
Vietnamese Ministry of Health, TRAFFIC,
the wildlife trade monitoring network, and
WWF Vietnam. The workshop was funded
by WWF South Africa to highlight the
reality of illegal trade and the current rhino
poaching crisis in South Africa. Vietnam is

one of the main countries driving demand
for rhino horn.
By 10 July this year, 558 rhinos had already
been poached in South Africa, according to
the Department of Environmental Affairs.
But WWF-SA’s Rhino Coordinator Dr Jo
Shaw is encouraged by the initiative being
shown in Vietnam to curb demand: “We are
concerned by the latest statistics. But it’s
also encouraging for us in South Africa to
see the way in which anti-rhino poaching
initiatives are being received in Vietnam.
We look forward to seeing these agreements
being enacted.”

You can tune in to follow Quinn
on his sustainability adventure
and learn more about the places
he’ll visit and food he’ll prepare
by following WWF on Facebook
and Twitter.

Australian MasterChef contestant Hayden Quinn is a cook, an adventurer, as well as a marine biologist with a passion for sustainability.
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© Hayden Quinn South Africa

Quinn will visit Cape Town,
Stellenbosch, Paternoster,
Franschhoek, Hermanus, Knysna,
Oudtshoorn, the Northern Cape,
Johannesburg, Lesotho, the
Midlands, Zululand and Durban.
These areas include a number
of outstanding places, several of
which are considered biodiversity
hotspots. At each destination Quinn
will cook up some scrumptious
sustainable foods while exploring
the beautiful scenery our country
has to offer.

© Esmond Bradley Martin / WWF-Canon

A sustainability
adventure with
SASSI ambassador
Hayden Quinn

Vietnam authorities take steps to stop illegal horn use

WWF Feature

Making a difference
in the lives of seabirds
The albatross is considered the grandest living flying machine on Earth. Writing
in the National Geographic Magazine, author Carl Safina described the albatross
as “bone, feathers, muscle, and the wind.” Indeed, these birds are as “graceful as
angels” and “tough as leather” and marvellous to behold.
They also happen to be among the most
endangered group of animals on the planet,
with 15 of 22 albatross species threatened
with extinction. This is partly a result of
their interactions with commercial fishing
gear. A study conducted in 2008 concluded
that 18 000 birds were killed per year in
the South African hake trawl fishery. The
industry, in collaboration with BirdLife
South Africa, responded swiftly and
implemented the mandatory use of birdscaring devices known as Tori Lines.
This deployment of Tori Lines by the trawl
fishery sector has dramatically reduced the
number of albatrosses killed accidentally
each year through fishing operations - a
finding confirmed in a recent research
report released by BirdLife South Africa
and published in the international journal
Animal Conservation.

Through projects such as this
one, which seeks to reduce
seabird mortality, the RFA is
taking steps to bring together
conservation organisations
and the industry to facilitate
change on the water.
Thanks to these efforts, our
treasured albatrosses should
continue to enjoy the wind
beneath their wings and fly as
gracefully as ever.

The device costs less than R2000 each to
produce and has significantly contributed
towards reducing the impact of the sector
on albatross populations. In fact, the
research shows an astonishing reduction
of more than 95 per cent in the number
of albatrosses that are killed accidentally
during normal fishing operations.

what we see today, where fewer than 100
accidental deaths occur each year. This is a
great conservation success story that all of
South Africa should be proud of,” says Dr
Ross Wanless, the Seabird Conservation
Programme Manager of BirdLife South
Africa. BirdLife is a conservation partner with
WWF in the Responsible Fisheries Alliance
(RFA), which includes four major fishing
companies: Irvin and Johnson (I&J), Oceana
Group, Sea Harvest and Viking Fishing.

“Seabirds are one of the world’s most highly
threatened groups of birds. The use of
the bird-scaring lines by the trawl sector
has changed a situation where thousands
of albatrosses were dying every year, to

The hake trawl fishery is South Africa’s most
economically valuable fishery, and has been
active for over 100 years. Hake trawl vessels
target fish that spend the day on the seabed,
and tow nets along the sea floor. They can

60 years

is the age of some albatrosses have lived for,
most average around 40 years.

