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Since its establishment in 2000, the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) has enhanced 
economic cooperation, common development and cultural exchanges between China and Africa. 
Africa’s economies have grown considerably in the past decade, and China has contributed, 
through FOCAC by facilitating trade, investments, aid and development into the region. China and 
Africa’s relations and long-term prosperity are however increasingly threatened by economic and 
social challenges driven by environmental degradation such as biodiversity loss, soil erosion, 
pollution and climate change. 

Environmental degradation deprives economic sectors of the ecosystem services that 
underpin their growth and development, for example the maintenance of water quality and 
quantity and soil productivity for agriculture and forestry. Environmental degradation also 
exacerbates the impacts including on national economies, infrastructures and industries of 
interest to FOCAC through increased exposure to pests, pathogens and natural disasters 
among others.  
Protecting the environment, and the sound management of natural resources ensure nature 
continues to provide the services and opportunities to drive economic activities for China and 
Africa’s for long-term growth and continued economic relations. 

FOCAC can contribute to, and benefit from, environmental sustainability in China-Africa 
cooperation by ensuring the environment is protected and natural resources sustainably 
managed, and by aligning China-Africa economic cooperation towards sustainable development 
to provide lasting benefits for China and Africa’s long-term intra-regional and 
inter-continental trade. WWF recommends the FOCAC Ministerial Conference to: 

► Ensure natural resources are sustainably and responsibly extracted and maximizing 
contribution to sustainable development, notably through incentivising good practice, 
capacity building and strengthening cooperation to increase application of environmental 
and social standards. 

► Strengthen South-South technology transfer in clean, affordable and renewable 
energy and facilitate technological cooperation by engaging regional partners and 
institutions including the African Union (AU). 

► Apply sustainable finance and investment guidelines to financial and investment 
projects, and establish a specialized financial facility to support Africa’s transition 
towards sustainable development. 

► Enable formal and meaningful civil society participation in investment planning and 
decision-making and the FOCAC process to contribute to effective implementation of 
FOCAC commitments. 

This brief provides recommendations for the 6th FOCAC Ministerial Conference with 
specific recommendations for the FOCAC Declaration and Action Plan.  
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Responsible Extraction of Natural Resources 
Extractives industries and infrastructure development 
When inadequately managed and governed, extractive industries and infrastructure development 
can undermine the ecological foundations that underpin long-term development and prosperity as 
well as potentially cause significant economic losses to businesses and local people’s livelihoods. 
WWF therefore encourages FOCAC and its Member States to ensure developments such as 
those linked with China’s “One Belt/One Road” initiative are managed in a way that maintains 
integrity of natural systems to deliver lasting benefits to businesses and people’s wellbeing by:  

► Building capacity of enterprises on application of environmental and social guidelines 
aligned with international best practices throughout the life cycle of extractives projects and 
infrastructure development projects to promote effective transparency and accountability 
measures. In particular, promote awareness and support the implementation of the China 
Chamber of Commerce, Metals, Minerals and Chemicals Importers and Exporters 
(CCCMC) guidelines on social responsibility and due diligence. 

► Collaborating on more effective use of integrated environmental and development 
planning tools and approaches, such as Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEAs), 
Sustainability Appraisal, and Land Use and Spatial Planning, for policy development, 
assessment and regional planning. 

► Cooperating on identification of areas of ecological sensitivity and values that must receive 
special attention in development planning activities. Facilitate the inclusive and transparent 
participation of all interested and affected stakeholders in planning and monitoring of all 
significant investment decisions in the extractive industries. In appropriate cases, agree to 
refrain from extractive and large-scale infrastructure investments in these sensitive areas.  

Forestry 
Forestry plays a vital role in a number of societies and economies and contributes to poverty 
eradication and economic growth notably by providing a source of income and decent livelihoods, 
food security, natural medicines and energy. Africa has lost 15.6 million ha of natural forests in 
the past five years alone its governments millions annually, mainly due to illegal, unsustainable 
use of forests. Mozambique alone has lost over $540 million over the last decade due to just 
illegal log exports. WWF encourages FOCAC and its Member States to contribute to legal and 
sustainable sourcing of timber by: 

► Providing incentives to enterprises that apply best practices, ramping up cooperation, 
promotion, and capacity building on sustainable forest management and trade.  