14 kg

Page 6 Panda Bulletin August 2014

is the maximum weight
of An albatross

catch as many as 16 tons of hake in a single
trawl net. Vessels usually process their catch
while fishing continues. Seabirds such as
albatrosses are attracted to fishing vessels
and scavenge on heads, guts and non-target
fish that get discarded from the ‘fish factory’
on board. While scavenging, seabirds and
especially albatrosses are vulnerable to
colliding with the trawl cables which hold
the net. They are easily entangled around
the cable, and end up being dragged
underwater and drowning.
Since the South African hake trawl fishery
obtained Marine Stewardship Council (MSC)
certification in 2004, it has increasingly been
involved in striving to reduce its impacts
on the ecosystem; that fish stocks remain
healthy for future generations and that there
is continued monitoring and compliance to
fishing regulations.
The research into the hake trawl fishery
and its impact on albatrosses has been
the result of collaborative work between
BirdLife South Africa, the trawl fishing
industry and more recently the RFA. The
alliance was developed around the concept
of promoting healthy marine ecosystems
for the continued ecological, social and
economic benefits to all South Africans.
The forum allows for open and transparent
discussion and promotes self-governance,
while building capacity and collaboration
between government, industry and NGOs.

“Alcatraz”

The name albatross is derived from
this Portuguese word for seabird

15

out of 22 albatross
species are threatened
with extinction

© Chrissie madden Birdlife

“Key threats to
seabirds include
mortality through
fishing activities
(bycatch); pollution;
invasive species
on their breeding
islands (e.g. mice on
Gough Island) and
habitat degradation/
destruction.”

WWF Feature

Growing the next generation
of environmental leaders
WWF strives daily towards our mission to build a future where humans live in
harmony with nature for the benefit of all and the sustainable development of our
country. In order to do this and build a sustainable future we need to develop a
new cadre of young professionals to champion this vision into the future. With this
in mind, we have established a Graduate Development Programme, which gives
aspiring trailblazers an opportunity to access exciting careers for the environment.
According to Dr Glenda Raven, Senior
Manager of the Environmental Leaders
Programme (ELP), the Graduate
Development Programme was developed
to help graduates access the job market
for the environment. It aims to increase
their employability and connects them to
professional networks which give them
access to career opportunities. Graduates
often have good foundational knowledge
in specific academic disciplines, but rarely

have the background or experience to
consider their academic knowledge in a real
world context. The Graduate Development
Programme aims to bridge this gap.

Celebrating our successes
The Graduate Development Programme was
launched in 2011 with six Masters interns.
It has since grown in 2013 to 18 Masters
graduates, the largest group to graduate

through the WWF-SA programme. In
celebration of the 2013 interns, a graduation
ceremony was held at the lustrous Casa Labia
in Muizenberg on 11 April 2014, donated to
us for the evening by the ever courteous and
generous Countess Sylvia Labia.
Guests were welcomed by Maseda
Ratshikuni, the Head of Cause Marketing
at the Nedbank Group, who acted at
the Master of Ceremony. Ratshikuni

© © WWF-SA / Lameez Eksteen

The 2013 Masters interns gather after their graduation ceremony at the Casa Labia, sad to be parting but excited to start as young professionals for the
environment. Front: Olivia Smith (WWF-SA) Middle, left to right: Vuyiseka Majali (AIDC), Sthembile Ndwandwe (WWF-SA), Nonhlanhla Nyalungu (SANParks),
Fhumulani Mathivha (WWF-SA), Nausheena Parker (WWF-SA), Anisha Dayaram (WWF-SA), Natasha Rambaran (The Green House), Luyanda Ndlela (CSIR)
Back, left to right: Babalwa Mqokeli (Nature’s Valley Trust), Luvo Vanyaza (Sustainable Energy Africa), Eishe Heitmann (Centre for Environmental Rights), Noxolo
Kabane (Table Mountain Fund), Simonne Stellenboom and Ziyanda Mfanta, Zoe Visser (WWF-SA), Louise Dowie (nee Palframan) (WESSA), Matome Kapa
(Centre for Environmental Rights).
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WWF Feature

South African earns prestigious
international scholarship
The highly
regarded WWF
Prince Bernhard
Scholarship
was recently
awarded to a
South African:
Tanya Layne. Layne is a Learning
Network Co-ordinator at the South
African National Biodiversity Institute
(SANBI). The WWF International
administered award worth 3,000
Swiss francs is only awarded to
Africa, Asia/Pacific, Latin America &
Caribbean, Eastern Europe & Middle
East candidates who work in the
conservation sector, hoping to further
their studies. The scholarship will
enable her to pursue her final year of
Masters in Reflective Social Practice at
the Proteus Initiative from August 2014
to June 2015. Congratulations to Tanya
Layne from all of us at WWF. We wish
her well with her studies!
Applications for the 2015 WWF Prince
Bernhard Scholarship will open in
November 2014. To find out more
about this scholarship, visit: wwf.
panda.org/how_you_can_help/
volunteer/prince_bernhard_
scholarships/

© WWF-SA / Joeline Barnato

“I think this is really such an important
initiative that WWF has taken on,” said Dr
John Hanks, a former chairman of the WWF
Nedbank Green Trust and a guest speaker

© WWF-SA /Ziyanda Mfanta

emphasised the importance of WWFSA’s Graduate Development Programme,
saying true conservation can only work
if everyone works together. It was an
inspiring evening for all, especially the
interns who find themselves on the cusp
of new career opportunities. On behalf of
the programme, Ratshikuni thanked all
of the partner organisations that hosted
interns in 2013, including the Centre for
Environmental Rights, Sustainable Energy
Africa, The Green House, Alternative
Information Development Centre, Nature’s
Valley Trust, South African National Parks,
Wildlife and Environment Society of South
Africa, Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research and the National Labour and
Economic Development Institute.

Pic on left: Dr Morné du Plessis celebrates with co-mentor Cindy-Lee Cloete (left) after intern Babalwa
Mqokeli (right) received her certificate of completion.
Pic on right: Dr Glenda Raven, Lameez Eksteen, Simonne Stellenboom and Ziyanda Mfanta of the
Environmental Leaders Programme and intern Yonela Ciliwe soak up the occasion.

on the night. “I would go as far as to say that
this is the most important initiative of all
the extraordinary portfolio projects that
WWF has.”
Spirits ran high as WWF South Africa CEO
Dr Morné du Plessis closed off the evening
by encouraging interns to give back to other
young professionals like themselves, by
saying, “As long as you remember to plough
back, remember to do that and we will grow
from strength to strength because we help
each other to go places.”

The interns’ stories of success
All our interns contribute positively to the
daily operations of their host organisations.
These are some success stories from
the mentors of two interns who made a
difference in 2013.
Sthembile Ndwandwe, a Masters in
Agricultural Science graduate, is hosted
by WWF-SA’s Sustainable Agriculture
Programme. Her mentor is Wendy Engel,
a Project Coordinator for the Nedbank
Agribusiness Partnership, but Ndwandwe
also works very closely with other
WWF-SA colleagues.
This is what Louise Naudé, National Climate
Change Officer, said of her work, “Sthembile
did research and produced a paper on
climate change and poultry farming in
South Africa. This was done with no
academic supervision. The paper is thorough
and comprehensive both qualitatively and
quantitatively. I believe this is groundbreaking research and furthermore holds
the potential for catalysing real change in
the sector. I am blown away!”

“As long as you remember
to plough back, remember to
do that and we will grow
from strength to strength
because we help each other
to go places.”
Nausheena Parker is a Masters in
Biodiversity and Conservation Biology
student placed in our Marine Programme
under the mentorship of Dr Eleanor Yeld
Hutchings, Manager: People and The Coast.
According to Yeld Hutchings, Parker was
given the unnerving task of organising the
National Marine Protected Areas Forum. The
Forum was funded via a Memorandum of
Understanding with the national Department
of Environmental Affairs and was held in
KwaZulu-Natal in February 2014.
“Throughout the planning process Nausheena
demonstrated that she was thorough,
hard-working, had perseverance, and could
overcome the intimidation she no doubt felt!
The MPA Forum was held in Park Rynie at
the Aliwal Shoal MPA, and it was a roaring
success. We have had numerous compliments
from people involved in some way. I only hope
that Nausheena got as much out of the forum
as she put in!” said Yeld Hutchings.
These are just two stories of success
that have emerged from the Graduate
Development Programme. You can read
more about the exciting work we are
doing in this area by visiting our
website on www.wwf.org.za/
what_we_do/environmental_
leaders_programme/

Panda Bulletin August 2014 Page 9

WWF Feature

Victory in Virunga as oil
company exits
In a huge victory for conservation, oil company Soco International PLC will end its
operations in Virunga, Africa’s oldest national park, and commit to remain out of
all other UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
© Kate Holt / WWF-UK

The picturesque Virunga National Park is situated near the provincial capital of Goma in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

WWF has been campaigning to protect the
Virunga National Park in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), the site of Soco’s
controversial oil exploration activities.
“Hundreds of thousands of WWF supporters
signed an international petition and sent a
strong signal to the UK oil company that oil
exploration in Virunga was not acceptable.
The outcome is a huge victory for the
Congolese, the African continent and the
globe,” said Dr Morné du Plessis, the CEO of
WWF South Africa.

concluding its current operational activities,
which include seismic testing in Lake
Edward, within a month. The company
pledges not to drill for oil in the park,
which WWF warns could lead to severe
environmental damage.
“If free from the threat of oil, Virunga can
be a continuing source of hope for the people
of DRC. As in other African countries,
with proper investment this park can
become a leading economic driver for its
communities,” said Raymond Lumbuenamo,

In October 2013, WWF filed a complaint
against Soco under the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development’s
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.
The company’s commitment follows
mediation between the two parties as part of
this process.