► Developing and applying a traceability and legality verification system for timber and 
timber-based products with key timber trade partner countries in Africa to strengthen 
sustainable and legal forest management, improve governance, and promote trade of legally 
produced timber. 

► Supporting a more sustainable forest industry in Africa through technology transfer 
and investment that increase efficiency of wood use and added-value processing, 
reduce waste, and promote better management of source forests and improve local 
economic development. 

Wildlife 
Poaching and trafficking of wildlife and its products, has increased dramatically in recent years. 
The tendency to violence and corruption associated with wildlife trafficking hinders legitimate 
economic development, weakens the rule of law and in some instances fuels conflict; it also 
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directly threatens the lives of those protecting wildlife on the frontline, for example rangers. The 
significant social and economic implications of illegal wildlife trafficking require a cross-cutting 
response to tackle the underlying causes, including corruption, illicit financial flows and demand. 
WWF calls for FOCAC and its Member States to: 

► Recognize that wildlife crime is a cross-cutting issue, posing an immediate threat not only 
to wildlife but also to rule of law, good governance, economic growth, social development, 
regional stability and the well-being of local communities. 

► Commit to the full implementation of the first UN General Assembly (UNGA) resolution on 
“Tackling Illicit Trafficking in wildlife” (A/RES/69/314) adopted in July 2015; the Brazzaville 
Declaration of the International Conference on Illegal Exploitation an Illicit Trade in Wild 
Flora and Fauna in Africa, 27-30 April 2015; and the draft African Common Strategy on 
Combatting Illegal Exploitation and Illegal Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora and its Action 
Plan. 

► Strengthen conditions for wildlife rangers including through increased allocation of 
equipment, training and working conditions to enhance motivation and competency. 

Clean, Affordable and Renewable Energy 
The production of renewable energy and energy efficiency technology is growing in China. 
Africa’s demand for greater energy access and energy efficient products and services are 
increasing rapidly. With the cost of the technology falling, renewable energy is well-positioned to 
fill Africa’s energy needs. This represents a very good business opportunity to invest in clean and 
renewable energy. WWF welcomes the provisions on cooperation for clean and renewable 
energy in the past FOCAC Ministerial Conferences and encourages FOCAC to take this step 
further by: 

► Engaging with the African Union (AU) to facilitate trans-border renewable energy solutions 
and to support cooperation between African governments and the private sector. 

► Integrating sustainable energy as a key theme of the Energy Forum under FOCAC and 
using the Forum as a platform to promote cooperation in public and private sectors. 

► Strengthening cooperation on clean technology, including: the promotion of technology 
transfer through cooperation on research and development; development of energy efficiency 
standards; promotion of localized manufacturing and skills transfer to increase African 
countries’ capacity to roll out renewable energy; the manufacturing of energy efficiency 
products; and the identification and development of joint renewable energy demonstration 
projects that support livelihoods and local industrial development. 

► Strengthen policy, legal and institutional oversight to enable effective management of 
environmental and social economic impacts associated with large-scale renewable energy 
projects such as large scale hydropower, solar PV, geothermal, wind, biofuels and other 
related. 

Sustainable Finance 
Sustainable and inclusive finance that promotes efficient and sustainable land use, water and 
food security, and climate change resilience is fundamental for Africa and China’s long-term 
prosperity and opportunities for future generations. WWF calls for FOCAC promote sustainable 
and inclusive finance by: 

► Applying China Banking Regulatory Commission’s Green Credit Guidelines to all 
investments deployed under FOCAC, including the China-Africa Development Fund. 
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► Linking the financing of projects to the application of best practices and sustainable 
investment guidelines. 

► Establishing a financial facility that specializes in renewable energy and supports 
investments in programmes established by African countries to promote renewable energy 
development, especially for peri-urban and rural areas in Africa that lack access to energy. 