Country Director of WWF-DRC. “This is the

Soco will withdraw from Virunga after

critically endangered mountain gorillas.
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moment for the international community to
support DRC to help us bring lasting change
that will ensure Africa’s first national park
remains the mother park of Africa.”
Virunga is host to invaluable biodiversity
and rare animals such as the legendary and

Additionally, over 50,000 families depend
on the park’s Lake Edward for jobs, food and
drinking water. In an independent report
commissioned by WWF, researchers found
that the park could grow in value to over
US$400 million annually through activities
such as ecotourism and fishing.
WWF believes this commitment sends a
message that World Heritage Sites and other
fragile natural areas must be protected, and
the organisation will continue to fight for
these places.

WWF Feature

© WWF-SA / BRREP

A new addition
to WWF’s
black rhino
family

Meet the newest member to WWF’s Black Rhino Range Expansion Project (BRREP).
This picture (above) was taken on a cell phone at one of our project sites recently.
WWF’s Rhino Fund has provided more than
a million rand this year to support rhino
security on our BRREP sites. Our support
ranges from anti-poaching response vehicles
to equipment for anti-poaching patrols.

The increased scourge of rhino poaching has
created the need for more protection and
monitoring on project sites, and WWF hopes
that our added support will be effective in
helping keep our rhinos safe.

Mozambique. The workshop, funded
by WWF South Africa and the German
government, sought to find ways to counter
the renewed onslaught on elephant and
rhino populations of southern Africa.

BRREP aims to increase numbers of
the critically endangered black rhino by
increasing the land available on which they
can breed. Partnerships are facilitated
with multiple landholders able to support
significant black rhino populations. Founder
populations are then released on to the sites.

Meanwhile, disturbing news has emerged
from Mozambique, a key country involved
in the transit of rhino horn from South
Africa to areas of demand in Asia. A recent
aerial survey has determined that up to 900
elephants have died in Mozambique over a
three-year period.

Mozambique has emerged as one of the main
places of the slaughter of elephants and
ivory transit in Africa and as a profitable
warehouse for transit and export of rhino
horn for the Asian markets.

More than 140 black rhino have been
translocated to the project’s nine partner
sites in the last ten years.

These findings were presented at a meeting
of conservation NGOs, wildlife experts
and government officials in Maputo,

© Martin Harvey / WWF-Canon

“Well-organised and structured criminal
networks facilitated by corruption are luring
unemployed youths in the region to engage
in criminal activities,” said Dr Jo Shaw,
Coordinator of the Rhino Programme for
WWF South Africa of the Rhino Programme
for WWF South Africa. “In order to cope with
this crisis, we need interventions that involve
a variety of stakeholders from government,
through to the private sector and civil society
to change attitudes towards wildlife.”
The meeting resolved that three key
areas needed to be addressed in order to
combat this scourge: strengthening law
enforcement, increased awareness across all
sectors of society about illegal wildlife trade
and its impacts in Mozambique, and efforts
to reduce the cost of living with wildlife such
as crop destructions and increased benefits
through tourism.

According to researchers, up to 900 elephants have died in northern Mozambique over a three-year period.

Read more about our rhino work at
wwf.org.za/rhino
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WWF Feature
Issue

Plantations – land grab or
foundation for inclusive
green growth?
In many circles, plantations have a bad rap. Their detractors point to examples
where vibrant rainforests or rare natural grasslands have been replaced with
single-species tree farms – so called “green deserts”. In many cases, large
plantation developments have displaced people and disrupted livelihoods.
Bad plantations certainly exist. Yet these
critiques do not tell the full story.
The most strident plantation cynics have a
blind spot to a new generation of plantations
that are contributing to the welfare of local
communities and are helping to maintain
and restore natural ecosystems.
In Brazil, plantation companies are helping
restore and reconnect remnants of the once
great Atlantic rainforest, which had been
reduced to just 7 per cent of its historic
extent by centuries of logging and clearing
for agriculture. Alongside the companyowned plantations, hundreds of smallholders
farm their own trees to supply pulp
mills. Community-run tree nurseries and
opportunities such as producing honey from
the eucalyptus flowers have also created new
jobs and income.

In South Africa, the international packaging
and paper company Mondi has taken a lead
in removing plantations from wetland areas
to protect the country’s vital freshwater
resources. The company has also taken steps
to right a historical wrong by settling land
claims, returning land that was seized a
century ago to community ownership.
In many areas, community trusts now own
and control the land where Mondi
has plantations, and are increasingly
involved in running their own forestryrelated businesses.

and products made from natural materials

At global scale, plantations play an
important role in meeting demand for food
and fibre within the resource constraints
of our single planet. The Earth has only a
limited amount of land. But as populations

plantation companies to work in partnership

and incomes rise, our demands for food, fuel

with some 2 billion hectares of degraded

like wood are growing.
WWF has been working with industry
leaders through the New Generation
Plantations (NGP) platform to improve
plantations. At the recent NGP annual
summit in Cape Town, more than 100
people from 20 countries came together to
discuss how plantations can make a positive
contribution to the landscape and the people
who live alongside them.
There’s great potential for responsible
with people in developing countries,
including indigenous communities,
to formalise land rights, support local
development and improve quality of life. And

© J Cockburn

forest land and another billion hectares of
degraded agricultural land globally, there’s
huge scope to expand plantations in tandem
with restoration of natural forests and the
benefits they provide.
Plantations done right can generate
significant local and global benefits.
A new generation of plantations could
drive inclusive development and engender
healthy, resilient landscapes. Land grabs and
habitat destruction must be consigned to the
history books.
Vaughan Koopman (second from left) of the WWF Mondi Wetlands Programme supports learning on
impacts of agriculture on wetlands.
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By Rod Taylor, Director, WWF International
Global Forest Programme

WWF Issue

Food, energy and water are a
gross domestic problem
Resource constraints in South Africa point towards a coming crisis in the provision
of clean water, electricity and nutritious food, which are at the heart of our national
security and welfare. WWF is now working across these sectors and bringing
together different stakeholders to provide an integrated response to the challenges
threatening the most basic requirements of our people.
In a country where one of our most frequent
laments is the state of our education system,
we seem to forget the futility of expecting
one in five children to absorb anything at
school while sitting with an empty stomach.
Some 11 million South Africans face the
reality of not knowing where their next meal
will come from.
At the same time, every year, as a nation,
we waste 9 million tonnes of food. While we
wait with bated breath for the next blackout
owing to insufficient energy capacity, we fail
to understand that the energy that goes into
producing, packaging and transporting this
wasted food is enough to power the city of
Johannesburg for two decades.

Meanwhile, South Africa’s water supply
is rapidly drying up. Of the water that is
required to grow our economy, 98 per cent
is already allocated. That 9 million tonnes
of food that we bin every year contains
enough water to fill 600 000 Olympic size
swimming pools.
Increasing resource price inflation and
volatility in recent years have highlighted the
interconnected and interdependent nature
of energy, water and food resources, and
increased the risk of resource-related shocks.
The challenge of managing the food
insecurity, water scarcity and energy
shortage we face is complicated by the steady
degradation of the environment resulting

largely from the extraction and production of
these resources.
As resources dwindle we may have to face
some impossible decisions going forward.
For example, should the remaining 2 per
cent of available water be allocated to food or
energy? The gut response would be to food,
but already 62 per cent of our available water
is allocated to agriculture which contributes
only 3 per cent to our GDP. On the other
hand, currently our energy sector uses 2 per
cent of our water while contributing about 15
per cent to GDP.
In order to produce food, we need water.
Agriculture already uses over 60 per cent
of South Africa’s available water. Water
shortages or a decline in water quality will
have a direct effect on food production. We
also need energy to grow, package, process,
transport and cook the food. Consequently,
changes in the energy mix can directly affect
the prices of food. These examples show
that food, energy and water are inextricably
linked in what is becoming known as the
food-energy-water nexus.
These basic necessities of society impact
each other in innumerable ways and
acknowledging this means adjusting how
we are positioned to make decisions. The
solution lies in taking a systems approach
and using the nexus as an entry point in the
management of each resource individually as
well as for better application of sustainable
integrated resources management across the
water-energy-food sectors.
For more information about WWF’s
food-energy-water nexus work, visit
wwf.org.za/few
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WWF Feature

A celebration of foresight
© Heather Dugmore

The WWF Nedbank Green
Trust, co-founded by
Nedbank and WWF South
Africa, is a partnership which
supports nature conservation
projects through communitybased programmes.
The WWF Nedbank
Green Trust management
committee held a field trip
to Wakkerstroom and the
Enkangala Grasslands Project
in June and it was every bit
a celebration of foresight and
outstanding management
over twelve years.
Local leader Nkosi Nzima, right, has been an important partner to WWF’s biodiversity stewardship
work with the Ndlamlenze community in KwaZulu-Natal.