Inclusive FOCAC Process 
Non-State actors, including CSOs, can help provide on-the-ground insights and information to 
support and enhance the quality and implementation of FOCAC commitments, and help with the 
sustainability of business relations. FOCAC can give multiple stakeholders, including non-State 
actors, an active role in contributing to the success of China-Africa cooperation by: 

► Encouraging national delegations to be cross-sectoral with participation of Ministries in 
charge of environment, as well as by enabling formal and meaningful CSO participation 
in investment planning and decision-making, as well as in the FOCAC process, including 
expanding access by international CSOs to the China-Africa People’s Forum. 

► Publishing and regularly updating a FOCAC monitoring plan for FOCAC follow-up 
actions. 
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WWF SUGGESTIONS FOR FOCAC DECLARATION 
WWF suggests that the following language be included in the Johannesburg Declaration of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation Summit 2015:  

Responsible Extraction of Natural Resources 
“We recognise the importance of achieving social and economic progress whilst protecting the 
environment”.  

“We commit to apply sustainable and good governance practices in trade, forestry, extractive 
industry, investment, poverty reduction, clean energy, infrastructure building, extractive industry, 
capacity building, human resources development, food security, high-tech industries and other 
areas”.  

“We recognize that wildlife crime is a cross-cutting issue, posing an immediate threat not only to 
wildlife but also to rule of law, good governance, economic growth, social development, regional 
stability and the well-being of local communities”.  

“We welcome and commit to the full implementation of the first UN General Assembly (UNGA) 
resolution on “Tackling Illicit Trafficking in wildlife” (A/RES/69/314) adopted in July 2015”; 

“We welcome and commit to the full implementation of the Brazzaville Declaration of the 
International Conference on Illegal Exploitation an Illicit Trade in Wild Flora and Fauna in Africa, 
27-30 April 2015, and the draft African Common Strategy on Combatting Illegal Exploitation and 
Illegal Trade in Wild Fauna and Flora and its Action Plan.” 

Climate Change 
“We call for the outcomes of 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference comply with all 
principles and provisions of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, so as 
to ensure effective and sustained implementation by all relevant parties”. 

“We call upon developed country take the lead by fulfilling existing commitments, and increasing 
climate ambitions on all the pillars of Durban Platform for Enhanced Action - mitigation, 
adaptation, finance, technology development and transfer, and capacity-building; whilst, 
developing country ready to play their roles. To jointly promote international cooperation on 
climate change”  

Clean, affordable and Renewable Energy 
“We commit to take voluntary actions in China-Africa cooperation through deploying clean, 
affordable and renewable energy, low carbon and climate-resilient development”.  

Sustainable Financing 
“We fully support the Agenda 2030 and commit the full and effective implementation of the 
Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development.” 

“We commit to align the FOCAC objectives and Action Agenda to the implementation of Agenda 
2030”.  

“We call upon the international community to support Africa and achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals whilst committing to play our part in achieving this global agenda”.  

“We commit to strengthen the cooperation in investment for the sustainable financing of industries 
and infrastructure”. 

Inclusive FOCAC Process 
“We encourage and support exchanges and input in the FOCAC process of civil society 
organisations.”	   	  
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WWF SUGGESTIONS FOR FOCAC ACTION PLAN 
Based on the 2012 FOCAC Action Plan, WWF proposes the following changes (in bold) for the 
Johannesburg Action Plan of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (2015-2017):  

Extractives industries and infrastructure development 
4.2.5. [new] The two sides will cooperate on setting up and implementing guidelines to 
direct and incentivise extractive enterprises to implement best practices aligned with the 
Africa Mining Vision.  
4.3.1. […] China and African partners will support investment aligned with integrated plans 
that ensure ecological and infrastructure connectivity, committing to consideration of 
environmental factors alongside economic and social factors in all strategic decisions 
about policies, plans and programmes. China will provide preferential loans, technical 
assistance and capacity building in integrated development planning.  

Forest 
5.6.2. The two sides will advance cooperation in forest protection and management, scaling up 
assistance, investment and capacity in the development of a sustainable forest industry 
and ensuring the legality of trade in wood products. 