Angus Burns, Manager of WWF’s
Grasslands Programme, who has headed
this project from the outset, emphasised
that it could not have achieved what it has,
without the catalytic funding from the WWF
Nedbank Green Trust.
Since 2002 the Trust has contributed over
R20 million to the Enkangala Grasslands
Project, as well as biodiversity stewardship
programmes and mining engagement
initiatives in this region.
Witnessing the success of this project firsthand, the Trust’s management committee
group stayed in the village of Wakkerstroom
in the Enkangala Grassland Project area
— a high water-production area for South
Africa, spanning just 1.6 million hectares
of grasslands between KwaZulu-Natal,
Mpumalanga and the Free State. Here,
you will find the headwaters of the Vaal,
Tugela, Usuthu and Pongola Rivers, which
provide clean, potable water for Gauteng,
Mpumalanga and KwaZulu-Natal. Without
this water South Africa’s economy cannot
survive.
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Burns and his team, including Ayanda
Nzimande and Sam Mnguni, are based
in the region. They have been intensively
working with government, farmers,
landowners, land restitution communities
and conservation organisations to conserve
the grasslands, secure water production,
encourage sustainable livestock farming
practices and to influence government to
demarcate this and other priority water
production regions as ‘no go’ mining zones.
In September 2010, through WWF’s
biodiversity stewardship initiative,
the KwaMandlangampisi Protected
Environment was proclaimed. It extends
over 23 600 hectares of privately owned
livestock farms from Wakkerstroom
to Luneberg.
The biodiversity stewardship programme
is also partnering with the Ndlamlenze
community in the region, headed by Nkosi
Nzima. They have successfully claimed back
their ancestral land, and the group met with
them on the field trip.
“Communities often don’t have the support

they need to sustainably and productively
manage their land, and to stop inappropriate
mining from taking place,” said Burns.
Towards addressing this, the WWF Nedbank
Green Trust financed the post of a mining
engagement officer in the Enkangala region.
Despite its high water production status, it is
under constant threat from coal mining.
Local farmer Ralph Bohmer showed the
group the visible contamination on his farm,
emanating from a small, defunct coalmine.
Over 400 hectares of his 1400-hectare farm
have become unusable, as the grass and
water is toxic to livestock and humans.
We all know that water is life, but what this
trip emphasised is that grasslands are life.
Entrusting them to conservation conscious
farmers and communities is essential for the
survival of our grasslands and ultimately
of our country’s water supply – the most
precious commodity of life.
The group thanks Angus Burns and his
team for an exceptional field trip and
congratulates them on their outstanding
work over the years.

Fundraising

WWF gives back
to donors

Several long-standing WWF donors and
supporters were recently treated to a day out
at the West Coast National Park in Langebaan.
Our honoured guests accompanied us on an
early morning bus ride, which proved to be an
excellent opportunity for donors and supporters
to connect with the WWF team. Justin Phama
of the WWF Land Programme spoke about the
work we do in the region and the importance of
protecting our rich biodiversity.
On arrival at the park, WWF-SA CEO Dr
Morné du Plessis opened proceedings with
a warm welcome and brief presentation. He
thanked all attendees for their support over
the years and reiterated the great value that
WWF-SA places on nurturing relationships
with donors.
Guests were guided though the park, giving
them a chance to take in the extraordinary
natural beauty. One of the main attractions
on this sunny meander was a visit to the
Geelbek Bird Hide, which was sponsored by
WWF through a bequest left by avid birdlover and adventurer Elizabeth Harding.
Amateur ornithologists and wildlife
enthusiasts in attendance were given the
opportunity to observe the fauna without
disturbing them in their natural habitat.

After the nature walk, guests were treated
to a hearty lunch at the Geelbek Restaurant,
nestled between endemic plant species
which have historically been used for
medicinal purposes, and which are used by
the restaurant in their cooking.
Dr Andrew Baxter, WWF-SA Head of
Business Development, finished off the
day by drawing from his palaeoecology
background to discuss fossils that have
been uncovered in the region. Guests were
given goodie bags as a token of appreciation
for sharing the day with us and they then
boarded the bus for the journey back home.
Our guests enjoyed the outing, with one
enthusiastic supporter remarking that, “it
was mind-boggling hearing all the amazing
projects WWF is involved in!”
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Fundraising

WWF Run for Nature
with Wildrunner

One of the great joys of trail
running is the ability to get
outside and enjoy nature in all
its glory. We often forget what
a privilege it is to be able to
run in places where there isn’t
any traffic, pollution or other
human-made hazards. Running
in the mountains, on the beach,
in the forest or the bush – where
it’s only you, the crunch of the
gravel, the sound of birds and
maybe the occasional wildlife
sighting – is what trail running
is about for most of us.
WWF Run for Nature gives
runners the opportunity to
express their appreciation for
nature by getting into our newly
designed running shirt and Run
for Nature! The campaign is
similar to WWF Ride for Nature,
launched two years ago and
which has raised more than R1
million for conservation to date.
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Feeling brave? Feeling keen?
Visit us at
www.trailseries.co.za
and Run for Nature!
Don’t forget to buy your
official WWF Run for
Nature running top from our
online store:
wwf.org.za/shop
The partnership between
Wildrunner and WWF-SA
means that from now on, when
you enter any Wildrunner
race (any Spur Trail Series™
race, Wildrun™ or any of the
Mountain Challenge Series
races) you will be given the
option to make a donation to
WWF. These funds will go
straight to WWF-SA and be
utilised to conserve the very
areas that we have the privilege
of running in.

It’s time again for the 94.7
Momentum Cycle Challenge

WWF Ride for Nature is
proud to be involved with
the Momentum 94.7 Cycle
Challenge once again. This
marks the third year in which
Panda Peloton riders will take
part under our banner, and we
look forward to welcoming our
biggest group of cyclists yet!

The cyclist
who raises the
most funds for
conservation
wins a walking
Rhino Safari
for two at
Kruger Park!

So, don’t miss out!
Register now!
www.wwf.org.za/
act_now/ridefornature/
You can get this great official
WWF cycle gear from our
online store:
wwf.org.za/shop

Support

How you, your family and your company can
support WWF South Africa!
MAKE A DONATION OR LEAVE A LEGACY

SWIPE SMART FOR WWF

Become a WWF supporter by donating
once-off or by a regular debit order.
Visit wwf.org.za/donate. Your support
is vital in assisting us to achieve our
important conservation goals.

Set up WWF as a beneficiary
on your MyPlanet card, and every
swipe will directly benefit us!
Your Pick n Pay Smart Shopper
and SAA Voyager cards allow you
to donate your points or miles to us.
Using your Nedbank Green Affinity
account is another way to automatically
support WWF.

By leaving a bequest in
your will, you leave a living
legacy that will have
a lasting impact on our
planet for generations to
come and be a testament to your deep
commitment to a future in which
humans live in harmony with nature.

RIDE FOR NATURE
Nature-loving cyclists can raise funds and
awareness for conservation by cycling in
WWF colours in any race anywhere in
South Africa at any time.
Visit wwf.org.za/ridefornature

CONSUME WISELY
Our Southern African
Sustainable Seafood Initiative
(SASSI) and Biodiversity and
Wine Initiative (BWI) give
you the information you need
to make sustainable choices.
Visit wwfsassi.co.za and
bwi.co.za

GET KITTED OUT IN WWF GEAR
Our fashionable range of
WWF t-shirts, hoodies,
buffs and drinkware is now
available online.
Order via shop.wwfsa.org.za

To find out more about how you can support WWF, visit wwf.org.za/act_now

DOWNLOAD & PLAY
WWF RHINO RAID
WWF Rhino Raid is a fun
mobile game about Rad the
rhino’s adventures as he
takes on poachers in a thrillfilled chase. Proceeds go to
WWF’s rhino conservation work.
Download for $1 from Apple
iTunes, the Samsung App
Store or Google Play.

GET YOUR COMPANY INVOLVED
Sign up as a Corporate Partner, donate your
company’s products or services
or consider a payroll
giving scheme.