Wildlife 
2.4.3. The two sides commit to fighting wildlife crime in accordance with national legislation, 
bilateral treaties and multinational conventions, including through full implementation of the United 
Nations Convention Against Transnational Organised Crime and the United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption, and by strengthening cooperation in judicial, law enforcement and legislative 
fields.  
[new] The two sides will define wildlife trafficking in national legislation as a serious crime 
in accordance with the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organised Crime; 
[new] The two sides will prohibit, prevent and counter any form of corruption that 
facilitates illicit trafficking in wildlife and wildlife products; 
[new] The two sides will recognize wildlife trafficking as a predicate offence, investigate 
related financial crimes when prosecuting wildlife crimes, and apply the full extent of 
criminal law, for example laws pertaining to customs and excise and to money-laundering; 
[new] The two sides will support the development and implementation of government-led, 
well-researched campaigns aimed at behavioural change and demand reduction for illegal 
wildlife products, using targeted strategies to influence consumer behaviour. 
4.9.2. The two sides will continue to step up bilateral exchanges and cooperation in tourism and 
conduct cooperation in information sharing, eco-tourism development, planning and 
management of protected areas, skills training, tourism safety and quality guarantee. 
4.9.3. The two sides will build awareness with tourists on the local natural environment and 
on international conventions on illegal wildlife trade. 

Inclusive FOCAC Process 
2.3.4. The two sides will further promote exchanges and cooperation between ministries as well 
as local governments, promoting the establishment of multi-sectoral delegations and 
platforms, including ministries in charge of environment, to discuss all aspects of the 
China-Africa cooperation (e.g. social and environmental sustainability).  
6.4. Exchanges between Civil Society, Academia and Think Tanks.  
[new] Encourage and support exchanges and input in the FOCAC process of civil 
society organisations.  
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7.2 The two sides noted with satisfaction that important progress has been made in the building 
ofsub-forums under FOCAC and agreed to set up new sub-forums under FOCAC or promote the 
institutionalization of existing sub-forums, and the establishment of a system to regularly 
monitor the implementation of the FOCAC deliberations in the light of needs of both sides so 
as to broaden China-Africa cooperation and bring out new dynamism of China-Africa cooperation.  

Climate Change 
3.5. […] The two sides will urge the relevant parties to earnestly act on the second commitment 
period of the Kyoto Protocol, the Green Climate Fund, technical mechanism and adaptation, and 
will make a joint effort to advance the international cooperation on climate change. Similarly, 
they will address carbon emissions and climate change by promoting cooperation, 
investment and training in renewable energy, low carbon and best available energy 
efficiency technologies.  

Clean, Affordable and Renewable Energy 
4.2.5. […] China will encourage enterprises joining the zones to increase links with local 
enterprises and communities, strengthen technology and experience sharing, support 
investment and training in renewable energy and the manufacture of energy efficiency 
products that enhance technology transfer and job creation.  
4.6.1. […] the two sides will encourage and support joint development of demonstration 
projects in renewable energy and the efficient use of energy and natural resources. They will 
consider the establishment of a China-Africa energy forum under the framework of FOCAC to 
promote China-Africa energy exchanges and cooperation.  
4.6.3. The two sides will actively advance cooperation in clean energy and renewable resources 
projects, including with specific financial mechanisms, in keeping with the principles of mutual 
benefit and sustainable development.  

 Sustainable Financing 
4.3.3. The Chinese government will continue to encourage capable Chinese enterprises and 
financial institutions that apply China’s Green Credit Guidelines to participate in transnational 
and trans-regional infrastructure construction in Africa and provide preferential loans to support 
infrastructure building in Africa.  
4.5.2. China will expand its cooperation with Africa in investment and financing to help boost 
Africa’s sustainable development. China will provide a credit line of US$20 billion to African 
countries to mainly support the development of infrastructure, agriculture, manufacturing, and 
development of small and medium-sized enterprises in Africa. China’s Green Credit Guidelines 
will apply.  
[new] Financial institutions from the two sides will also strengthen cooperation in 
investment for green industries.  
5.1.3. China will make active use of the grants, interest-free loans and concessional loans to help 
the sustainable development and implement Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development in 
African countries. 
 