TAX benefits for donors
WWF South Africa has been approved
by the South African Revenue Services
as a “public benefit organisation” in
terms of section 30 of the Income Tax
Act and is exempt from income tax in
terms of section 10(1)(cN) of the Act.
Donations to WWF are exempt from
donations tax and estate duty and will
be tax-deductible in the hands of donors
in terms of and subject to the limitations
prescribed in Section 18A of the Income
Tax Act.

Corporate breakfasts boost
innovation in sustainability

Become part of the future

WWF recently held breakfasts for our Corporate Network Partners

Partner/Silver (R10 000 – R24 999)

and supporters, which were very well received. The breakfasts
included a series of interesting and inspiring presentations on
‘Innovations and Impact: Driving Sustainable Business’. These
events (in Johannesburg and Cape Town) also offered valuable
opportunities to connect with like-minded Network Partners in a
relaxed setting.
WWF places enormous importance on the value we derive from
these interactions with our Corporate Network Partners and
supporters. We trust that our Partners, in turn, gain far-reaching
insight into how (and why) their organisations should approach
sustainable business.

Corporate Partnerships are divided into three tiers
(fees payable per annum):
Senior Partner/Gold (R25 000 – R74 999)
Principal Partner/Green (R75 000+)
For more information about Partnership benefits, contact
Puleng Mosholi (pmosholi@wwf.org.za) or +27 11 447 1213

Donations-in-kind
Canon South Africa (binoculars for WWF’s Water Balance Programme)
Cinemark (commercial screens)
Hotel Verde (Network Partners’ breakfast host)
Investec Bank Ltd (Network Partners’ breakfast host)
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WWF Kids

Mr Rhino makes friends around KZN

Committed kids lend
WWF a hand for
Mandela Day

For many children in the remote rural areas
around game reserves in KwaZulu-Natal,
Mr Rhino (pictured) is the closest thing to
a real rhino that they have seen. Mr Rhino
recently thrilled thousands of kids in these
areas, giving out prizes to children who had
produced the best pictures in Project Rhino
KZN’s “Rhino Art: Let the children’s voices be
heard” campaign.
The roadshow was a joint effort between
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife, WWF’s Black Rhino
Range Expansion Project, which produces
an English/Zulu conservation newspaper
for remote rural schools, and Project
Rhino’s Rhino Art campaign. The Rhino Art
campaign is collecting thousands of artworks
from children around the world, including

Children from Sunny Days Aftercare get their
hands and feet muddy, cleaning up for Mandela
Day. This year, WWF’s interns organised a
wetlands clean-up with children at the Zandvlei
Estuary Nature Reserve. They also spent time
teaching the kids about important environmental
issues. In this picture (indicate direction), Sunny
Days Aftercare learners are seen with Yonela
Ciliwe, a WWF intern – proof that you are never
too young to make a difference.

Raising rands for rhinos
These budding WWF supporters
recently surprised us by bringing
us funds they had raised for
rhino conservation! They made
and sold bracelets, sold books,
toys and magazines, canvassed
neighbours and contributed their
own pocket money. Our heartfelt
thanks to Georgia Ponton,
Olivia Dittmar and Ingrid Heyns from Grade Three at
Greenfield Girls’ Primary, Kenilworth, Cape Town. Your
support makes a difference and we really appreciate it.

wwf

kids

the

WWF kids corner,
activities and points
of interest
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Albatross
facts

Albatrosses feed on squid,
fish and krill by either
scavenging, surface seizing
or diving.

Asian countries where the demand for
rhino horn is driving the vicious illegal
horn trade. WWF’s Black Rhino Range
Expansion Project aims to increase
numbers of the critically endangered
animals by increasing the land on which
they can breed.

1

Seabirds
typically
lay one egg
annually, with
some species only
laying one egg every two
years. They cannot lay a
replacement egg.

Sign Up Online

Help build a better future

Donating to WWF monthly
is a meaningful way
to make a difference.
Regular small donations
allow us to keep working
towards our vision of a future
in harmony with nature.
Be part of making that vision real – become a WWF debit order donor.

Sign up online

wwf.org.za/give

To ﬁnd out more, contact Denise Samson
+27 21 657 6600 dsamson@wwf.org.za
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95%
the extent to which accidental
albatross deaths have been
reduced in the hake trawl
fishery

140
black rhino have been
translocated to partner sites
by WWF’s Black Rhino Range
Expansion Project

50,000
the number of families in the
DRC whose livelihoods depend
on Lake Edward in the Virunga
National Park

R20 million
the amount injected by the WWF
Green Trust in our Grasslands
Programme
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Why we are here
To stop the degradation of the planet’s natural en vironment and
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